Bible Study Thursday 17 April 2003

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, in which we can gather before your throne for that daily bread which is able to feed us and sustain us. We thank you for the gift of eternal life that you have provided for us by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ our Lord and savior.

<opentext> Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)

<opentext> Definition for evidence: That which elucidates (To make clear or manifest; to explain; to remove obscurity from, and render intelligible; to illustrate. An example will elucidate the subject.)and enables the mind to see truth; proof arising from our own perceptions by the senses, or from the testimony of others, or from inductions of reason. To elucidate; to prove; to make clear to the mind; to show in such a manner that the mind can apprehend the truth, or in a manner to convince it. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> The clarity of the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, that allows us to hear and see the proof of Father's love for us, by the reconciliation afforded us by the ultimate sacrifice set forth by His Son.

<opentext> When you first believed in the Message, you heard God speak to your heart, yet did you comprehend all that you heard?

<disciple> no <h-d> no <at-peace> no <diligently> no <mike> no

<opentext> You heard God's voice, but did you yet fully comprehend it as God's voice?

<h-d> not really <disciple> not entirely, no <diligently> not at first <m-m> no

<opentext> So then, in reality, we had to hear more evidence to eliminate the conflict or struggle going on in one's mind, in order to have trust in the Message that we heard, and that it was from God for us.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that we can only be changed by the renewing of the mind, that is hearing the evidence presented by God to us, so that we have the ability, the choice to come into agreement with Him, which brings about reconciliation, as we continue to grow in our trust and belief in this Message.

<opentext> Living Bible

Hebrews 11:1 What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.

<opentext> As we first heard the Message in our heart, we had hope that God would deliver that which He promised, that is new life in Christ. Now, was accepting this evidence that God presented to you, easy to accept when you first heard it?

<h-d> not all of it <diligently> no, not all the time <chosen^> no <disciple> not really

<opentext> As we can see in each of our lives, for each of us, it took many years of hearing this Message before we had trust enough in the evidence, to commit ourselves to it. 

<opentext> Now, when you first believed, did you think that God would talk with you, that you could hear His voice?

<disciple> no <m-m> no <diligently> no <h-d> no <chosen^> no

<opentext> So then, who was it that was talking to our hearts all that time? 

<diligently> Father

<disciple> it was Father...we just didn't recognize it was His voice

<h-d> thought it was my conscience speaking to me

<m-m> my thoughts I thought :o)

<opentext> And yet, because one did not believe all of the evidence that God was presenting to us, we wavered and doubted that God would talk to us.

<opentext> As we continued to hear the evidence presented to us, and begin to line it up with the evidence of the Word that Father had presented to us, we then began to expand the borders of our faith.

<opentext> Now, the gift of Christ was all encompassing from the moment of the new birth; however, we had to grow in the evidence presented, to come to a deeper understanding of all that we had received with this gift.

[05:20] <opentext> The eyes of "your" understanding had to be enlightened or broadened in accordance with the evidence you received from this Message. Yet, how often did one try to base their growth on the evidence that had been presented to someone else?

<disciple> quite a few times...measuring myself with others

<diligently> did that at times <chosen^> at times

<m-m> often... thought that is what I was supposed to do.

<opentext> Montgomery New Testament

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the title-deed of things hoped for; the putting to the proof of things not seen.

<opentext> Now, Jesus Christ told us, that in His Father's house there are many mansions; so we can see that faith is our title deed to the promises Father has made to us the individual.

<opentext> If we go to feed ourselves, the hand will not have the same tasks as the feet, nor will the feet have the same task of the mouth. Yet, all of the body as a whole, has to work together so that the purpose can be accomplished.

<opentext> Each part of the body receives slightly different commands, yet all with the same purpose in mind, with the same goal.

<opentext> Yet, do we always remember this as the body of Christ?

<disciple> not always <diligently> not always <chosen^> no 

<opentext> The evidence that we have received as members as the body of Christ is vital for our new life in Him. Yet, each member of the body will receive the evidence in a slightly different manner since no two members have the exact same function.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed how each person hears God just a little bit different then everyone else?

<chosen^> yes <disciple> yes <m-m> yes <diligently> yes

<opentext> Yet, the evidence of the Message will never contradict the outcome that Father has designed.

<opentext> Now, when you first heard the Message, did you see the Message (and all that it entails) as clearly as you do now?

<h-d> no m <chosen^> no <disciple> no <diligently> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> So then, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. You did not understand all of the evidence when it was first presented to you, but as you have allowed the Spirit of God to lead and guide you, the eyes of your understanding have been enlightened, or allowed to now see into the realm of the Spirit.

<opentext> As one continues their walk here as a pilgrim, Father will continue to present evidence to us, that will more clearly show us the way we should go, and the path we should follow.

<opentext> Just as in a police investigation, there is never one person that solves a case from the evidence. It is many departments working together for the common goal.

<opentext> We have the privilege of being members of the body of Christ, and to share the evidence Father has presented to us, so that we may obtain eternal life with Him.
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