8 December 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are so thankful for this day and this time that we can come before you through Jesus Christ, to hear and receive those words that you have for us, which are able to sustain us in our walk on this earth. We thank you for your every word, which is our life source.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:14, How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? KJV

 

<opentext> Paul poses some interesting questions to us here: So then, how can they call upon Him in whom they have not believed?

 

<at-peace> Heb 8:11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest. (KJV)

 

<at-peace> Isa 52:10 The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 1:20, By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can't see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good excuse. (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> We often will read verses, but does one always take the time to really hear that which God is saying, or asking of us?

<disciple> not always, not all the way through   <chosen> not always

 

<opentext> Just as the next question that Paul poses there...and how shall they believe in Him in whom they have not heard? 

<opentext> Haven't all heard the voice of God, but that it is just a matter of them not knowing or recognizing or acknowledging His voice?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Even for ourselves, don't we often hear God's voice, but either ignore it, not acknowledge it, or maybe even pretend we did not hear it?

<chosen> yes, probably more than we admit

<disciple> yes, depending if it is comfortable for us to receive it or not

<opentext> Even before we had a relationship with God, how often did one hear a voice telling them that they should not do a certain thing?

<at-peace> many times    <chosen> often

<disciple> we heard many times, and ignored the voice

 

<opentext> Did one listen to that voice? Ignore it? Pretend that it wasn't there? Even though that which we heard, one knew was morally correct.

<chosen> ignore it   <at-peace> all of the above   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> So we can see then, if being totally honest, that even before we knew God, we heard His voice, even though one seldom responded to it. And now, even after knowing His voice, aren't there times that one will ignore it, or pretend they did not hear it?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes   <at-peace> at times 

 

<opentext> Note the next question that Paul poses to them: and how shall they hear without a preacher?  Now the word "preacher" means herald.  Now does a herald necessarily have to be a person?

<chosen> no

 

<opentext> What about that jackass that talked with the prophet? What would your response be if a jackass started to talk with you?

<disciple> well....not sure   <chosen> hmmm   <at-peace> same as marilynn

 

<opentext> We can look at some of these accounts that are given within the Word of God, and we can think to ourselves...if God ever talked with me like that i would certainly listen. And yet, how often has God spoken to us just a plainly, and yet one failed to hear or heed His counsel?

<chosen> many times      <disciple> more often than i could count

<at-peace> have fallen short at times 

 

<opentext> The point is, that God has used many people, places and things [heralds] to speak to us, or try to get our attention, and yet we often remain deaf, and dumb, and blind. One gets so busy looking for only certain ways for God to speak to them, and thus ignore anything and everything else.

 

<opentext> Col 1:23, If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; KJV

 

<opentext> Note how Paul tells us that this Message was preached to every creature which is under heaven. That includes you and me. How often does one hear His Word, and yet for whatever reason, one tries to hold out for God to speak to us through some more spectacular way?

<disciple> yes, sometimes

<opentext> Rom 10:14, But how are people to call upon Him Whom they have not believed [in Whom they have no faith, on Whom they have no reliance]? And how are they to believe in Him [adhere to, trust in, and rely upon Him] of Whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher? AMP

 

<opentext> Often times one will look at a verse such as this, and seem to want to apply it to and for everyone else. And in doing so, doesn't one in essence close their own heart and mind to Father's counsel?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes
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