Bible Study Friday 21 December, 2001

To be partaker of His promise in Christ by the gospel, one must not only hear His message, but then obey it as well.
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; KJV
Definition for obey: 5219  hupakouo (hoop-ak-oo'-o); from 5259 and 191; to hear under (as a subordinate), i.e. to listen attentively; by implication, to heed or conform to a command or authority: 1) to listen, to hearken; used of one who upon the knock at the door comes to listen who it is, (the duty of a porter) 2) to hearken to a command, to obey, be obedient to, to submit to.
 

    One seldom gives heed to how many times the Word talks about or gives reference to the words hear, hearing, or heard (Strong’s #191). It is not enough to just read the Word, but one must hear what it says, and then heed the command or authority that it presents.

     Let us look at Adam Clarke's comments on the above verse.

“In this verse,” Hebrews 5:9, says Dr. Macknight, “three things are clearly stated:

 

 1. That obedience to Christ is equally necessary to salvation with believing on him.
 2. That he was made perfect as a high priest by offering himself a sacrifice for sin, <Heb. 8:3>
 3. That, by the merit of that sacrifice, he hath obtained pardon and eternal life for them who obey him."

 

 He tasted death for every man; but he is the author and cause of eternal salvation only to them who obey him. It is not merely believers, but obedient believers, that shall be finally saved. Therefore, this text is an absolute, unimpeachable evidence, that it is not the imputed obedience of Christ that saves any man. Christ has bought men by his blood; and by the infinite merit of his death he has purchased for them an endless glory; but, in order to be prepared for it, the sinner must, through that grace which God withholds from no man, repent, turn from sin, believe on Jesus as being a sufficient ransom and sacrifice for his soul, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, be a worker together with him, walk in conformity to the divine will through this divine aid, and continue faithful unto death, through him, out of whose fullness he may receive grace upon grace. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 


Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. (KJV)

 

    Today, will you hear His voice, allow Him to come in to sup with you?
 

Your brother in Him,

In the service of Jesus Christ.
 

Larry Gazelka
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