9 November 2005 Wednesday  Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we come before you with thanksgiving for your love and for that which you have blessed us with in Christ. We pray that we will study your Word this day for your approval and allow it to cause spiritual growth within us through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 14:13-14, 13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. KJV

 

<opentext> What one must also keep in mind here, is that for many, Christ is the stumbling block. Many will talk about religion, and the traditions and rituals that go along with it, but will not want to talk about Christ. Why is this?

<chosen> because they don’t know Him, they only know OF Him

<opentext> They know of Him, but they DO NOT know Him. Many are familiar with the gospel and it's Message, but most have never established a personal and intimate relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Even for ourselves, for how many years did we follow that which man ha to say about the Message, rather then what God had to say about it?

<disciple> many years   <chosen> many   <disciple> most of my lifetime

<opentext> So we can see then how easy it is for people to get caught up in the external circumstances, rather then establishing and maintaining a personal relationship with Him. And if people are constantly feuding over the external things, what does this do?

<disciple> distracts from what is essential, our relationship with Father through Christ Jesus

<chosen> they will have taken their eyes and focus off God and His Word

<opentext> So when we get caught up in the external circumstances with people, and try to defend the Word rather then live it, what will the end result be?

<disciple> distraction

<chosen> an incorrect focus will cause one to walk on that path

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:12-17, 12 Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech: 13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.  17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. KJV

 

<opentext> If one gets caught up in the external situations, haven't they placed themselves on the wrong side of the vail?

<chosen> yes

<disciple> yes, anytime they do anything outside of what Father has asked, they do that

<opentext> And if one ends up on the wrong side of the vail, how clearly will they be able to see where they are going?

<chosen> not very           <disciple> not good

<opentext> Could this be why the Lord said to pick up our cross, and come and follow Him? [Since He is the forerunner who went before us to prepare and present the safe way of passage.]

 

<opentext> Rom 14:15 But if your brother is being pained or his feelings hurt or if he is being injured by what you eat, [then] you are no longer walking in love. [You have ceased to be living and conducting yourself by the standard of love toward him.] Do not let what you eat hurt or cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died! AMP

 

<opentext> One often forgets that Jesus Christ did only those things which pleased the Father. Is the purpose and plan that one always keeps in plain view in front of them?

<disciple> it should be

<chosen> yes it needs to be.... to only seek to please my Father

<opentext> If one loses focus on pleasing Father, then don't they get caught up in their own agenda [the external situations]?

<chosen> yes              <disciple> yes

<opentext> So then how is it that one is able to keep themselves from getting caught up in these external situations? How will they be able to keep from becoming a stumbling block to their brothers and sisters?

<chosen> by doing that which Father asks of us as an individual, nothing more and nothing less, no matter what anyone else says or does or thinks

<disciple> keep the focus on Father and keep the mouth closed except for what Father asks us to say

<opentext> Studying to show "ourselves" approved unto God. Yet, is God always the One that people seek to please: to find approval of and from?

<disciple> He should be, since His opinion is the only one that counts

<chosen> for many, no... His approval is the only approval i need

<opentext> Study, that is to be prompt; approval, to do that which is pleasing or acceptable unto God, and then one will have no reason to be ashamed, because they have taken the time, and put forth the proper amount of effort to be pleasing in that which the Father has asked of and from them.

<opentext> This is why Paul said that one should pray without ceasing. Remaining in constant communications with Father, so that one always has adequate and proper counsel or instructions for continuing and maintaining their walk on the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> Then one will also be confident of that which Father asks of them, and not become a stumbling block to those who are around them. However, one must also remember, that Christ is a stumbling block for many. And so if one is living for Christ, many will not be over enthused with the lifestyle that one lives.
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