9 June 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for that which you have prepared for us and already blessed us with this day through Christ Jesus... we pray that we will be open to hearing your voice speaking intimately with each of us, and that we will allow your Spirit to lead and guide our every thought, word and action this day for your glory, through your power and wisdom, Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 8:1-2, 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. KJV

<opentext> Just for clarity here, the section in italics, is not in most of the original texts, and was probably used from verse 4 to bring more clarity to the text in verse 1.

<opentext> However, we know that to be in Christ Jesus, that one has to be operating in the Spirit, and not the flesh, so it takes nothing away from the verse, nor detracts from it in any way.

<opentext> As we talked about briefly yesterday, that there is no condemnation [sentence of death] to those who are in Christ Jesus. 

<opentext> As Paul said in his letter to the Corinthians, that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, old things have passed away [the flesh is allowed to die off], and all things become new [a new way of life and living in the Spirit].

<opentext> When one first started walking with and in the Lord, there was a great enthusiasm and confidence in God and the work that He had begun within the believer. And so for a period of time, there was no doubt that God had done a great thing within us.

<opentext> And then as time went on, one started giving into the pressures of the world around, and those acquaintances of the world, and soon one began to question some of the things that they first believed.

<opentext> Why does a person allow this to happen or transpire?

<disciple> it happens so slowly, that a person doesn't realize how much they are slipping away

<chosen> things entering in, creeping in,... that choke the Word within us

<opentext> Now remember that in the previous chapter, Paul talked about the conflict between the flesh [the lower nature] and the Spirit [the new life in Christ], and the battle that is taking place between the two.

<opentext> When we first believed, we knew that God had done a great thing within us, and one had no doubts that God was able to perform exactly what He said with us, and within us. There was no condemnation!, abiding in Him.

<opentext> So then, how did the doubts begin to infiltrate?

<disciple> we begin to listen to the words of the flesh more than the spirit

<chosen> when we allow our faith to waiver, by not listening to His voice

<at-peace> taking our focus off Father and His Word

<opentext> So then as the book of Job tells us, how forcible [irritating] right words are. Both for the positive, and the negative affects. And as Paul tells us, that evil or corrupt communications, will begin a demise within a person. So we can see that one's doubt begins to falter and waver, when one tries to mix words of faith and fear. By giving ear to the many voices in the world.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul emphasizes here, that there is no condemnation, to those that are in Christ Jesus; that is, living and walking in the Spirit, and not in the dregs of the lower nature.

<opentext> Rom 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> A new power is there, "if" one chooses to continue in it. So, if we know the power is there, why does one make the choices to try to operate apart from, or independently from it at times?

<disciple> we choose to allow the words of the flesh to drown out the voice and leading of the spirit

<opentext> Now let us remember the illustration that Clarke gave us, of the old nature being like a rotting corpse being chained to our back. Now are you willing to seek counsel and advice from a rotting corpse?

<chosen> no     <disciple> no

<opentext> So then why would one give into the leadings, inclinations, cravings, desires, lusts of the flesh or lower nature [that corpse that tries to get back on our back]?

<disciple> rebellion against Father's Word...and not seeing the flesh as a rotting corpse

<opentext> I like the way this translation says "a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny". Now after one has been set free from that kind of a life, why would anyone want to return to that kind of life?

<disciple> i wouldn't want to, but as Paul said, i sometimes do the things that i don't want to do

<opentext> James 1:23-24, 23 Those who hear and don't act are like those who glance in the mirror, 24 walk away, and two minutes later have no idea who they are, what they look like.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> Look at it this way: for many, they spent the biggest part of their lives eating very unhealthy, and then wondered why their physical health was deteriorating. And so, they start to eat healthy for a time, but then return to their old habits, why?

<chosen> lack of commitment, and self discipline

<disciple> we are trained to believe junk food tastes better than healthy food...and thinking we are missing something good, we return to the junk food.

<opentext> Because of what everyone else is doing? Because the unhealthy food is more readily available? It takes less effort to fix unhealthy food? Aren't these all of the same things that happen to us also, in regards to eating healthy spiritually?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> So, as we can see, it takes a determined effort, for one to live in the Spirit, as well as to maintain their walk in the Spirit, and not be swayed by what the rest of the "world" is doing.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
