8 July 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<mike> Father, we thank you for this day in Christ... to cohabitate together and allow our souls to be consumed more and more in Him. What a marvelous plan of salvation you are executing and we thank you for loving us and including us in your master work... in Christ Jesus name.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, but not to the flesh [we are not obligated to our carnal nature], to live [a life ruled by the standards set up by the dictates] of the flesh. 13 For if you live according to [the dictates of] the flesh, you will surely die. But if through the power of the [Holy] Spirit you are [habitually] putting to death (making extinct, deadening) the [evil] deeds prompted by the body, you shall [really and genuinely] live forever. AMP

 

<opentext> We are not obligated to our carnal or lower nature. Yet, through years of practice, people have learned to give into the nature of the flesh, joined to the flesh, to cohabitate with it, rather then learning to live and walk in the Spirit.

<opentext> As a person thinks within their heart, so is established the path that they will follow, whether good or bad, whether of the flesh or the Spirit.  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son as a sacrifice for us, that a way would be made available to us, to cohabitate with Him, as long as He remains the love of our life, this is what we have to begin to comprehend.

<opentext> Can you, or does one want to really comprehend how great His love is for you, for Him to endure the things that He did, that you would have the opportunity, the privilege of living, cohabitating in union with Him?

<chosen> it is hard to comprehend

<disciple> i am sure i don't comprehend the depth of His love for me

 

<opentext> Eph 3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Getting past the dictates of the flesh, to allow Christ to take up and maintain residence in our heart. And then when we allow this to happen, to allow Him to reveal His love to us and in us. This allows His love to begin the process of becoming rooted and grounded within us, so that it becomes the natural way of life and living.

<opentext> As this love continues to unfold within our life, the comprehension of how great it is, and how far reaching and enveloping it is within us.

<mike> it anchors our souls (no longer need to run to and fro)

<opentext> Thus why Paul says to know the love of Christ. As God reveals His Son to us and in us, at that place and time in our walk, our knowledge of what Father has revealed to us is complete, for where we are in our walk with Him, yet, we remain hungry, thirsting for God to continue to reveal more of Himself to us and in us.

<opentext> Exactly Mike, it settles one's living [rooted and grounded] and cohabitating in the divine nature, rather then the dictates of the lower nature that ruled within us for so long.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:13 For if you live according to [the dictates of] the flesh, you will surely die. But if through the power of the [Holy] Spirit you are [habitually] putting to death (making extinct, deadening) the [evil] deeds prompted by the body, you shall [really and genuinely] live forever. AMP

 

<opentext> That choice of which voice one will listen to; the dictates of the fallen nature, or of hearing the voice of God our Father. For we must remember, that a house trying to divide it's attention between to two, will not stand.

<opentext> We hear that our God is a jealous God. And yet for ourselves, if we often times do not get the attention we think we deserve, how jealous do we get?

<disciple> we get all the attention we need from Father, but at times, we look for attention from the physical

<mike> can get angry, especially when you know it is due.

<opentext> So we can see how vital it is for us to recognize how great His love is for us, but then to also reciprocate that love. And this can only be accomplished by pushing aside the characteristics and traits of the lower nature, and by cohabitating with Christ, allowing His divine nature to be the leading and guiding force within our life.

<opentext> Often times at the start of a relationship, people think or assume that all of the love and understanding they need is there. Yet, the truth is that it is only a starting point. As Paul tells us, that we are to grow up into Him in all things. 

<opentext> Each day in our walk, allowing the Father to show us, and reveal to us, all that is covered within the expanses of now faith.

<opentext> Stop for a moment and think at how much your knowledge of Him has grown and expanded through your walk with Him. And yet, each time that Father reveals something to us, one thinks how much more can there be. So we can see why the Lord tells us to constantly be thirsting after His righteousness.

<opentext> Allowing the love of God that has been shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, to be the driving and motivating force within us.

<opentext> So, what one has to remember, and be aware of, is that there are two things that are vying for control within our lives, the lower nature [sometimes known as the flesh or carnal nature], and the Spirit of Christ, the divine nature of God made available to mankind by the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made to manifest the love of God within one's life.

<opentext> So how does one make the choice, the decision of whose affections they will respond to?

<mike> rom 7:25 - with the mind I serve the law of God (law of faith), with the lower nature... the law of sin

<disciple> walk in the Spirit, and we will not give in to the flesh...we can only worship Father in Spirit and in Truth...we can choose life or death

<chosen> it will depend on where our heart is

<helpmate> we can only do that by knowing what His word has to say to our heart and make a firm stand…first we have to have ears to hear

<at-peace> where our treasure is there will our heart be also

<opentext> So it is a matter of making a close observation of who it is that has our best interest at the heart of the matter. And since we know that life here is short, and the flesh is only concerned about itself, one can see that God has eternity in His plan for those that will choose Him.

<opentext> Today, you have that ability to see, observe and partake of this great love that God has manifest for all to see and participate of. Only you have the ability to prevent eternal fires!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> o/   <opentext> yes helen

<helpmate> this verse came to mind several times during study

<helpmate> Rom 5:8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 5:8 But God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<helpmate> something that while we were still in out carnal flesh, we did and do not deserve

<opentext> recognizing, and then responding in the affirmative to the open expression of Father's love to us and for us.

<helpmate> I Jn 4:19We love him, because he first loved us. (KJV)
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