Bible Study Thursday 3 April 2003

<greg> I thank you Father for this opportunity to hear your message of salvation, that will deliver us from this present evil world, and strengthen as well to do those things that are pleasing in your sight through the message delivered by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Definition for conflict: Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or

overcome. ( example: The good man has a perpetual conflict with his evil propensities.)

­A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety­. To be in opposition or contradictory.

(Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Be anxious about nothing! An easy statement to make, but for the lower nature, how much conflict does this bring in a persons life?

<disciple> much

<diligently> much for the lower nature

<opentext> Let God be true, and every man a liar. Another statement that Paul makes to us. Yet, when does conflict arise? When one takes man's word, above that of God?

<diligently> yes

<disciple> yes...believe the circumstances one sees rather than the Word of God that always works

<opentext> Acts 1:5, For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. (KJV)

<opentext> In the above verse, we can see Jesus Christ make a very simple and plain declaration, of what has happened, and what is about to happen. Yet, if one does not hear God, how much conflict can this simple verse bring in a person's life?

<diligently> very much

<disciple> very much

<chosen> much

<h-d> most believe what the denomination says...not what God says

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism Paul tells us. And yet, with as plain as God makes it to us, because of what people say, there is great conflict sown among the religious circles. This causes great struggles and concerns in a persons mind

<opentext> Definition for conflicting: 1. Striking, or dashing together; fighting; contending; struggling to resist and overcome. 2. Being in opposition; contrary; contradictory. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Yet, any time that you doubt, or question God's Word, does one remember that they have gone in opposition to God? That they have begun open conflict against the Creator of the universe?

<diligently> do not realize this at times

<opentext> Heb 2:1, Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. (KJV)

<opentext> Faith is by hearing the Message delivered by and through Christ, the Word of God. Yet, how often does what man says, cloud one's vision, and cause conflict within their mind?

<diligently> only if we give ear to it

<h-d> many times because they do not know what the word says...they have not taken the time

<greg> many would rather please man than God

<opentext> God's Word is forever settled in heaven. His faithfulness is to all generations. So if we neglect time in the Word, we neglect time with Father, what will happen within one's mind?

<greg> it ends up with a time share plan with the devil

<at-peace> doubt and uncertainty

<diligently> they will transgress back to the old nature

<h-d> falling away

<opentext> If one is sitting next to a river, and it softly and gently flows by, how much attention does one pay to it?

<diligently> much

<at-peace> little.. it is usually when it is roaring 

<h-d> sometimes not much unless it is making a lot of noise

<opentext> If it is roaring though, and threatening to flood and go over the banks, then how much attention does one pay to it? 

<h-d> it will have your full attention

<chosen> much more

<diligently> yes very much

<diligently> but it is not pleasant

<opentext> So we can see how easy it is to allow the still, small voice of God to slip by us, yet give great attention to the devil when he goes about as a roaring lion. This is why the Word has to be settled in your heart, otherwise conflict will begin when one has given ear to conflicting reports.

<opentext> Just as in Mark chapter 4, we can see the examples given of conflicting reports that can cause one to focus in and on the wrong things. God shall supply all of our need according to His riches; but, does one always believe that? Or, maybe only in certain situations?

<h-d> or maybe only for someone else

<diligently> am growing and getting better with this daily, spirit knows this.

<opentext> The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the lusts of other things; these reports come in and conflict with that which God has spoken to us, and causes the truth to slip out of us (our heart and mind), and to be washed away in the stream of life.

<opentext> William's New Testament

Hebrews 2:1 This is why we must pay much closer attention to the message once heard, to keep from drifting to one side.

<opentext> Isn't it when you only listen part way to that which Father speaks, that it is easy for one's thoughts to drift to other things?

<h-d> yes

<diligently> yes

<chosen> yes

<opentext> And once the mind is allowed to drift, does it begin to cause conflict in how and why one responds to this Message once delivered?

<chosen> yes

<h-d> yes

<disciple> yes

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Look at it this way; if you put oil on the handle of a tool, how hard will it be to use that tool if you have to grasp it and hold onto it tightly?

<h-d> extremely if it is nit a bare wood handle

<diligently> it will not work at all

<greg> it would be easy to let it slip

<opentext> Conflicting reports are just like oil on that tool. This is why one has to hear this Message delivered to them, and then cling to, to hold fast their profession of faith without wavering, without slipping.

<opentext> Today, you have the choice to hear and obey this Message, or listen to the conflicting reports of man. Only you can make this choice, only you can make this decision.
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