9 September 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<at-peace> Heavenly Father we thank you for your Words of life and truth and this time of fellowship we have been blessed with to hear and received that which is needful in enabling us to remain in your peace that passes all understanding and will keep our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:4 For they are Israelites, and to them belong God's adoption [as a nation] and the glorious Presence (Shekinah). With them were the special covenants made, to them was the Law given. To them [the temple] worship was revealed and [God's own] promises announced. [Ex 4:22; Hos 11:1.] AMP

 

<opentext> <opentext> Even though God's promises were made to Israel in the beginning, does not mean that all that were of Israel, were inclusive within the promise.

<opentext> God has sent His Word to all of the world, yet, does that mean that everyone has heard it, let alone obeyed it?

<disciple> no  <chosen> no   <helpmate> no, only those who did the will of God

<opentext> Yet, how often because people use labels, or place themselves within a certain group, do people assume that something is so?

<helpmate> that is the way that most think...they believe what someone else has told them....they have nor studied to find out for themselves

<disciple> they go into a group think mode, not adhering to the Word that says they have to work out their own salvation...Father saves individuals, not by the group name

<opentext> The invitation was given to Israel for adoption, however, not everyone accepted the invitation. Not all responded in accordance with the instructions given for adoption.

<opentext> Most try to do it in their own way, in their own manner, in their own time.

<opentext> With the Christian, the Church, special covenants have been made, and the law of faith has been put into operation; yet does that mean that everyone who calls themselves Christians, has received the fulness of that which God has invited them to?

<helpmate> no   <disciple> no   <chosen> no

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> most people call themselves christian, because they bonded themselves with a group of people, not because they have sought, and found out who Christ Jesus is or bothered to listen to Father's voice

<chosen> it is a daily choice, moment by moment, in every situation we have to choose to believe God's Word or that which the world says

<greg> 1 Tim 2:4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<greg> many get saved, but don’t seek a deeper knowledge of the truth

<at-peace> most have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof following man's traditions and doctrines…instead of Christ

<greg> 2 Tim 3:7Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Jesus Christ died for the sins of the world. Thus there are none that have an excuse. Father had His Son pay the price for every sin that would ever be committed, that salvation would be available to every person born, thus showing that He is not a respecter of persons.

<opentext> Just as Israel was set aside as a nation for God, it was not all inclusive, for anyone could have become a Jew. Yet, that meant giving up their own identity, their relationship and ties to the flesh.

<opentext> How often is it, that people do not want to give up their identity? Or, that they are willing to walk away from all of their ties to the flesh?

<helpmate> most do not and will not

<disciple> most don't...they want God to come into line with them, rather than taking on the characteristics of Him

<chosen> most don't want to even deny self and take up their cross and follow Him

<opentext> So then, when God's promises do not meet their expectations, who gets the blame for their failures, their short-comings?

<helpmate> God   <disciple> God does   <chosen> God

 

<opentext> Rom 9:5 To them belong the patriarchs, and as far as His natural descent was concerned, from them is the Christ, Who is exalted and supreme over all, God, blessed forever! Amen (so let it be). 6 However, it is not as though God's Word had failed [coming to nothing]. For it is not everybody who is a descendant of Jacob (Israel) who belongs to [the true] Israel. AMP

 

<opentext> From the beginning of time, there have been those who made the choice, and determination to have a relationship of sincerity with their Creator. Yet, have those that have made the decision, and purpose within their heart to live for and serve God, been popular among the people? Just as, were the people happy and content to follow Moses out of bondage and to the land of promise?

<helpmate> no, they were not   <chosen> no

<disciple> for a very, very short time, and then they are despised 

<at-peace> Hebrews talks about those who were faithful and how they were treated by those of this world and they were not popular

<opentext> If we look at our fellow man, no matter who they are, one will always find short-comings with them, thus giving them an excuse not to hear that which Father is trying to say through the vessel He may choose to use. 

<greg> salvation is fine for a season, but in time of trial, and not rooted and grounded, they wither and fall away

<opentext> The flesh will always cloud one's spiritual vision, and soon the mountain of doubt and unbelief will obscure the mark of the prize.

<opentext> Even though God placed the patriarchs over the people of Israel to lead and guide them into the fulness of God's promise, they rebelled against them. Why did this happen?

<helpmate> they were following God's terms and the people wanted it under their terms

<chosen> people had their own agendas, wanting to do things their own way

<at-peace> doubt and unbelief

<opentext> Let's look at it this way for a moment; when people have at times tried to share with you, the vision or revelation they have heard within the word, and you did not immediately see, how did you respond at that time, to not only the person, but what they also purported to see?

<disciple> wondered if they had heard correctly

<chosen> defensive.... questioning the validity of it

<opentext> So we then can see how the flesh weighs a person down, from rising to the heights where they are able to be partakers of the promises of God. People, places and things take on a higher priority or importance then establishing and maintaining a right relationship with God.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<opentext> Just a footnote to study for today: One of the biggest errors that people make

 when reading and observing God's Word is, that they fail to read it, observe it and operate in it, in now faith. They look at the Old Testament, and see that as a separate instance, and thus never see the relevance for today.
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