Bible Study Friday 15 February, 2002

Without the proper knowledge of the Word of God, His people will perish!

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. KJV
The result was the destruction of Israel for lack of knowledge. The people did not know God and his ways. This was not simply the result of neglect, but a criminal action. They rejected knowledge, choosing to resolve their problems by looking to false gods and the powerful nations which worshiped them. The priests had been poor examples, leading Israel into apostasy. For this reason they were rejected in the words thou shalt be no priest to me. (From Wycliffe Commentary)
[My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge] "My people are," not, "is." This accurately represents the Hebrew (NOTE: The singular norm, as being a collective is joined with the plural verb). The word "people" speaks of them as a whole; are, relates to the individuals of whom that whole is composed. Together, the words express the utter destruction of the whole, one and all. They are destroyed "for lack of knowledge," literally, "of the knowledge," i. e., the only knowledge, which in the creature is real knowledge, that knowledge, of the want of which he had before complained, the knowledge of the Creator. So Isaiah mourns in the same words, "therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge" <Isa. 6:13>. They are destroyed for lack of it, for the true knowledge of God is the life of the soul, true life, eternal life, as our Saviour saith, "This is life eternal, that they should know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou has sent." The source of this lack of knowledge, so fatal to the people, was the willful rejection of that knowledge by the priest; (From Barnes' Notes)
How often is it that we also reject God's knowledge, and instead turn to the wisdom and knowledge of this world?
Each day the believer has the choice to make, of whether they will partake of the heavenly manna, or the bread of this world. One must remember that a house divided will not stand. Life or death; blessing or curse, this is the choice that is before you this day, which way will you go?
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