8 February 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have in store for each of us as we continue faithful in Christ, and thank you Father that you know what is best and will withhold no good thing from us.  Let us be attentive to your Word and your will for us this day that in and through all things you will be glorified through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 11:23-24, 23 And even those others [the fallen branches, Jews], if they do not persist in [clinging to] their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much easier will it be to graft these natural [branches] back on [the original parent stock of] their own olive tree. AMP

<opentext> To know the love of Christ,  which passes knowledge, that you might be filled with all the fulness of God.

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave. The necessity of experiencing God's love for yourself, yet how often do people try to operate on second hand knowledge?

<chosen> many do

<at-peace> many are called but few choose to hear directly from the source 

<opentext> Even in our own walk, how often did one try to love God by what others had said, rather then developing that deep, personal and intimate relationship for themselves?

<chosen> all the time until i chose to seek a deeper understanding of His love, through His revelation

<chosen> laying aside that which we once knew, that hinders us

<at-peace> many times to only fail 

<opentext> If a relationship is based in and on second hand knowledge, what do you think will happen when difficult times come in one's life?

<at-peace> one becomes offended and will become tossed to and fro by the circumstances

<chosen> we will doubt His love

<opentext> As we look at the children of Israel [for the majority of them] they lived their lives by whom they decided to trust the most, based in and on what others told them, rather then having that intimate relationship with God.

<opentext> And because they took man's word over God's, is it any wonder why they were constantly tossed to and fro in the decisions and choices that they made?

<at-peace> no, a double minded man is unstable in all his ways   <chosen> no

<opentext> Now stop and ponder for a moment, how often in our own lives, that we took someone else’s word for what they thought God was about. And when things did not go as the other person had told us, what was our thoughts then when things went awry?

<chosen> it confused us and caused more doubt

<at-peace> distrust, and thoughts of why bother asking for help

<opentext> It caused a lack of trust in God, based upon the information someone else gave us. It hindered our relationship with God, because we took someone else's word for what they thought God was about.

<opentext> So how much trust did we then have in God? [even though it was man's info that was faulty and not God's]

<chosen> hardly any…blaming Him for allowing things, that we allowed ourselves

<at-peace> as steph said

<opentext> So we can then see how the children of Israel got themselves into the state of unbelief in their relationship with God, because they based their relationship with God on second hand information: upon some other persons theories of what they thought God was about.

<opentext> Thus why Paul tells us to study to show ourselves approved unto God. To be one who has been diligent in their relationship with Him, and thus have no reason to be ashamed of their relationship with Him.

<opentext> Rom 11:23, And even those others [the fallen branches, Jews], if they do not persist in [clinging to] their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. AMP

<opentext> Even for ourselves, once we stopped listening to man's traditions and doctrines, weren't we able to be restored into a deep and sincere relationship with God?

<at-peace> yes     <chosen> yes

<opentext> It is the truth that sets us free; and as one continues in the truth, to be able to maintain that liberty that is in Christ.

<opentext> His people are destroyed; they perish for a lack of knowledge of God and His love for His children. The only way one can know the love of God, is by going to Him.

<opentext> Rom 11:24,  For if you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and against nature grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much easier will it be to graft these natural [branches] back on [the original parent stock of] their own olive tree. AMP

<opentext> How often is it that people will not seek a relationship with God, because of what others have told them: that is, that they have a fear of God, because of the stories told them by others?

<chosen> very often, and from what people have shown them as an example

<opentext> How often in our own walk, has our relationship with God been hindered because of other people opinions of God that we bought into?

<chosen> often in the past... even because of my own opinions

<opentext> To abide in Him: to be grafted into the Source of God's love; that is a active participant in the divine nature of Christ, so that we are able to receive first hand the love of God, so that that love is shed abroad in "our " heart by the Holy Ghost, that gift of Father's love.
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