January 9, 1998

<at-peace> Father, I come before you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ...

<at-peace> I pray Father that it will be your word that brings life to our day...

<at-peace> that we may grow in spirit, in wisdom and knowledge of your word...

<at-peace> Father, I pray that you will watch over us, and keep us safe on our journeys today where ever they take us...

<at-peace> Help us to keep in remembrance those on our prayer board and that we may be in constant prayer with you in spirit throughout this day...

<at-peace> Father, we give you all the praise, honor, and glory in the name of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ..

<at-peace> we love you Father.

<opentext> Father, we give you and you alone, all the praise, honor, and glory, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store, through Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour.........

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:17

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:17) -- And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

<opentext> note, we have to take the sword of the Spirit

<opentext> We are quick to take action against those that will steal from us in the physical realm. We will do almost anything within our power to protect our family and possessions, (and not necessarily in that order). We will do most anything to maintain our standing in our community, yet how much of a stand will we take for the Word of God?

<at-peace> I see.

<opentext> Have you ever noticed, that in the above verse, that one has to renew their mind in the Word of God, before one can be sure that he is putting God's Word on the scene?

Renewed> ah, not before now ...

<opentext> AND, IN ALL REALITY, all the preceding has to be in place before we can utilize the Word properly

<opentext> a foundation in the truth

<opentext> understanding our right standing with Father through Jesus Christ

<opentext> our walk in the Word prepared daily

<opentext> and a renewed mind, that we will know Father's Word to put on the scene

renewed> yes!

<opentext> Heb 4:12-13, 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. (KJV)

<at-peace> Father has already prepared us for our day, we need to be renewed to know what Father has for us.

<opentext> Father knows what lies ahead, and knows what we need to hold fast our profession of faith

<MrPicky> be renewed in the spirit of your mind

<opentext> Isa 55:11, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. (KJV)

<opentext> We have to know our rights and authority as children of God, before one is able to take a stand for the kingdom of God. It has to be an integral part of our daily thought process, as well as a part of our very being. We have to be cognizant that the battle is not in any physical realm or arena. It is a spiritual battle, and what is at stake, is where it is that you are going to spend eternity.

<opentext> @read Hebrews 4:12

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 4:12) -- For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

<opentext> notice how it divides

<opentext> soul and spirit

<opentext> joints and marrow

<at-peace> renewed shared with me yesterday about not signing someone’s birthday card because it was not words of life.

<at-peace> They ask why and she told them, and they went and bought a new card.

<opentext> and, it discerns between the thoughts and intents

<at-peace> Fathers Word was as a two edged sword, it cut to their heart.

<opentext> exactly....anything we put ourselves in agreement with, Father will hold us accountable for

renewed> I'm seeing that clearer and clearer :-) 

<opentext> notice, that it discerns between our thoughts, and Father’s intentions

<opentext> thus...soul and spirit...

<opentext> joints and marrow

<MrPicky> our words we speak will either bring us life our death, in Genesis it says  Gods word brings forth Life

<opentext> the joints are the flesh....the marrow produces life

renewed> okay .. just going to ask that <G>

<opentext> and since we are created in Their image, and after Their likeness....our thoughts are what usually comes out of our mouth

<opentext> thus, we have to have a renewed mind, to put forth Father's words

<opentext> We have to come to the realization, that Father has made available to each and every person, all that He made available to Jesus of Nazareth through Christ. (Rom. 8:9)

<opentext> John 14:12-13, 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (KJV)

<opentext> This all begins to happen the moment that we accept the gift of God, His obedient Son, Jesus Christ, as our Lord and Saviour. (2Cor. 5:16-17) The moment that we accept Christ, we become a new creation in Him. Old things are passed away; all things become new. (Look at these few verses; Isa.43:25, Isa. 44:22, Phil 3:13-14.)

<opentext> all is new in the spirit man, however, the mind still has to be renewed, and that, day by day

<opentext> (Were you aware of the fact, that after you were born-again, that if you would have looked in a mirror; that there was no visible change that you could see? It is in the spiritual realm that the change takes place)

<at-peace> now faith is, where are Fathers intentions 

renewed> no

<opentext> Now that we have the Spirit of Christ within us, what do we do with it? Most people want Father to do all of the work for them. 

<at-peace> @read Proverbs 21:2

<Chatbot> (Proverbs 21:2) -- Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts.

<opentext> how many of us wait for Father to do the work?

renewed> just about all of us .. cause that's what we've been taught ...

<at-peace> if our mind isn't renewed we tend to ask Father why he hasn't done anything yet

<opentext> and yet, what is there left that Father can do?

<at-peace> nothing, he has given us and done everything for us...

<opentext> correct

<opentext> now, all the rest is up to us

<opentext> They want Father to send teachers, or preachers, or evangelists to them.  They do not have any time to study the Word for themselves; but rather want someone else to do all of the studying for them. Yet, Father and Son, have done all that they are able to do for you. Now, the rest is up to you; what will you do with this gift?

<at-peace> we have to be the ones to yield our flesh, and take heed to his Word and let it operate in our lives by studying to show ourselves approved unto God.

renewed> o/

<opentext> yes renewed

renewed> when we say they have done all for us ... aren't we limiting God?

<opentext> how so....

<opentext> if we stay within His will, what will we ever be lacking?

<opentext> what will we ever have need of?

renewed> ummmmm ... well God is omnipotent ... so He is able to do anything at His will ...

<at-peace> all we have to do is ask

<opentext> renewed, better yet, what did Jesus Christ lack for in His life here?

renewed> nothing :-)

<opentext> why?

<opentext> or did that answer it?

renewed> because He knew the Father, and that Father provided all He had need of ...

<opentext> exactly

renewed> ah, I see it's the *knowing* that becomes the problem for us ...

<opentext> correct

<opentext> we want to see it before we believe, Father says believe and you will see

<opentext> once we get that in line, is when we usually get the victory in that area

<opentext> We have to get to know the truth of God's Word. We have to get ourselves to the place that we know without a doubt, that God cannot and will not lie! He is the ultimate of truth! His Word is truth!

<opentext> We have to know, that within the Word of God, that there are no contradictions! Therefore, the problem is never on God's end; but rather on ours. This is the basic ground work of our salvation. All scripture is God breathed; it is without error!

<at-peace> the truth shall set you free.

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> what scripture is that verse?

school - i hope everyone has a blessed day in Christ!)

<opentext> John 8:31-32

<opentext> that one

<opentext> or all scripture is God breathed?

<at-peace> thanks

<opentext> We have to understand that we cannot have access unto the throne of grace in a time of need, without the righteousness of Jesus Christ in our life.

<opentext> Each one of us has to come to the realization, that Jesus Christ took my (your) place at the cross and in the grave. In knowing this, and operating within this righteousness, He acts as my mediator, advocate and lawyer before the throne of God Almighty.

<opentext> How can one ever take a stand for Him if they do not know the truth and righteousness of Jesus Christ? Let alone be able to distinguish the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house?

<at-peace> there is no other foundation than Jesus Christ, that can build us up and get us home.

<opentext> none

<opentext> Unless His Word is my Light source, one will stumble in the darkness, with no way to discern which path it is that we are on. 

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> @read psalms 119:9

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:9) -- Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.

<opentext> His Word should direct our every step

<opentext> It is only as we take the time to prepare ourselves in the Good News, that we are able to recognize Father's voice, and the instructions in the Word that He has for us. It is the voice of this Word, that enables us to negotiate the straight and narrow path to Father's house, without slipping or straying. How sure are you of each of your steps? Is each of your steps ordered of the Lord?

<opentext> how often do we take the time to analysis our every decision by the Word?

renewed> not often enough

<opentext> this is what will keep us from making many *bad* choices

<at-peace> I pray always that I will become more like God's character. letting the flesh die away.

<opentext> yes, and yet the pruning brings pain to the flesh

<opentext> @read Hebrews 12:11

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 12:11) -- Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

<opentext> Above all, taking God's Word! With this Word, we are to train, educate, learn and put into daily practice all the things that we hear Father speak. How is your hearing?

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:23

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:23) -- If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> how are we moved away from the hope of the gospel?

renewed> by putting our eyes towards worldly things .... and off Father

<at-peace> by not renewing our mind with Gods word.

<opentext> by not starting *your* day with Father in His Word

<opentext> if we wait till the first battle of the day.........what has occupied our mind up until that point?

renewed> usually cares and concerns of the world

<opentext> John 16:13-14, 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. (KJV)

<at-peace> worldly thoughts

<opentext> exactly 

<opentext> training ourselves to talk with Father before, before we get out of bed

<opentext> talk to Father, before grumbling at the alarm

<at-peace> acknowledging him 

<opentext> or, who ever had the unpleasant task of waking you

<Labourer> keeping the body in subjection to the spirit even when it is crying all the way to the shower

<at-peace> I wait till after I hit the alarm

<opentext> exactly....as soon as we wake up, rather then mumbling...time to get up already

<at-peace> now I know that even just acknowledging his presence in our life first thing.

<opentext> learn to let your first thoughts each day be words of thanksgiving to Father

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> is precious to him.  as a child coming to say good morning to their dad.

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> wow!

<opentext> As we allow the Holy Spirit to be our teacher, He will tell us of the things that He hears Father speak. How tuned are your spiritual ears? 

<opentext> When we allow this to happen in our life, then and only then, will we have clear, crystal, life giving waters available to flow from our inner being. 

<opentext> It is these waters that are able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (Isa. 54:17) However, what do you think will happen to you, if we do not take the time to hear the Word of God, and keep our spirit man fed? What will happen especially when those fiery darts will come from every direction.

renewed> they'll hit the mark ...

<NowFaithIs> you will be plummeted and fail!

<at-peace> our shield will be small

<opentext> these are distractions, that cause us to loose our focus of their straight and narrow path that leads to Fathers house

<opentext> We should renew our minds daily in the Word of God. It should be a continual thing. Do you really think that the devil and his workers ever take a break, or even time off for summer vacation? The only time that the devil is not bothering us, is when he has us right where he wants us, and we are no longer a threat to his kingdom.

<at-peace> even in the sleep of night, they are lurking

<opentext> exactly, and the importance of going to bed with our mind renewed in and on the Word

<at-peace> we need to be in constant prayer with Father

<NowFaithIs> holding captive all thoughts and imaginations

<opentext> pray without ceasing

<opentext> exactly

<Labourer> and prayer one for another is important

<NowFaithIs> o/

<at-peace> our spirit doesn't sleep

<opentext> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> I have a good example of that.....the other day in my car I was listening to a "Christian" tape....

<NowFaithIs> and the words were wrong....I couldn't get that song out of my head all day :-(

<Labourer> :o)

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:18

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:18) -- Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

<NowFaithIs> so my mind was renewing itself in the wrong words over and over

<opentext> exactly.....as we saw wed., think on these things

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:8

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:8) -- Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> Most of us, has the tendency to think more highly of ourselves than we ought. We get the self impression that we can never be tempted, nor led astray. We fail to heed the warnings of the Holy Spirit, that some shall depart from the faith. We fail to see and hear the warnings of the Lord Himself, that there would be wolves in sheep's clothing. Have you ever spotted a wolf in sheep's clothing?

<at-peace> many, since coming to know the truth of God's word.

<NowFaithIs> yes

renewed> yep

<opentext> exactly

<Labourer> you know them by their fruit (thorns, thistles, the spirit of anti-Christ)

<opentext> If one never changes the motor oil in their vehicle, how long do you think that it will be, before that vehicle has it's engine seize or quit working? To keep one's vehicle operating at maximum efficiency, one must check the engine oil at regular, as well as consistent intervals. This will assure us of dependable and reliable transportation to our destination.

<Labourer> they don’t come in the meekness and gentleness of Christ

<opentext> exactly mike

<opentext> To change only the oil, and not the filter, would be comparable to saving our bath water from bath to bath, and only removing the big chunks of dirt. By changing the filter, we remove all of the impurities, and thus do not immediately contaminate the fresh, clean oil put in.

renewed> ewww .....

<at-peace> yuk

<NowFaithIs> lol...that is what I thought!

<Labourer> :o)

<at-peace> I think I would rather have clean burning oil 

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> keeping our mind renewed on the Word daily

<opentext> Likewise, what happens to us when we do this with the Word of God? We need to keep pure oil in our lamps. (Our spiritual engine so to speak.) We need to keep spiritual food in our engine each and every day, so that our spiritual engine will not seize up.

<opentext> The Holy Spirit is our filter. Anything that does not line up with the Word of God we have to remove, so it does not damage or destroy our spirit man. For the Holy Spirit will only lead us and guide us in the truth. We have to renew our minds with the Word of God, each and every day.

<at-peace> If our engine is not running properly, what is spews out is black smoke.

<opentext> lol...yes

<at-peace> causing others to choke.

<opentext> Just as one can not use any oil for their vehicle, the same is even more so for our spirit man. If we put enough of the wrong oil in the engine, it will eventually quit operating. It will no longer be fit for it's intended use.

<opentext> It is only as we keep all the afore mentioned guidelines in daily operation, that we will be able to put God's Word on the scene. This is what it took for Jesus Christ to be ready to always do what Father asked of Him.

<at-peace> how can we help others to come to the truth if we are spewing out words of death

<opentext> correct

<at-peace> we would be choking them

<opentext> or, if our mind has not been renewed

renewed> *wrong oil* .... doctrines of man?

<opentext> He only spoke the things that He heard the Father speak, and did only the things that He had seen the Father do. Are you sure of all that you speak, that it is straight from the throne of God? Perhaps you have mixed in a bit of the wrong oil, such as man's traditions and doctrines?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> very good Cheryl

NowFaithIs [r-mcarr@d193.b70.cmb.ma.ultra.net] has joined #the_gate

Chatbot sets mode: +o NowFaithIs

<opentext> this will be a good place to close for this morning...and will pick up here Monday morning

