9 December 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<chosen> Father we come to you with thanks for your great love for us, and we thank you for taking the time to teach us that which you have to share with us this day, we are grateful that you know where each of us is at and that you have prepared exactly that which we are in need of, and we pray that we will be open to your voice through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 10:14, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? KJV

 

<opentext> Note how it is Paul starts off addressing the fact, that if they do not believe in God, that they then will not call on Him. It is no different then anyone that we have no confidence in, we will not seek counsel or advice from.

<opentext> And, if they do not believe in God, are they going to give audience to anything which He has to say to them?

<helpmate> no   <disciple> nope   <chosen> no

<at-peace> for many it is only when they are in trouble 

<opentext> People often look at the middle of this verse, in thinking that they have not "heard" the Message that is from God concerning His Son Jesus Christ, when the fact is, that they have not given audience to Him.

<opentext> How often is it that one will look at and hear verses with how they have been instructed or taught in the past, rather then hearing that which the Author is intending?

<disciple> one has to guard against that, as the lower nature always wants to convert back rather than growing forward

<helpmate> they lean to their own understanding rather than going to the source to find out what is true

<opentext> People use the middle part of this verse to make the claim that they have to get out and deliver the Word to every nook and cranny in the world, thus assuming that God is not able to speak to any and every person on the face of this earth.

<opentext> Have you ever wondered how Enoch heard about God, since he did not have a Bible, or anyone else that was there to preach to him, outside of God?

<disciple> he heard because He believed he expected to hear from Father...he walked and talked with Him

<chosen> he must've made the effort to listen intently to God's voice

<at-peace> it was passed down from generation to generation from the beginning

<opentext> So we can see how this verse is often taken out of context, as people assume then that God requires someone to deliver [herald, preacher] His Message.

<helpmate> I Jn 2:27But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. (KJV)

<opentext> If one will stop to contemplate for a moment, even though there may have been a herald involved with when you first gave audience to the Message, the fact is that you still had to hear God for yourself. [His sheep hear His voice] And since it is not required for any man to teach you, you had to give audience to Him who was speaking the Message to you.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it that people give credit to the herald, rather then to the Creator?

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking to please man instead of the Creator

<chosen> whenever they are looking to man for answers rather than to God

<disciple> agree with both answers

<helpmate> whenever they do not want to take the time to find out for themselves....much study is a weariness to the flesh

<opentext> Look at in this way also; that even though one may watch TV, or listen to the radio, the TV or radio is only the herald or the go-between, the message originates somewhere else.

<opentext> How long would it be, if you laid your payment for cable TV, on the TV each month, and did not send it to the cable company, before the cable company cut off your service?

<at-peace> not long... maybe a couple of months   <helpmate> 1 month

<disciple> about a month

<opentext> So if one only acknowledges the herald, and ignores the source, they can get themselves in trouble?

<helpmate> yes they can  <disciple> oh, yes   <at-peace> yup  <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Rom 10:15, And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! KJV

 

<opentext> So just as a TV [herald] passes on the signal from the TV station, so too the preacher is only a means of passing on God's signal to anyone who will give audience to it.

<opentext> A true herald for God will only pass on that which they heard from the Source. It is His Word that cannot return void.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:16, But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? KJV

 

<opentext> God sent His Son to and for all of the world. His Word has gone to all of the earth. Yet, how many are truly willing to give audience to His Message?

<at-peace> few  <chosen> i don't see many  <helpmate> very few  <disciple> not many

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17, So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard is by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself). AMP

 

<opentext> So we are able to see what Paul was leading up to in these previous verses, and that is what it all comes down to, is whether each person will give audience to the Message that has been delivered from God, by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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