Bible Study Tuesday 1 April 2003

<chosen> Father we thank you for all that you have done for us through Christ,...we pray that we will walk this day, in all that you have made available to us, not neglecting any part of your Word... we thank you for preparing this meal for us, and we pray that we will be quick to hear and obey through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Definition for conflict: Struggling with difficulties; a striving to oppose, or overcome.

( example: The good man has a perpetual conflict with his evil propensities.) A struggling of the mind; distress; anxiety. To be in opposition or contradictory. (Webster's 1828 dictionary)

<opentext> Now stop and think about this for a moment; a Christian is in conflict, when there arises a struggling between the lower nature, and the new nature in regards to the instructions given in the Message they hear.

<opentext> How often does one hear the Word in the new nature, but then the lower nature rises up, and does all that it can, to keep the new nature from acting on, from carrying out the new instructions?

<disciple> very often

<chosen> have done this too often

<diligently> as often as we allow

<opentext> example: The good man has a perpetual conflict with his evil propensities. Yet, how often does the person try to blame this conflict on others, rather then recognizing the battle that is taking place within themselves?

<greg> i would say the deeper one goes into the truth, the more flesh will be in conflict

<disciple> many do that...i am learning to recognize the source of the battles, daily

<diligently> learning daily and growing daily

<opentext> If a person starts a new exercise routine, do they struggle at all with the new routine or instructions?

<disciple> yes <diligently> yes <chosen> yes

<at-peace> the flesh would rather not have to put forth the effort

<opentext> How much discipline does it take to remain faithful to this new plan?

<disciple> a whole lot <chosen> very much

<diligently> all...with our whole heart , soul , mind

<chosen> one has to be determined

<at-peace> daily keeping the flesh in subjection

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:7But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness.

8For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. (KJV)

<opentext> So then, one has to refuse the counseling of the lower nature, and give ear and obedience to that which strengthens and maintains their relationship with Father, and that new life in Christ?

<chosen> yes <at-peace> yes <h-d> yes <diligently> yes <disciple> yes

<opentext> 2 Tim 2:3, Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Now note here, that it says as a good soldier. Why would Paul state it this way?

<chosen> fighting the good fight of faith

<diligently> because that is a part of our training

<h-d> we should have put on the armour of Christ as a soldier puts on his armour of war

<at-peace> it is an example of how we are to endure... we should not be in the mixed of a battle since the Lord has already obtained and given the victory to us

<disciple> a good solider does not run away at resistance, but stands fast, trusting that his commander knows how to direct him to withstand the enemy, even during fierce resistance

<opentext> All good answers...Don't many Christians believe that they should be in a conflict? Don't many look for a battle each day?

<disciple> yes <chosen> yes <h-d> yes

<diligently> i don’t look, but there is always one their if we choose to pick it up 

<diligently> yes

<opentext> Paul tells us that we should be as soldiers, that is one who hears the commanders counsel, and follows them to the letter. Total trust and confidence in the Commander. Why is this? Because the battle has already been won. We are supposed to walk in the victory that has already been afforded to us.

<opentext> The conflict arises, when one does not believe the plan or instructions that the Commander gives us.

<opentext> [Endure hardness] He considers a Christian minister under the notion of a soldier, not so much for his continual conflicts with the world, the Devil, and the flesh, for these are in a certain sense common to all Christians, but for the hardships and difficulties to which he must be exposed who faithfully preaches the Gospel of Christ. (from Adam Clarke Commentary)

<opentext> In the world we shall have tribulations, that is those things that try to get us to lean to our own understanding, rather then holding fast the profession of faith.

<opentext> All scripture if given by inspiration of God, and is for our advantage so that one will not get pulled into conflict, but rather would rise above the battle, and remain seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Doesn't the conflict begin, when one forgets to remain seated where they belong, because they have allowed the conflict in their mind to pull them down?

<diligently> yes <disciple> yep <chosen> yes <at-peace> yes

<h-d> that’s why we need to cast down all those thoughts before they dislodge us

<opentext> If one was driving in a car, and the weather conditions got quite bad, if one slows down and becomes more observant, will they be as apt to go off the road?

<h-d> no <disciple> no <diligently> no <chosen> no <at-peace> no

<opentext> Yet, when conflict or struggles arise, does one slow down to hear all of Father's counsel for being an overcomer, or get in a rush to get through it, to get it over with?

<h-d> not always

<diligently> not always

<disciple> usually want to say we've been through it, rather than saying we are standing fast in the midst of it

<chosen> usually want to get it over with

<opentext> Could this be why Paul says that above all, taking the shield of faith (the Message delivered by and through the Word of God, Christ). Conflict and struggles happen, when one operates apart from, or separate from this Message.

<opentext> Without faith, without the Message once delivered, it is impossible to please Him...without faith, one will enter conflict.

<opentext> Heb 3:13But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. (KJV)

<opentext> Lest any be led into conflict, by misinformation by the enemy.

<opentext> A mind has to be renewed by the instructions of Father, and then these instructions have to be carried out and maintained. This is the only way that one will be able to avoid conflict.

<opentext> Today, do not be conformed to this world and the counsel of the lower nature, but be transformed, be changed by the which is pleasing to Father.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/ <opentext> yes charlene <at-peace> verses to share.... <opentext> ok

<at-peace> 2 Cor 10:4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. (KJV)

<opentext> and the stronghold pulled down, is the conflict that tries to arise in one's mind
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