Bible study Monday 18 March 2002 

Are you doing your very best, to please God this day?
 

Galatians 1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ. KJV
 

Since the apostle had spoken so harshly, he felt that it should be clear now that he was not seeking to persuade men in the sense of conciliating them or seeking their favor. He was concerned, rather, to be on good terms with God. Pleasing men by adjusting the message to suit their desires is inconsistent with being the servant of Christ. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

But he says if he had PURSUED that purpose to please people; if this had CONTINUED to be the aim of his life, he would not "now have been a servant of Christ. He had been constrained to abandon that purpose in order that he might be a servant of Christ; and the sentiment is, that in order that a man may become a Christian, it is necessary for him to abandon the purpose of pleasing people as the rule of his life. It may be implied also that if in fact a man makes it his aim to please people, or if this is the purpose for which he lives and acts, and if he shapes his conduct with reference to that, he cannot be a Christian or a servant of Christ. A Christian must act from higher motives than those, and he who aims supremely at the favor of his fellowmen has full evidence that he is NOT a Christian. A friend of Christ must do his duty, and must regulate his conduct by the will of GOD, whether people are pleased with it or not. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

How often does one say what the people want to hear, rather than what they need to hear? Jesus Christ spoke the truth, and most often the people were offended by what He said. 

John 6:61 & 66, 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. KJV

 

(1) That a Christian is not to expect to please people. He must not be disappointed, therefore, if he does not. His Master did not please the world; and it is enough for the disciple that he be as his Master. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

If Noah had chosen to please people, would the ark have ever been completed?

(2) a professing Christian, and especially a minister, should be alarmed when the world flatters and caresses him. He should fear either: 



(a) That he is not living as he ought to do, and that sinners love him because he is so much like them, and keeps them in countenance; or, 


(b) That they mean to make him betray his religion and become conformed to them. It is a great point gained for the frivolous world, when it can, by its caresses and attentions, get a Christian to forsake a prayer-meeting for a party, or surrender his deep spirituality to engage in some political project. "Woe unto you," said the Redeemer, "when all men speak well of you," <Luke 6:26>. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Each person must make the choice of what will be the priority in their life, which things will take precedence.

(3) one of the main differences between Christians and the world is, that others aim to please people; the Christian aims to please only God. And this is a great difference. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

(4) it follows that if people would become Christians, they must cease to make it their object to please people. They must be willing to be met with contempt and a frown; they must be willing to be persecuted and despised; they must he willing to lay aside all hope of the praise and the flattery of people, and be content with an honest effort to please God. (From Barnes' Notes)

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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