1 February 1999


<now-faith> Heavenly Father we come before your throne of grace this morning to seek all that you would have for us this day through your Word that gives us living waters and

 fresh bread to sustain us... we come before you with open hearts and willing minds to listen, hear and obey all that you ask of us as we make you our source in and through all things. Father we thank you for this day that you have made and all the blessings we have received through Christ Jesus and we are quick to give you and you alone all the praise honor and glory through your Son Jesus Christ...

<opentext> For the past few weeks, we have been looking at how the flesh not only hinders our walk with Father, but also seriously clouds our vision. Without a vision or revelation from God, the people will perish. This is because the revelation is Christ the Son of God. This is the bread of life that is essential for our spirit man to grow.  

<opentext> Matt 16:16-17, And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for **flesh and blood** hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. (KJV)

<opentext> Many times as we listen to scriptures, we read what they say, we hear what they say, but we fail to remember that the words that He spoke, they are spirit, and they are life. We forget, that God is a Spirit, and they that fellowship with Him…must do it in Spirit and in truth.   Yet all too often, we attempt to do it in the flesh, and then wonder why we have failed so miserably.

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12, But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> All too often, we look to man for the answers, rather then remembering that man is only the vessel that Father uses at times to speak to us.  

<opentext> Gal 1:16, ​To reveal​ his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred ​not​ with flesh and blood:(KJV)

<renewed> We can only share/preach that which is written in our hearts, that which Father has revealed to us.

<opentext> exactly cheryl....and something that we forget at times

<help-fish> he searched the scriptures

<opentext> yes helen...Paul searched the scriptures.....he sought to establish a personal relationship with Father through Jesus Chris until Pentecost, the day the Spirit was sent, the mystery could not be fully revealed...for within the Word Paul saw that the hidden treasures did indeed preach Christ. Paul did not learn this from any man! He did not go to the local seminary, or the local group of elders to learn of and receive the revelation of Jesus Christ. <opentext> How many of you, would have wanted to run to the

 Apostles, and sit and learn at their feet?

<renewed> I would have .. thinking they knew the truth ...

<shama> yes, i would have

<mizpah> i would, too

<opentext> i am sure that had to have been a temptation to Paul as well, yet Father's message to Paul was quite clear, that he was to learn from Father by the Holy Spirit. and isn't it a temptation to always run to man, to check with him to see if we are hearing correctly?

<mizpah> yes, it sure is

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yeah

<renewed> yes

<opentext> Yet how often is it that we heap to ourselves teachers, with our ears itching, to hear and see what the world is doing?

<now-faith> yes sure is

<now-faith> yes sure is

<renewed> don't do that any more, used to though

<help-fish> not any more

<shama> the flesh wants to do that

<mizpah> yeh, on rare occasions, i still listen to the TV preachers for a few minutes

<opentext> Many have begun in the Spirit, and then think they are made perfect by the flesh. They leave the first principles of the oracles of God.  

<opentext>   Heb 5:12   For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.(KJV)


<opentext> definition for oracles…  logion- a brief utterance, a divine oracle (doubtless because oracles were generally brief)  a) in the New Testament, the words or utterances of God  b) used of the contents of the Mosaic law.  

<opentext> so what Paul was telling the Hebrews here, was that they had forgot how to listen to God, to have intimate conversation with them. their hearing had become dull to Father's voice, and had now started listening to man, rather then Father's counsel.  

<now-faith> so they were trying to replace that with going to man?

<opentext> yes michie...for it takes much less effort in and on the flesh to run to man, then it does to be still and talk with Father
<now-faith> so true

<opentext> and when we start to listen to the flesh...then also comes envy division and strife.  and we then again begin to act as mere fleshly men.....

<opentext> Heb 5:12-13, For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.   (KJV)

<opentext> now note as Paul goes on here, he is plain to say that they now need to be taught the milk of the Word again....however, the problems is, that if they are in the flesh, who are they most apt to run to?

<now-faith> man

<mizpah> man that will agree with them

<at-peace> man

<shama> the flesh

<opentext> stop and reflect for a moment, when you have been operating in the flesh, you would keep running around, till you found those that would agree with you, yet how much unrest was within your spirit?

<now-faith> babies need a grown up to feed them and change them and clothe them.... they are unable to do it for themselves. total unrest and torment

<shama> lots of unrest and fear

<mizpah> no peace at all

<opentext> so the question is then, how do we ever get to the place where we will listen to Father, and go to those that He has said will teach us properly?

<renewed> only by stopping and hearing Father

<shama> by staying in the Word and walking in the Spirit

<at-peace> by hearing and listening what Father is saying to us... by renewing our mind with the Word of God

<help-fish> by continuing in His word......the spirit man will be comfortable when he knows he is hearing the Word of truth

<now-faith> when we are at that point where we need to find that out, we usually don't "feel" like studying and remaining in the Word, we have to jerk ourselves off that rut and realize we are on the wrong path so that we can hear again.

<opentext> how hard is it to humble the flesh, and return to Father, after we have allowed the Word to slip?

<now-faith> at times extremely hard

<renewed> very painful on the flesh

<shama> it can be hard

<mizpah> it is difficult

<help-fish> it is hard...the flesh still wants to rebel

<at-peace> it is difficult

<opentext> so then we can understand what Paul was saying that it was a constant battle to keep his flesh in subjection to the

 Spirit?

<now-faith> yes

<renewed> yes

<help-fish> sure can

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yep

<opentext> at times...or should i say most of the time, we would like to think that as we grow, then the devil should quit attacking?  

<now-faith> it would be nice!

<renewed> yes, but won't happen

<mizpah> or at least get easier to give it to Father

<shama> yeah

<at-peace> yes we do

<renewed> he doesn't ever seem to get tired of trying to attack us

<help-fish> it would be very nice, but i look at it this way....if i know i am at, where Father wants me to be and the devil is still attacking, i must be doing something right.  

<opentext> we have to remember, that the devil is a spirit, and also all of  the workers...so they are not going to tire like our flesh does.  

<opentext> and the devil is out to steal your joy, kill any desire you have to listen and serve Father, and destroy any hope that you have in Father and His Word.

<help-fish> they know the opportunity that they have lost and can never have again and they want to take as many with them as they can

<renewed> the flesh can't war with the spirit and win .. only spirit against spirit

<opentext> very good points

<opentext> and maybe that is why Paul warned us that we wrestle not with flesh and blood?

<renewed> right

<at-peace> yup

<help-fish> right

<mizpah> yeh, it is

<opentext> yet, how often is it that we get pulled or tricked into battling with the flesh?

<mizpah> too often!

<renewed> more than I'd like to admit!

<shama> too often at times

<at-peace> yes, too often at times

<opentext> We forget that faith comes by hearing…but what we are hearing has to be the utterance of God.

<shama> and fear comes by listening to satan?

<opentext> or as Paul told the Hebrews....ye have need that one teach you again which be the have need of milk, and not of strong meat.   

<opentext> yes steph...faith comes from Father, fear from the devil

<opentext> Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are


 (KJV)

<opentext> Paul was saying that they needed to learn how to hear Father...again....there hearing had become lazy. they had forgot how to rightly divide the Word of truth. It has to be spoken by God's inspiration….as all scripture is. It is by His Spirit that He is able to speak to us.  

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. (KJV)

<opentext> all scripture is given by the utterance of God......

<opentext> 2 Pet 2:17-18 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.


 (KJV)

<opentext> God's Word corrects us and wants to draw us closer...the devil tries to puff us up. What is it that you have been giving ear to? The Word tells us clearly that we cannot hear God by flesh and blood? So how is it that you have been listening?  

<opentext> Eph 3:3-5, How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; (KJV)

<opentext> why did Paul write before in a few words?

<renewed> he wrote only that which Father had revealed to him at that time ...

<at-peace> his example was speaking louder than words?

<help-fish> he wrote at the time what he had understood, and he had grown so much more than when he wrote the first time

<mizpah> because he didn't want the concentration of his experience, but that they would seek Father on their own.

<opentext> Paul wrote to where his understanding had been opened to, and penned that which was real and alive in his life.  

<opentext> how often is it that we try to share beyond that which has been clearly revealed to us by Father?

<help-fish> it doesn't work

<renewed> sometimes but we only open ourselves and others to confusion

<opentext> If we look at the vessel that Father is using, then we are listening to flesh and blood, and we are in for some rough times.   Though God may use apostles and prophets to bring forth the mystery of the gospel, we have to remember that they are but vessels for Father's use. It is still the Spirit of God that is speaking through them.

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4, And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: (KJV)

<opentext> this will be a good place for us to close today, and we will continue here tomorrow, any questions from today?

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> if you are in the flesh, what will make you start looking and reading the Word?  the flesh wouldn't want to do that.

<opentext> many will study and memorize the Word to impress others....it is one thing to read the Word, but quite another to listen to the Word, hear Father's correction, and then apply it to our life.  

<mizpah> ok

<opentext> faith without works (God's Word operating in our life)

 is ____?

<mizpah> dead

<at-peace> dead

<opentext> and they that are in the flesh CANNOT please God!

<opentext> Jude 1:20-21  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the

 mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
  (KJV)

<mizpah> yes, i know that...and i know they should turn to the Word if they are in the flesh, but why would they do it?  i guess i am asking what would prompt them to when they are in the flesh

<opentext> miz, Father is always calling and speaking to the heart....it is whether or not we will hear His call, and open the door to our heart and allow Him to come in

<Servant> o/

<opentext> yes stephanie

<Servant> how do you know when someone is operating in the flesh?

<opentext> stephanie....any true servant of God, will always point the people to Father through Jesus Christ, and not try to build up or establish a following for themselves. those that are in the flesh, will mind the things of the flesh...buildings, body counts of followers...how much they have monetarily done for the Lord

<Servant> o/

<opentext> yes stephanie

<Servant> is that why we check their spirit, say during conversation?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> I Jn 4:1-2  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
 (KJV)

<Servant> and if they say "I think, I feel ect....watch out?

<opentext> and as John says clearly here, to reaffirm what Father said through Paul, that unless they know the mystery, they will be self-serving. stephanie...exactly...those that know Father through Jesus Christ...will know that which Father has shown them, they will not have to think about it, or guess. i cannot see one place where Paul says that he hopes he is sharing only the truth with the people.  

<Servant> I understand now, I guess if you have to think about what God's word says, you are going in the wrong direction.  it is to know that you know the Word to be true.  

<opentext> Phil 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
 (KJV)

<opentext> exactly...and when we have heard Father...we will be confident in that which He has opened to us.  enough so to put our life on the line for it. my flesh is always telling me....larry, lighten up a bit, and then you will be asked to teach at many more places, and my spirit man immediately says.....no compromise

<at-peace> let God be true and every man a liar (even our own flesh or old nature)

<opentext> Rom 8:5-6  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. (KJV)

<Servant> when we conform to the ways of the world we then are working in the flesh.

<opentext> yes...

<opentext> John 17:14  I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. (KJV)

<opentext> John 15:20-21  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.  (KJV)

<opentext> we oftentimes forget, that it was the religious leaders of His day, that put Jesus Christ to death...as was the case with Paul also. why would it be any different now? Saul was the religious leader that put Stephan to death.  

<Servant> so we should count it all joy when we are persecuted by "religious leaders" for Christ?

<opentext> stephanie yes...our flesh will not like it....however our spirit man will rejoice

<Servant> because we know that the spirit man is moving us forward?

<opentext> correct

<Servant> into a closer relationship with the Lord

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> whichever is fed the most...flesh or spirit...is what will be in control

<Servant> that is true, we see that so often, yet to acknowledge it is something we have to deal with in our life, by submission to the Spirit.  

<opentext> yes, something we have to deal with daily, and that is why Paul said that he had to die daily to the flesh

<Servant> i see that more clearly every day!

<opentext> as we grow in the Word each day...more of the veil of flesh will be removed from our eyes that we will see more clearly in the Spirit

<now-faith> Ps 1:1  Blessed is the man that​ walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly​, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.


(KJV)

<now-faith> ungodly=our flesh

<opentext> Eph 1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,   (KJV)

