9 January 2006 Monday Bible study.

 

<greg> Father we come before your throne of grace this day, to learn all that you have for us, to seek those things which are above, to do those things which are pleasing in your sight, following the example of our forerunner and firstborn into your heavenly kingdom by the example of Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 15:17-18, 17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, KJV

 

<opentext> Note in verse 18, how Paul says that he will not speak of any of those things, which Christ has not formed within him.

<opentext> How often is it that people are quick to want to talk about things of the Word, but yet these things have not become an actual part of them, and thus cannot be an actual way of life and living for them?

<greg> vainly puffed up by the carnal mind, looking more at trying to impress the people rather than building them up and showing them their rights and authority in the word

<opentext> Paul was telling the Galatians the same thing, as he told them that he was in travail for them, until Christ be formed in them. All too often people get a glimpse of that which is trying to reveal to them, but are not diligent to follow through with seeking all that Father has for them, but only get bits and fragments.

<opentext> Earlier in this letter, Paul described how that we are not to conform to this world, but rather that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, so that we "may know" that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God in and for our life.

<opentext> Unless one is sure of that which Father has wrought or formed in them, how can they ever speak boldly of those things? Is there really any true confidence there?

<chosen> no they can't

<greg> not at all, it becomes an outward show, to try and make up for what is lacking in their own walk, one needs to have the talk and walk in balance, or else when they profess to be wise they are nothing more than a fool

<opentext> To obey is better than sacrifice the Word declares to us. And we can see and hear that Paul is being used here to declare the same thing to us. That is that we can only share with others, that which we have allowed into our lives (the Word presented to us by the Father), and allowed that which we have heard to become an actual way of life and living. Being doers of the Word, and not forgetful hearers.

<opentext> Think about it in this manner; that He is the potter, and we are but the clay. Now have we really allowed Him to form us by His Word? Have we really been patient to allow the work to continue within us?

<chosen> every day is a new adventure and a learning process with Him

<greg> yes, the patience part, staying on the wheel and letting the potter have His way and finish what He intended, letting that patience have its perfect work

<opentext> How often is it that a person will start something, but then become impatient with what they are doing, and then get in a hurry to complete it, and thus the end result is nothing like the completed picture perceived within their mind?

<chosen> when one isn't relying on His strength and wisdom each moment to guide every step they take

<greg> getting impatient think it is not heading in the right direction as they think, walking by sight and not faith which would bring it to its intended result

 

<opentext> Rom 15:18-19, 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. KJV

<opentext> God confirms His Word. with signs and wonders following. What greater miracle is there then the new creation? Yet, how often is it that people only look for confirmation in that which they can see?

<greg> so true, and because of that they don’t step out in faith and allow God to continue that confirmation in their walk

<opentext> The Word tells us, that He sent His Word and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction. So if one is not able to see the work started within them, how can they then believe God to perform anything else?

<chosen> they wont be able to

<greg> that is why I have seen many who give testimonies of something that happened in the beginning of their walk, because they haven’t move on to maturity to allow God to continue that which was begun

<opentext> Thus we can see then why Paul said that he could only speak of those things which Christ had formed (wrought) within him. Those areas where Paul had allowed Christ to form the new creation, that is those areas where he allowed the Word to be victorious in his life.

<opentext> It hurts to watch so many young Christians be forced out to try to give testimony, when that which has happened within their life, has not been given the time to become rooted and grounded. So what happens then when a storm arises?

<greg> without taking the time to seek the Lord and know His word, they become offended and fall away, not knowing how to endure the persecutions

<opentext> Look at it this way; you have a ball of clay, in it's present form if put on the water, it will sink, and sink fast. Yet, if the time is taken to form that ball of clay into a useable vessel, then it will be able to float, and survive the storm. Thus we can see the importance of allowing God to continue the work within us, so that when we are asked, we can do that which He is asking of us.

 


Copyright © 2006 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
 

