8 February 2006 Wednesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and the gift of life in Christ that enables us to sit together in the heavenlies and learn at your feet all that is needful and necessary to sustain us this day in your righteousness sharing the gift with all those you place in our path that in all things you may be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 16:17-18, 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. KJV

<opentext> In Viet Nam, when people would first get over there, they would be alert and attentive to all that was going on around them, they were vigilant. But then after a period of time, and they thought that they had become seasoned veterans, then they would become a bit lackadaisical in there alertness. 

<opentext> When on duty, they would not be quite as diligent to observe all that was going on around them, and it not only affected themselves but also those who were depending on their being alert.

<opentext> Now consider also, how all of the instruction that Paul has just given within this letter or epistle; and yet, how often after reading and studying something like this, how long is it that a person really stays motivated?

<at-peace> one should watch and pray always

<disciple> it's a choice to remain in constant awareness of Father

<opentext> The people that were sent to Viet Nam were given training before they got there, and then when they first got there as well. They knew people were out to harm them in any way that they could, so how is it then that one could become nonchalant in their attitude, knowing that their very life was what was at risk?

<disciple> they became over confident in their own abilities...the superman attitude

<opentext> Isn't it the same way in our walk with the Lord? When we first believed, one wanted only the truth and strove to get it, and was attentive to anything that was not peaceable to the Spirit of Christ. But what about as they got older or what they thought was more mature in the Lord, are they still as attentive and watchful?

<at-peace> one should be at all times since the devil is still walking about seeking whom he may devour

<disciple> one should always be aware of our vulnerabilities outside of Christ, and maintain our focus

<opentext> Yes, one should be. So let's look at an example of how easy it is to become lackadaisical or nonchalant about the Word and what we have learned.

<opentext> I can recall how offended people were when first hearing about how watchful they had to be about the words which they spoke. At first they defended the right to say what they wanted (and it was their right, their choice). 

<opentext> Howbeit, when they listened to Father's counsel, then they understood that they would be justified or condemned by what came out of their mouth. But then after a few years, for many is that same diligence there? 

<disciple> it should be, but if one lets up the importance of those words, they can begin to slip back into the old habits and words

<at-peace> if one is holding God to be true having not allowed that which they learned to slip the same diligence will be there

<at-peace> many are called but few choose to continue in the truth holding forth the form of sound words

<opentext> So just as Paul says here, that we should mark those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which we have learned, and then when one becomes aware of this, that they are to avoid them. This counsel was given for our advantage, if we hear it, receive it, and then heed it.

<opentext> So, did God's Word change? Or, do you think that maybe they were  influenced by those they hung around with?

<disciple> God's Word never changes...so it has to be the bad influence or complacency

<at-peace> it would not be God's Word for it is forever settled in heaven and He changes not

<opentext> To shun it: "Avoid them. Shun all necessary communion and communication with them, lest you be leavened and infected by them. Do not strike in with any dividing interests, nor embrace any of those principles or practices which are destructive to Christian love and charity, or to the truth which is according to godliness.- - Their word will eat as doth a canker."  (from Matthew Henry's Commentary.)

<opentext> Now we know that the wise men were never at the manger; so how then did this tale get started, and even more so, why does it yet continue?

<disciple> one lie led to a bigger lie, and the belief of that lie was spread like a cancer

<opentext> Now if someone has a cold or the flu, and you were to hang around them for a few days, do you think that you might get what they had?

<disciple> might 

<at-peace> depends if the shield of faith is up and operational  whether or not that virus would get through

<opentext> But, were you able to see the germs? Were you able to tell when it was that you became infected?

<disciple> no

<opentext> So then what do you think is going to happen if one hangs around doctrine which is contrary to the doctrine of Christ, which we were supposed to have learned?

<at-peace> a little leaven, leavens the whole lump

<opentext> Just as Jesus Christ told us about the 10 virgins, and how they all fell asleep. But, 5 heard His voice and warning, and awoke to righteousness. The warnings Paul gives us here are given for a reason, not just because it sounds good.
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