Bible Study Friday 22 February 2002

If the blind lead the blind, how sure can they be of the path they are taking?

Isaiah 56:10-11 His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter. KJV

The indictment of the self-seeking, unscrupulous professional prophets of Israel. (This passage reverts to the degenerate moral conditions of Isaiah's own time, such as prevailed in the reign of Manasseh.) These prophets are described as watchmen who fail to watch. They are like dogs that fail to bark to warn men of danger, being interested only in filling their own bellies. Or, like stupid shepherds, they are so wholly preoccupied with self-interest that they do not care for their sheep, but give themselves over to winebibbing. (From Wycliffe Commentary)

 

[Greedy dogs] Insatiably feeding themselves with the fat, and clothing themselves with the wool, while the flock is scattered, ravaged, and starved! O what an abundance of these dumb and greedy dogs are there found hanging on and prowling about the flock of Christ! How can any careless, avaricious, hireling minister read this without agitation and dismay? (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Paul tells us that we are to work our own salvation with reverence and respect for God. It is up to the individual to study for God's approval, taking the time, as well as making the proper effort to rightly divide the word of truth. This is where one must learn to hear and follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit, so that they can be led into all the truth, and not following man's traditions and doctrines.

 

It is when a person allows the carnal mind to rule in their life, that the god of this world will blind their minds from seeing the truth and revelation of Jesus Christ. Who or what is it that you are following after this day?

 

In the service of Jesus Christ,

 

Larry Gazelka
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