9 November 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we thank you for this day, and for another opportunity to worship in spirit and in truth, doing those things that are pleasing in your sight following the example set by your Son and our mediator Jesus Christ

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3, 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. KJV

 

<opentext> Paul was able to bear record to that which Israel was doing, because he had a first hand knowledge of acting that way himself.

[05:06] <opentext> Just as often times we observe people making some of the same mistakes that we have made, and want to warn them of the perils which lie ahead.

<opentext> And warn as we may, how often is it that people will listen to that which we share?

<disciple> they hear it, but don't listen or heed the warning many times

<chosen> only if they are seeking Father's answer

 

<opentext> Jesus Christ lived the perfect example for these same people that Paul is now addressing, and yet because He was only one, and not a physical majority, they did things that way that they had been taught, by the traditions which they had learned.

<opentext> And how difficult can it be to set aside these traditions and such, and live a life that is pleasing to God?

<greg> many are willing to accept what appears to be normal, and not step out in the spirit realm and challenge mans doctrines

<disciple> can be difficult as the flesh pulls one way, while the Spirit guides one in another direction...it's a choice of following the Spirit or god of this world

<at-peace> depends on how deeply rooted they are in one's life 

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-3, 2 I readily admit that the Jews are impressively energetic regarding God - but they are doing everything exactly backwards. 3 They don't seem to realize that this comprehensive setting-things-right that is salvation is God's business, and a most flourishing business it is. Right across the street they set up their own salvation shops and noisily hawk their wares. After all these years of refusing to really deal with God on his terms, insisting instead on making their own deals, they have nothing to show for it. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Right across the street, the way or avenue of the flesh or lower nature is where they set up shop. They stand on the corners to tell people how good they are doing for God.

<opentext> How difficult is to not only see across the way of the flesh, but how difficult is it to cross that busy street?

<greg> its like walking against traffic, most are in a hurry and headed down a dead end street

<chosen> like swimming against the tide   <disciple> can get trampled by the crowd

 

<opentext> The wrong thoughts are always speeding at us. People are always trying to cut us off to discourage us. The cares of this life can blind us from seeing clearly to be able to cross this street.

<at-peace> depends on how much they want what is on the other side as to whether it is difficult for one to cross over

 

<opentext> Remember in verse 2, that Paul said that they have a zeal to and for God, but that it is a zeal that is not according to God's knowledge. SO therefore their zeal causes them to go about to establish their own righteousness as well.

<opentext> And those zeal shops that they set up, are on the wrong side of the veil of the flesh.

<opentext> Any time that one tries to live and operate apart from God's knowledge, aren't they in reality going about to establish their own righteousness and standards to live for God?

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> How often have you tried to take short-cuts into a good standing with God? Buying into man's contrived ways of saying that they have peace with God?

<greg> everything appeared to be going well, but inwardly no peace

<disciple> knowing there is no peace aside from a personal relationship with Father, and knowing the mystery of the gospel of Jesus Christ,  i won't bite on that hook again

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:17  No — but at least we don't take God's Word, water it down, and then take it to the streets to sell it cheap. We stand in Christ's presence when we speak; God looks us in the face. We get what we say straight from God and say it as honestly as we can.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> The "gift" of God, is exactly that, a free gift for any and all that will receive it. The thing is, that one has to be able to communicate with God to receive the proper instructions for how this "gift" operates.

<opentext> And yet how often will people take someone else's word for how this gift works, rather then establishing a relationship with God, for the proper guidance and counsel?

<greg> though many are called, few will respond in accordance to the message delivered by Christ

<disciple> most do that, because they are too lazy to study the Word and train their ear to hear Father's voice

 

<opentext> And what about our responsibility in presenting a clear picture of this Message for others to see and observe?

<disciple> that is the ministry of reconciliation that we are charged with...being an example of a believer in Christ Jesus...we will be held accountable for that task

<at-peace> we are to be the example of the believers, a light unto the world, the salt of the earth... we have been given the ministry of reconciliation... if we don't take the time to have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace one won't be presenting a clear picture

<opentext> As Paul said that he was not as "the many" which corrupt the Word of God, but of sincerity, a reflection of Father's love is how he presented this gospel of truth. Thus why Paul said to be followers of Him, as he followed the example of Christ.

<opentext> Today, you have the opportunity, the privilege of presenting this gospel of truth for all to see!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> o/     <opentext> yes greg

 

<greg> 2 Pet 2:18-19, 18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. (KJV)

 

<greg> lots of people giving directions to a place they don’t know how to get to themselves…they go to establish their own righteousness, giving out shortcuts and things that lead to dead ends

<opentext> It is only the truth that can set us free, and keep us free. God's Word does not put us in bondage or slavery. Thus why Jesus Christ blazed the trail or path for us to follow that leads to Father's house.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/             <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> in reference to the last question.....our responsibility is not being a cheap imitation as many, but being the real deal so to speak

<opentext> good way of putting it.
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