Bible Study Tuesday 22 April 2003

<at-peace> Heavenly Father thank you for this blessed time together in fellowship to hear and receive that which you know each of us has need of that would enable us to grow in grace and in the knowledge of your precious Son Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Weymouth's New Testament

<opentext> Mark 10:19 You know the Commandments - 'DO NOT MURDER;' 'DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY;' 'DO NOT STEAL;' 'DO NOT LIE IN GIVING EVIDENCE;' 'DO NOT DEFRAUD;' 'HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER.'"

<opentext> Now in the KJV translation, it says that we should not bear false witness against thy neighbor, but how often do we think of that, as giving false evidence?

<disciple> we often don't think about our words as giving false evidence...just "our perspective"

<h-d> life....and death are in the power of the tongue

<opentext> Now, have you considered that anything other then the truth of God's Word, would be presenting false evidence?

<diligently> our words are either life or death

<disciple> i do now, but haven't demonstrated that in the past

<opentext> Was thinking of how Paul said ...to let God be true, and every man a liar....or a Larry translation...God's Word is truth, man always presents false or tainted evidence.

<opentext> Anything other then the truth, is a presenting of false evidence before the Court of the universe. 

<opentext> In all of those things listed in the above verse, Mark 10:19, if one will think about it, they are all a result of failure to present the proper evidence according to the truth.

<opentext> Even for myself, at times i thought God had me being to picky. But as we are able to see a clearer revelation of the truth of God's Word, that one can never be to picky when one will consider that eternity is what is at stake here.

<opentext> Prov 25:11A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver. (KJV)

<opentext> The truth will stand out this plainly.

<opentext> Now, a little bit off of the main topic, another thing that Father asked me to share this morning.

<opentext> How often in our Christian walk has one tried to imitate another Christian? That is, we see someone else doing a pretty good job of serving Father, and so we try to imitate everything that they are doing?

<disciple> have done that many times <mike> have done that 

<h-d> imitations are not real....the actions are from the other person's heart, not from the imitators heart

<at-peace> had done that in the past, am learning though that I need to do as Father asks of me regardless of what others are doing

<diligently> have only admired Christ within my family and have wanted to follow the example at times. mostly their Gods word.

<opentext> Now, since each of us are totally different, and totally unique, as God made no two of us the same. Think about of it this way, would your car key work in someone else's vehicle, especially with the computerized chip keys?

<at-peace> no <disciple> no <diligently> no <chosen> no <h-d> no <mike> no

<greg> i have had to clutch start mine the last two days

<opentext> It is the same God, the same Word that causes each of us to be born again. Yet, since we are each members of the body of Christ (one Lord, one faith) each of us has different needs, different requirements, as well as different functions. 

[<opentext> Even though the key for our success is Christ, yet if we think of us as each having the key of Christ, each of us has a unique computer chip within the key, since each of us is so unique. 

<opentext> This is why when we share the Word, we can hear so many different thoughts or applications to one verse that is presented.

<opentext> The key is Christ, yet, the computer chip is each persons uniqueness in Christ. Therefore each of us is able to present a varying revelation of the work of Christ in mankind.

<opentext> Yet, how often has the lower nature yearned to be like someone else?

<disciple> many times… follow me as i only follow Christ

<diligently> at times, and again Christ within them...always being that example only

<opentext> For myself, i marvel at the fact of how special each of us are in God's sight, that He would make only us (the individual) for the task that He has asked of us. No one else is able to perform the task that He has asked of you.

<opentext> So as we should begin to see, the evidence of Christ working in your life, only you are able to present this aspect of Christ. No one else is able to present Christ in this light or revelation.

<opentext> Any time we deny the work of Christ in our life, one is presenting false evidence, that will not only lead them astray, but anyone else that is observing them.

<opentext> Rom 1:16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

<opentext> Today, will you allow the full evidence of Christ in your life, to be presented to those that are around you?

<disciple> yes! <at-peace> yes <chosen> yes <mike> yes <diligently> yes, with the joy of the Lord

<diligently> o/ <opentext> yes judy <diligently> verse to share <opentext> ok

<diligently> Philippians 3:12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

<opentext> side note....if we hide our light under a bushel, we are hiding the evidence of Christ within us.

diligently> the next two verse are so good also

<diligently> Philippians 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> yes judy, operating fully this day, of the evidence that has been revealed to us.....not where we see others at....but where Father has asked us to be at

<mike> there is great liberty in being who we are as individuals in the body of Christ... and great responsibility too (to toe the narrow line)

<opentext> being content with who we are in Christ

<mike> yes

<greg> o/ found one i thought was fitting here

<greg> 12. Indeed, I do not dare to count or compare myself with certain men who are always recommending themselves. But they do not show good sense, because they do continue measuring themselves with one another and comparing themselves with one another. {Williams}

<greg> 2 Cor 10:12For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. (KJV)

<opentext> yes...good one greg...if we always measure ourselves with Jesus Christ, then we will always strive, press towards that mark of the prize of the high calling of God, by Christ within us

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:13If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. (KJV)

<disciple> o/ <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> i am hearing, that our words will guide others somewhere, whether closer to heaven or closer to hell...not just the spoken words, but the word of our example, whether it be for Christ or against Him

<opentext> exactly...what kind of evidence, what kind of clues we present to others

<opentext> standing before the Supreme court of the universe, and having presented Jesus Christ with enough evidence to convict us of being one of His.
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