9 May 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you through our active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ, to receive in and from you that which is essential for us to live a life that is pleasing to you this day.

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:1-3, 1And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony [mystery] of God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. KJV

 

 <opentext> Now in Romans at the present time, we have been seeing how it is to operate in and of the Spirit of God. Yet, at times the lower nature clouds one's vision as to see all that is essential for one to continue to grow up into Him in all things (Eph 4:15-16).

<opentext> Our life should be an ever growing and evolving display of the mystery of God within us.

<opentext> How often is it that often times people are more concerned with all of the physical things that are transpiring in peoples lives, rather then spiritual growth?

<chosen> when one is gathering treasures on earth instead of gathering up treasures in heaven

<disciple> that happens when one's focus is constantly in the lower nature, rather than walking in the Spirit

<helpmate> if one is not growing spiritually themselves, the are not going to be able to see any spiritual growth in anyone else either...all they can see is the physical

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:4-5, 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. KJV

 
1 Cor 1:24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul is very blunt to tell us here, that he did not use all of his developed skills acquired by the lower nature, to attempt to portray the message of faith. Rather, that he was learning to yield himself to God, so that is was His Word and will that was presented on the scene.

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 2:6-7, 6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: KJV

 

<opentext> Now one must understand,  that God's wisdom is only comprehended and understood by those who are maturing and developing in the active participation of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> So what is it that prevents one from growing in Him?

<chosen> man's wisdom and understanding…fleshly habits

<disciple> choosing the time and place to listen and hear, and  dictating the circumstances that He can work in one's life

<helpmate> the vail of the flesh has clouded their minds

<opentext> In Paul's second letter to the Corinthians, Paul tells us that we are to walk by faith and not by sight (2Cor5:7). Or as Paul put it in Galatians, that we are to walk in the Spirit, so that we are not mislead or waylaid by the lower nature (Gal 5:16).

<opentext> Now stop and consider this for a moment: you are looking at a computer monitor, and as you look at this monitor, what is there that you see between your eye and the monitor?

<disciple> nothing…..except my glasses     <chosen> only air
<opentext> Now stop and consider for a moment, could you live without the air that is around you?

<disciple> no     <chosen> no
<opentext> Doesn't the air consist of molecules and atoms?

<disciple> yes      <chosen> yes
<opentext> So the air is there between your eye and the monitor, but because our sight is not developed to see it, one's natural response is to say that there is nothing there. Yet, isn't that then in essence speaking an untruth, because there is something that is there?

<chosen> yes true

<disciple> we say nothing because, there is nothing we can see in our line of sight from our eye to the computer
<opentext> Now stop and consider this, when you were first born again, you looked at the Word, and yet mostly all that you saw was a bunch of words and accounts by different writers. You knew something was there, but as of yet you were unable to perceive what it was.

<helpmate> we had not yet developed...we were on the milk of the Word

<opentext> Now just because you were not able to see the life of the Spirit in and on those pages at the time, did that mean that it was not there? Or rather that your sight had not yet been trained to see what was there?

<disciple> our sight wasn't trained to see, nor our ears trained to hear

<chosen> it was my sight, always my responsibility of what i choose to see and believe
<opentext> How often have you told God that things could not happen, or wondering if He was really working in your life, because you were unable to see or perceive how He could possibly be working in it?

<chosen> too many times         <disciple> a bit too often
<opentext> Or, that it did not fit into your plan or agenda, so it could not be so?

<chosen> yes…doubt         <disciple> walking by sight, and not by faith
<opentext> Now stop and consider this as well; at one time, didn't you raise your eyebrows when someone would tell you that they talked with God?

<disciple> yes      <chosen> yes
<opentext> But after applying yourself to the Word, and learning to walk in His Spirit, what are your thoughts or responses when people say that they are not able to hear God?

<disciple> that they are not listening...just ignoring His voice

<chosen> unblock your ears and start listening!
<opentext> Now as we have been listening here today, we now understand that the air is a real thing, even though one is not able to perceive it at the time by their vision. Yet, we know it is there, and that without it [the air] one would not be able to exist.

<opentext> Just as most are not able to see God, because they have not developed that area of their spiritual walk. Remember Jesus Christ said that if you have seen Him, you have seen the Father (John 14:9).

<opentext> Now just as with the air, just because people cannot see or perceive it, does not mean that it is not there. Likewise, just because people cannot see or hear God, does not mean that He is not there, but rather that their hearing and vision has been controlled by man's philosophies and beliefs, rather then by the wisdom of God.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study....and we will finish the study tomorrow.

Rom 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. (KJV)
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