8 June 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

 

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship you have blessed us with that we are able to grow in wisdom and understanding of your Word enabling us to remain on the strait and narrow path that leads home to you and continue this day giving you all of the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. KJV

 

<opentext> Now, there is NO condemnation, to them that are in Christ Jesus!

 

<opentext> William's New Testament…Romans 8:1   So then there is no condemnation at all for those who are in union with Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> William's New Testament…Romans 8:2  For the life-giving power<a> of the Spirit through union with Christ Jesus has set us free from the power of sin and death.

 

<opentext> That relationship, in Him, and with Him. Yet, how often does one forget the intimacy that we are to have and maintain with Him?

<chosen> at times  <helpmate> it is an on going thing...day by day

<opentext> Two cannot walk together, unless they be agreed. How intimate can a relationship be, if the two are always arguing and fighting?

<helpmate> it can't be  <chosen> it won't be

<at-peace> there wouldn't be any  <disciple> there can't be

<opentext> If the two cannot walk in agreement, how strong is that union?

<helpmate> it isn't   <chosen> not at all   <disciple> there isn't a union

<opentext> If the union is weak, what kind of tensions will there be between the two parties?

<helpmate> conflict at all points   <disciple> there will always be tension in every area

<opentext> So when there are tensions and such in our life in regards to our spiritual walk, one recognizes that the problem is on our end. One is spending more time giving ear to the wrong voices. Jesus Christ came that we might have abundant life, the thief comes but to steal that joy, kill any hope a person may have of restoration or reconciliation, and destroy that relationship.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> A new power [Christ, the power and wisdom of God] is what should be in operation within the believers life.

<opentext> You have been freed from a life of brutal tyranny. Yet, one always has to choice to return to that kind of life, at any time they may choose to.

<opentext> Now, can you tell me why anyone would want to return to that kind of life?

<disciple> i sure wouldn't want to, again...many have, though

<disciple> only somebody rebelling against Father would do that

<opentext> Could it be that they make the choice to become intimate again, with that old lifestyle, with that old nature?

<disciple> yes...their choice    <chosen> yes

<helpmate> wouldn't that be enmity with God....the old lifestyle....friends with the world

<helpmate> it would not be in agreement with Father

 

<opentext> John 6:63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> John 6:63 The Spirit can make life. Sheer muscle and willpower don't make anything happen. Every word I've spoken to you is a Spirit-word, and so it is life-making.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often does one try to base their relationship with Him, by how previous relationships in the flesh were?

<disciple> sometimes slide over in that area, but it just doesn't work...He is nothing like our fleshly relations

<helpmate> because they truly do not know Father and His way of doing things...they are doing things after the flesh

<opentext> It is His Spirit that gives and enables life in His realm, the flesh profits nothing. Yet, how often do people try to apply and exact fleshly principles to His kingdom?

<chosen> many do    <helpmate> it would work if His kingdom were of this world

<disciple> people that don't know Him will always try that...those that do know Him might slip, but then hear His correction

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:5Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 6Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:6 His letter authorizes us to help carry out this new plan of action. The plan wasn't written out with ink on paper, with pages and pages of legal footnotes, killing your spirit. It's written with Spirit on spirit, his life on our lives!  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:3Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart. (KJV)

 

<opentext> It is His Spirit, it is His kingdom, it is life in Him. Therefore it is His law and principle that applies to this relationship of life in the Spirit.

<opentext> Thus we can see why after the last chapter where Paul talked about the conflict of trying to return to the union of the flesh, Paul now so emphatically stresses to us, of the fact that there is no condemnation, to those who remain in union with Him.

<opentext> The precepts of man that one was previously taught, can get in the way and hinder one from living and growing in the life and union in and with His Spirit.

<opentext> Thus, one can see why it is so vital, to continue their walk in His Spirit, and not in the old corrupt way of the flesh.

<opentext> Life in Him and His Spirit, has set one free and is able to keep one free from the brutal tyranny of the law and life of sin and death.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

 

<opentext> There will be no studies the rest of the week, as I am going to take a little time off to rest and refresh.
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