Bible Study Monday 21 January, 2002
Most people usually have a daily routine that they follow. Yet, few will acknowledge them as habits they have developed.

 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it. KJV

 

Of these daily habits that one has, how many of them assist one in their relationship with God? How many of them are detrimental or a hindrance to one's relationship with God?


Galatians 5:7-8 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth? 8 This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you. KJV

 

[Ye did run well] Ye once had the faith that worked by love-- ye were genuine, active, useful Christians. 
[Who did hinder] Who prevented you from continuing to obey the truth? Ye could only be turned aside by your own consent. Paul here, as in <1 Cor. 9:24>, compares Christianity to a race. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
 

[Who did hinder you] Margin, "Drive you back." The word used here [anakoptoo  (grk 348)] means properly to beat or drive back. Hence, it means to hinder, check, or retard. Dr. Doddridge remarks that this is "an Olympic expression, and properly signifies "coming across the course" while a person is running in it, in such a manner as to jostle, and throw him out of the way." Paul asks, with emphasis, who it could have been that retarded them in their Christian course, implying that it could have been done only by their own consent, or that there was really no cause why they should not have continued as they began. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

So much of what one has learned (habits, traits, characteristics) in their growing and development, was contrary to the Word of God. And, unless one takes the time to read the Word, hear Father's correction, and then apply that correction to their life, the old habits or nature will continue to lead one away from God.

 

Often times we will hear people say, that they did it because that is what someone else did. Does that mean that you will follow that person to hell if that is the way that they have chosen to go? As Paul tells us quite plainly, let God be true, and every man a liar. God's Word should be our clarification, and the final word on any matter.

 

Your brother in Him,
In the service of Jesus Christ.

 

Larry Gazelka

 

Copyright © 2002 Built Anew Ministries All Rights Reserved

