Bible Study Monday 21 April 2003

<his> Father, thank you for the blessing of this opportunity and the means to gather together through Jesus Christ to hear and receive the Words of Life that You have for us this day. We thank You for the good work that You have begun in us and will continue in us until the day of Christ.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:5, But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for make full proof: to carry out fully (in evidence), i.e. completely assure (or convince), entirely accomplish: KJV-- most surely believe, fully know (persuade), make full proof of. (Strong's) 

<opentext> to bear or bring full, to make full a) to cause a thing to be shown to the full; b) to carry through to the end, to accomplish things that have been accomplished (Thayer's).

<opentext> Definition for ministry: attendant; to tend to the task. The meaning here seems to be, "to furnish full evidence of what is the design of the Christian ministry. (from Barnes' Notes)

<opentext> God sent His Word (a compiling of facts of His love for us, His purpose and plan of reconciliation for us, and that this plan has been put into affect) into all of the world, that whosoever would believe the fact delivered, would be able to obtain eternal life by a proper analysis of this evidence.

<opentext> Evidence then, would be a gathering of information in an orderly manner, so that one is able to assemble a clear portrayal of the subject being addressed. Yet, does one always believe or act upon the evidence that Father presents to us?

<his> not always....own understanding gets in way

<diligently> Not right away at times. <h-d> not always

<opentext> Won't the devil also try to throw conflicting evidence (false information, lies) in one's path as well?

<diligently> yes <at-peace> yes... doubt <his> yes

<opentext> Studying the evidence, rightly dividing the Word of truth, to show oneself approved unto God, by complying with the evidence presented by God, so that one is able to see themselves seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> One is seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, when they properly apply the evidence that God has given them, to be able to prove out that they are one of His children.

<opentext> Yet, do you always believe all of the evidence that God presents to you?

<diligently> most of the time, but not at all times right away.

<opentext> Why is it that one will doubt or question the evidence that God presents to them?

<greg> sometimes i need to act on what has been shown first, before He will show more

<at-peace> without a mind renewed it is difficult to prove what is that good and perfect and acceptable will of God

<his> not always all...sometimes it is some time before i understand what He has shown me

<opentext> Just as with one's computer, they have a anti-virus program that checks the incoming mail, to make sure no false or corrupting evidence is able to enter their computer. What happens if one fails to keep their virus program up to date?

<h-d> traditions and doctrines of man set in

<diligently> bad things will enter in.

<his> the virus gets through

<at-peace> a little leaven comes in and can if allowed corrupt the whole lump

<chosen> they risk getting infected

<opentext> So then, one has to keep their contract current with the provider of the virus program in order to always have fresh information in order to reject or expel any false information or evidence that may try to enter. So one should be able to see the importance of why we are told to renew our mind daily.

<opentext> To renew our mind daily in the Word of truth. It is this Word of truth which is able to point out and expel all false information or evidence that may try to gain entrance to your temple.

<opentext> Yet, does a person always take the steps necessary to keep their spiritual virus program up to date?

<h-d> not always <his> no

<opentext> Why would one neglect this gift or ability within them?

<his> they give ear to distractions, think on the wrong things

<diligently> things of the world they allow to get in and have not all the time for Father that we need.

opentext> A good way that one can look at this, is if we look at the country of Iraq. The virus or corrupt regime was allowed to stay there many years. So it became very well rooted and grounded. How much effort is it requiring to rid that country of the false evidence or corruption that has taken root there?

<at-peace> full commitment <h-d> takes a lot of time and diligence

<diligently> whole hearted effort <at-peace> sacrifice

<opentext> Just as with our lives before Christ, we allowed much corruption and false information to enter our lives. Now that one has turned to God, they have to receive and apply all of the evidence of reconciliation that Father presents to them, so that one is able to search out and expel anything and everything that may bring corruption to their life.

<opentext> making full proof of the evidence that Father has presented to us, that we are in agreement with Him.

<opentext> As Paul tells us, being confident of this very thing, the evidence presented to us of the new creation in Him. If one does not have any confidence in the evidence presented, what good will it do a person? 

<h-d> none at all <chosen> none at all

<his> none...they will be double minded...unstable in all their ways

<diligently> no good at all, mind being renewed is what will help grow with confidence

<opentext> Just as in yesterdays study, that if we have a prescription but we do not use it, what good will it do us?

<chosen> no good <his> none <diligently> no good 

<opentext> Make full proof of thy ministry. Today, being a clear example of the evidence of God's plan of restoration, by allowing Jesus Christ to be the Lord of your life.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<his> o/ <opentext> yes graeme <his> this verse on heart and mind:

<his> Jn 17:17 ¶ Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. KJV

<opentext> the truth, the clear evidence of Father's love for us
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