Bible Study for 19 April 1999


<at-peace> Father we come before you this morning with open hearts and ears that we may hear and accept that which you have prepared for us this day today within your precious Word to keep us and sustain us through out this day... we thank you Father for this time together sharing your bread of life, giving you Father all of the praise, honor, and glory in Christ Jesus our Lord… 

<ready-fish> Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV) 

<ready-fish> compassed or surround with witnesses…witness, testimony, evidence, record, or report 

<ready-fish> I Jn 5:9-10 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> we have the evidence that God is real, we have his report with in us, so now he asks us to lay aside every weight. what is the weight he is referring to? 
<at-peace> the weight of this world, that burdens us at times? 
<labourer> my own understanding and will 
<renewed> my sins 
<ready-fish> weight, burden or hindrance…sin, our unbelief, which does so easily beset us,, to harass or attack, and yet we see we are surrounded with the witness of God or testimony, why does it so easily beset us? 

<ready-fish> 2 Tim 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (KJV) 

<renewed> progressive awareness .... the more of the Word we receive in our heart and our minds are renewed, the less it will attack us 
<ready-fish> does rightly dividing the word, end when you shut your bible, or leave 
<renewed> no, we need to be able to do it in every situation in life that we face 
<shama> no 
<at-peace> no it does not 
<labourer> faith comes by hearing, unbelief will come by this means too 
<ready-fish> rightly dividing, or dissecting, trims the fat, and allows us to lay aside every weight, 
and if you notice, we are to lay aside every weight, not just some of it. how much excess baggage, do we still carry around every day, sometimes with out even being aware of it? 
<renewed> oh a whole lot 
<shama> too much 
<at-peace> a lot 
<labourer> :o) 
<ready-fish> we are not to take thought for tomorrow, yesterday means, i am putting my hand to the plow, and looking back 
<at-peace> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes charlene 
<at-peace> would , to lay aside every weight be the same as taking up our cross and dyeing daily? 

<ready-fish> Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> allowing Him to increase, we decrease, yes 
<at-peace> okay, thanks 
<ready-fish> so how much is the Lord really asking of us today? 

<ready-fish> Matt 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> Father will never ask, or require of you more than we can handle. so where does all this heaviness and burdens come from? 
<renewed> for me it's usually from ... not forgetting the past, or to start worrying about tomorrow 
<shama> the cares of this world 
<ready-fish> and what is really our labor? 
<renewed> to enter into His rest 

<ready-fish> Heb 4:11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. (KJV) 

<at-peace> keeping our flesh in subjection so that we are able to enter into His rest 
<ready-fish> there is the sin again, that so easily harasses and attacks. we are to take His yoke, not ours upon us. by taking His yoke, the burden will be light and workable 
<labourer> this is so awesome 
<ready-fish> to better understand this, we need to understand what a yoke is. a yoke is a coupling device used to keep the oxen together, working side by side, so once we become yoked with Christ, we have His strength and ability to get us through this day. the problem comes in, when we become unyoked, and try to do it on our own, or if we try to get ahead of Him, thinking like in our prayed life, that He hasn't heard me, or just doesn't understand the urgency. so as long we stayed yoked, or coupled with him, the burden is easy, and light 

<ready-fish> 2 Cor 6:14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? (KJV) 

<ready-fish> a little leaven, does leaven the whole lump. so how much excess baggage, or weight, do we still carry around? what are we meditating on constantly? are we continually rightly dividing the word of truth? 

<ready-fish> I Jn 5:3-4 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> grievous, heavy, burdensome, weighty. as long as we stay yoked with Him, our walk will be a lot less toiling 

<ready-fish> Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, (KJV) 

<ready-fish> we have access to the testimony of Jesus Christ, as well as all the prophets of the old and new testament, these are the witnesses we are to be meditating or holding fast to 

<ready-fish> 2 Cor 13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> in every decision you make, everything we meditate on, every prayer request we make, establish it in the mouth of two or three witnesses, and hold fast to it, and once you have established it in the word, hold fast, without wavering 

<ready-fish> Deut 32:1-2 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass: (KJV) 

<labourer> :o) 
<ready-fish> compassed with a cloud of witnesses, let the word of His truth rain down on us 

<ready-fish> Isa 55:10-11 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> so in order to run this race of salvation, we need to exercise ourselves daily, and keep our spiritual life fit 

<ready-fish> Heb 5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> so as you go about your day, exercise your discernment, rightly divide the word of truth, and cut away any weight, that would so easily harass us. ask and examine yourself constantly, is this your yoke for today Lord? is this what you would have me to be meditating on, and if unsure, ask Him to back it up in His word with at least two or three witnesses. am i thinking on the past, am i fretting about tomorrow, what is your will for today? lets have the witnesses rain down on us, hold fast our profession, and not allow these distractions to so easily harass us 

<ready-fish> Phil 4:6-7 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> careful, distracted for nothing, once you have made your request known to God, don't try to figure out the answer, or dictate a time frame for it. He hears our prayer, and knew what we had need of before we even asked 

<ready-fish> Ps 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> 1 Tim 4:7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> fable, and imaginary event, not real…so what are we giving audience to today, and what baggage needs to be discarded 

<ready-fish> Rom 8:15-16 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: (KJV) 

<ready-fish> allow His spirit to be the ruling factor in our lives for today, stay coupled with Him, and take only His burden 
<ready-fish> any questions or comments? 
<labourer> awesome 
<renewed> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes cheryl 
<renewed> Was just thinking about casting thy burden upon the Lord ... even our burden of unbelief ... for that is what our biggest struggle is ... every time we are struggling with something actually it is a form of unbelief isn't it? 
<ready-fish> yes, it is our unbelief in an area, that does harass us and where the devil will attack, or our focussing more on the problem, than the solution 

<ready-fish> 

Mark 11:23-24 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. (KJV) 

<ready-fish> its a matter of eliminating the doubt, and hold fast our profession of faith without wavering 
<at-peace> and the only way that we can eliminate the doubt is by seeking the truth in His Word and holding to that? 
<ready-fish> any sin in our life, is a result of unbelief 

<ready-fish> John 16:9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; (KJV) 

<ready-fish> does that help cheryl 
<renewed> yes thanks 
<renewed> o/ 
<ready-fish> yes cheryl 
<renewed> how can we tell when we are exercising our faith in areas that perhaps we aren't mature in? causing not only others to stumble, but even ourselves to fall into unbelief? 
<ready-fish> that's where the doubt comes in, when we get in area's Father hasn't led us in, like getting ahead of Him 
<renewed> ok 
<ready-fish> that's why it is a daily process, Father what are asking of me today…not what He may be asking of others, but what is my part you would have me to fulfill within the body for today 

<labourer> Ps 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. (KJV) 

<labourer> :o) 
<ready-fish> that's all He ever asks of each one of us, to fulfill our calling within the body this day 
 

