Bible Study Tuesday 9 April 2002


If God’s Word still is clear and concise after six thousand years, is it good enough for you today?

Revelation 22:18-19 For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. KJV

Many say that God’s Word is clear and concise. Yet, how many are really willing to allow it to be their guide for their everyday life? How many try to change words and meanings that will fit their lifestyle or way of living? How many people try to adapt the Word to their society and customs, rather than allowing the Word to bring change to their life?

 


O, my friends, it is a fearful thing to suppress or stultify (cloud, blur, deaden) the Word of God, and above all "the words of the prophecy of this Book." To put forth for truth what is not the truth-- to denounce as error, condemn, repudiate, or emasculate what God himself hath set his seal to as his mind and purpose, is one of those high crimes, not only against God, but against the souls of people, which cannot go unpunished. (From Seiss' Apocalypse)

 


One must remember that the Word tells us, that without a vision (revelation) the people will perish. One often forgets that the Word without the Spirit of Christ, can not bring life. The Words that Jesus Christ speaks, which one receives by faith through the fulness of His Spirit, is indeed Spirit, and it is life.

 

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he. (KJV)

 

Definition for “vision”: 2377 chazown (khaw-zone'); from 2372; a sight (mentally), i.e. a dream, revelation, or oracle: KJV-- vision.

 

Where divine revelation, and the faithful preaching of the sacred testimonies, are neither reverenced nor attended, the ruin of that land is at no great distance. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 


Where there is no revelation from the Almighty, the people have no guidance to life.

 

Proverbs 29:18 People break loose without a guiding hand, but happy are the law abiding! (Moffatt translation)

 


Without the revelation of God concerning His Christ, the people are like sheep that have gone astray. They have followed other shepherds.

 

John 12:38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? (KJV)

 


The guiding hand, or the arm of the Lord, is Christ Jesus who sits at the right hand of the Father. For His Word is forever settled in heaven. His faithfulness is to all generations.

 

Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. (KJV)

 

Definition for “revealed”: 601 apokalupto (ap-ok-al-oop'-to); from 575 and 2572; to take off the cover, i.e. disclose: 1) to uncover, to lay open what has been veiled or covered up, to disclose, to make bare  2) to make known, to make manifest, to disclose what before was unknown.

 

Galatians 3:23-24 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. (KJV)

 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. (KJV)

 

Romans 16:25-26 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: KJV

 

Definition for “revelation”: "is used in the NT of (a) the drawing away by Christ of the veil of darkness covering the Gentiles, <Luke 2:32>; cf. <Isa. 25:7>; (b) `the mystery,' the purpose of God in this age, <Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:3>; (Vines) (c the communication of the knowledge of God to the soul, <Eph. 1:17>; (d) an expression of the mind of God for the instruction of the church, <1 Cor. 14:6,26>, (From Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)

 


The mind or purpose of God was set in place before the foundation of the world (Matthew 25:34, Ephesians 1:4, 1Peter 1:20). His faithfulness is to all generations, for He is no respecter of persons. Thus, why Paul tells us, that which was revealed to him, is also available to you.

 


If any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. For it is only the Spirit of truth, that is able to lead one and guide one into all truth.
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