8 June 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for your Words of life this day, that enable us to grow closer to you as we allow them to become rooted and grounded in our heart. We pray that we will be quick to hear and obey all that you have for us, for your praise ands glory in Christ Jesus name

<opentext> Rom 12:16, Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. KJV

<opentext> So as we have been able to hear and see over the last few days, how it is that we are supposed to live, walk in the Spirit of God. How we are to have compassion, and yet wisdom as one navigates the strait and narrow path.

<opentext> As Paul talks about condescending to those who are having a more difficult time then we are at that moment, but yet remaining independent of the external circumstances. Yet how easy is it for the lower nature to often become involved in and with the peoples problems, rather then simply supplying the solution?

<chosen> easy if we don't use discernment

<at-peace> very easy if one does not take heed and remain seated in the heavenlies

<opentext> It is when one forgets where the power strength and wisdom are [in Christ are all of those treasures] at, that they are then ready for a stumble. Or as Proverbs says, pride comes before the fall. So we can see then why the Lord said that we are to be in the world, but not of the world. 

<opentext> Thus why we are supposed to have study to show ourselves approved unto God, so that when we are asked a reason of the hope within us, that we will have "the answer' for anyone that asks of sincerity, our purpose in life.

<opentext> Rom 12:17, Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. KJV

<opentext> Now, has it ever happened to you, that when you made an attempt to give assistance or aid to someone, that they seemed a little less then appreciative?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

[05:12] <opentext> What was your first reaction when this occurred?

<at-peace> to not say anything else, but to keep my mouth shut because they didn't want to hear it

<chosen> why did i bother

<opentext> How often have you really stopped and observed the public ministry of Jesus Christ, and noticed how the people responded after all that He did for them? 

<at-peace> many responded with unbelief and anger because of the conviction that had taken place in their heart

<opentext> At times there was a favorable reaction at first, especially when their stomachs were full, or a loved one was healed. But yet we know the end result was that they all agreed with the decision to put Him to death. So we can see then, depending upon how it affected them, determined how they would respond.

<opentext> Let's look at the example of the woman caught in adultery; the woman was very appreciative of the mercy and forgiveness shown and given. But what about the elders and their followers who were we might say mildly embarrassed?

<at-peace> it eventually caused a bitterness within them toward Him

<opentext> Exactly; at first they may have been a bit remorseful, but then as their pride got in the way, their thoughts were then brought to the arena of revenge. As the world would say, they wanted to bite the hand that was able to feed them. And how often is it that we too want to respond the same way?

<chosen^> when taking things for granted

<opentext> Rom 12:17, Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for what is honest and proper and noble [aiming to be above reproach] in the sight of everyone. AMP

<opentext> Do not stoop the their level or mentality, but rather as Paul would say, think on those things that are above reproach. Remembering to always work out our own salvation. To keep one's focus in and on the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is so vital that one keeps their heart and mind renewed and anchored in the truth of His word, so that one is able to stay above the situation, and not be pulled or dragged into the midst of the situation. And isn't it when one usually allows their emotions to get in the way, that they are then pulled into the fracas?

<chosen^> yes   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> When one tries to do the right thing, and put Father's wisdom on th scene, and yet swift and stern rejection is given, and often followed up with criticism, how is it that people often respond? Often times i have heard people respond; "I'll show them"! Now even in this statement it can be given through either nature. If by the Spirit of Christ, then one should be the example of the believer. Yet, most often when this statement is made, isn't revenge usually the motivation?

<chosen^> yes it can be   <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of being the example of the believer in all that we do!

(
Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
