Bible Study Tuesday 29 April 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father thank you for this new day to serve and learn of you with open hearts to hear and receive your evidence of the truth that is in your Son that will cause us to be wise unto salvation today in praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving unto you through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Weighing the evidence. How easy is it for a person to dismiss or ignore anything that they do not understand?

<chosen> can be very easy

<disciple> that is the usual reaction

<diligently> can be easy if they choose that.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:12, Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. (KJV)

<opentext> We know for a fact, that most people do not have a clear concept of the working of God and His Spirit.

<opentext> Now, those that think they have some concept of God and His Spirit, usually run to other people to find out what they can about God.

<opentext> But for most, they will stay within the boundaries of whatever denomination they belong to.

<opentext> Why is this?

<helpmate> is more comfortable that way, they are not being challenged

<diligently> we need that no man teach us, the Holy spirit will teach us all things

<disciple> they are comfortable, and don't want to have to change that

<at-peace> traditions and doctrines that have been allowed to take root within them instead of the Spirit of Christ

<opentext> God gives the revelation through the Holy Spirit and He gives us the illumination of the Holy Spirit to understand the mind of the Spirit. The tragic failures of men to understand clearly God's revealed will is but a commentary on the weakness and limitation of the human intellect even when enlightened by the Holy Spirit. (from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament)

<diligently> exactly

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:13, Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. (KJV)

<opentext> The evidence shows us that we should follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Yet, how often does a person listen to other people, rather then going directly to the source?

<disciple> that usually happens when they are too impatient or lazy to listen to Father, or train their ear to hear His voice

<chosen> being spoon fed, rather than learning to feed themselves with the truth, studying for Father's approval

<helpmate> some pastors also like to keep the people relying on them for all their needs

<opentext> 1Cor 2:13 Of these we speak--not in language which man's wisdom teaches us, but in that which the Spirit teaches--adapting, as we do, spiritual words to spiritual truths. (Weymouth)

<opentext> Now, one way we can look at this; would you go to gateway to get a dell computer?

<disciple> not at all! <helpmate> no <chosen> no <mike> no <diligently> no

<opentext> So then, for spiritual matters, concerning the nature of God, why would one go to anyone other then God for an understanding of Him?

<disciple> trying to take shortcuts

<disciple> but, then one will get a gateway product instead of the best

<helpmate> they haven't read their instruction manual to know that they are to work out their own salvation with fear and trembling

<opentext> Now the thing that i find so comforting, and yet so intriguing, is that how God speaks to each of us, in the tongue and language that we as the individual will understand. However, doesn't one have to learn His voice and character then, to know that it is Him that is speaking?

<chosen> yes <disciple> yes

<diligently> yes <helpmate> yes <at-peace> yes <mike> yes

<opentext> However, does one always weigh all of the evidence presented, to make sure that it is Him speaking to us?

<disciple> not always

<chosen> at times we can assume, rather than knowing for certain

<opentext> How often do you read everything before you agree to something, or sign an agreement?

<disciple> we have ignored the small print at times, and got ourself in a mess

<disciple> "i" have

<diligently> most often, but not all the time

<mike> at times have done this.

<helpmate> i have done this at times also

<opentext> So then, if wrong words or evidence is presented, and we act or respond without a full disclosure of the facts, what can happen to us?

<helpmate> we will end up on the wrong path

<mike> led astray

<chosen> we could be consuming poison, thinking it was pure

<at-peace> enmity against God

<helpmate> the wrong evidence is against God

<diligently> separation from Father

<opentext> So what happens then when we do not wait patiently for Father to gives us all of the counsel for this day, and only hear a part of that which He has to say? And then who do we blame for the problems we encounter?

<diligently> separation

<at-peace> not enmity... just looked up the def. but we would be placing ourselves against the truth of God's Word

<m-m> usually someone else (or God)

<disciple> one will wind up on the wrong path, if ignoring all of His counsel...i usually blame myself for not listening or being patient

<opentext> Seek ye the Lord (truth) while He may be found. If one gathers an abundance of garbage, how much more difficult does it make it for a person to locate the truth, to gather all of the proper evidence?

<helpmate> many more weeds to be pulled before you can let the real plant prosper

<chosen> the thorns spring up and choke it

<m-m> the garbage distracts from hearing His voice right now

<disciple> clogs the hearing

<opentext> Study the truth of the facts presented, so that you can gather all of the true facts, so that you will never be ashamed before the Lord, because you have taken the proper amount of time to analyze all of the evidence, to be one of His this day.
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