Bible Study Monday 9 December 2002

 

Is your relationship with God based upon that which others are saying or doing, or on what God says in His Word?

 

1Corinthians 2:4-5 and my language and the message I preached were not adorned with pleasing words of worldly wisdom, but they were attended with proof and power given by the Spirit, 5. so that your faith might not be in men's wisdom, but in God's power. (Williams New Testament)

 

How often are the decisions and choices which you make in and for life, based in and on the flowery words or descriptions that people paint or portray for you?

 

What is it that we try to convey or present, when we are asked a reason of the hope that is within us? The Greeks prized themselves on rhetorical debates. Jesus Christ did not debate the Word. He presented that which Father asked Him to. He did not need to defend Father, after all, it is God that created the world, and Who is seated in heaven.

 

 We should take the words that Solomon wrote and apply them to our life.

Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. (KJV)

 

One should be hearing and heeding the counsel of the Creator. After all, it was us that sinned against God, therefore we should hear His wisdom on what is necessary, and essential for fellowship with Him to be restored.

 

That "your" faith, should not exist by man's wisdom, but rather by the power and wisdom of God, as Paul had stated earlier in Chapter one.

 

That the illumination of your souls and your conversion to God might appear to have nothing human in it: your belief, therefore, of the truths which have been proposed to you is founded, not in human wisdom, but in divine power: human wisdom was not employed; and human power, if it had been employed, could not have produced the change. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Psalms 25:14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them His covenant. (KJV)

 

It does not matter who, or what God uses to speak to you, one has to recognize that it is God that is speaking to you. As one learns to recognize His voice, and seek Him with all of their heart, that He is then able to reveal Himself to the believer.

 

Proverbs 3:32 For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but His secret is with the righteous. (KJV)

 

Our righteousness can only be by and through Christ, who became sin, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

 

Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets. (KJV)

 

It has all been accomplished; it has all been set in order. Now it is a matter of you, accepting that which He has made available to you, and how to properly appropriate that within your life.

 

Isaiah 53:1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? (KJV)

 

It does not matter what anyone else believes or thinks. What will you do with this gift that God has made available to you?

 

Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

 

The just or justified, must live in accordance with the Message which has been delivered. It is not based on myth, fables, or tales, but rather in and by God and His Word. How sound is His Word to you this day?
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