Bible Study Monday 4 February, 2002

 
Old habits die hard; only when one makes the choice to hold onto them!

 

Psalms 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. KJV

 

Is one as quick to hold fast their profession of faith, as they are to their old habits? Is it the Word that one has hid within their heart, or something else?

 

One is said to hide ([tsaapan  (heb 6845)]) the word in one's heart when one has it continually present with him, not merely as an outward precept, but as an inward motive power in opposition to selfish action (<Job 23:12>). (From Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament)

 

            When in the midst of a sin or a bad habit, one seldom thinks of it as a selfish motivation or action. Yet, when one is operating in and by the flesh, their motives will always be self-serving. Jesus Christ was a servant, and this is the example that we too should follow.

 

He must treasure up those portions of God's word in his mind and heart which speak against uncleanness of every kind; and that recommend purity, chastity, and holiness. The word of Christ should dwell richly in him. If God's word be only in his Bible, and not also in his heart, he may soon and easily be surprised into his besetting sin. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

            Just as one held on tightly to the old habits of sin, now one must learn to treasure and hold onto Father's Word above all else. One must become consumed with doing all to please Father, by being obedient to His Word. This is the example that we see that Jesus Christ (a servant) set forth for us to follow.
Proverbs 4:19 The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what they stumble. KJV


The path of the unjust is one becoming darker and darker, until it ends in the blackness of darkness forever. They seem (to themselves) clear-sighted and wise; yet they are in the gross darkness of ignorance, error, and sin; and they are in continual danger of being dashed down to outer and everlasting darkness. (From Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary)

Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. KJV

 

[There is a way which seemeth right unto a man] This may be his easily besetting sin, the sin of his constitution, the sin of his trade. Or it may be his own false views of religion: he may have an imperfect repentance, a false faith, a very false creed; and he may persuade himself that he is in the direct way to heaven. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

One seldom thinks of a habit as a way to sin. Yet, all too often, traits or characteristics that we developed or nurtured in the past, hindered one's relationship with God. It can be so many different things, and yet how often does one ignore the warning signs, or the corrections from God? 

What does the word habitual mean to you? A routine that someone has and is based on habits they have acquired. What one considers customary is also developed from habits. Habits are done so often, that they become something that is automatic in one's life. It is what one becomes "accustomed to".

Is it the Word of life that you have hid within your heart this day, or something that will steer you away from God?

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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