8 August 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you through Jesus Christ, that we can receive from you that which we require to sustain life in the Spirit.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:8,  Keep out of debt and owe no man anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor [who practices loving others] has fulfilled the Law [relating to one's fellowmen, meeting all its requirements]. AMP

 

<opentext> Have you ever noticed that most things tie us to this world and the lower nature come with strings attached, or in other words, they come with some form of indebtedness attached to them.

<opentext> People seldom realize how easy it is to come under bondage to people places or things when they are walking in the flesh rather then in the Spirit.

<opentext> Consider how it is that God's love for us is a gift [the measure of the gift of Christ]. And being a gift, there are no requirements other then accepting it. And yet, how often is it that people even question this?

<opentext> So why is it then that people will question and doubt a gift that is totally free, and yet something, anything that places them in bondage they will accept more readily?

<at-peace> fallen nature of man... not always easy to be humble

<opentext> Could it be guilt? And could this be why the devil works so hard to keep people under the influence of guilt?

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Think about it for a moment; with Father's love, what does He require of us, rather then simple acceptance of this gift, and then walking within the guidelines of this gift?

<at-peace> nothing

<opentext> Now with the world and everything that it offers to us, isn't their usually something other required of us, to receive any benefits of what the world is offering us?

<at-peace> yes and more often than not at a much higher price than anyone can really afford

<opentext> So we can then see the bondage [as well as guilt] that comes along with anything that the world offers us. So we can then see why Paul tells us to walk in the Spirit and we will not be held captive by the trappings of the flesh which lead a person into further bondage.

<opentext> Now also think about how the world has to continually think of new ways to advertise to try to entice people into this bondage. And yet regardless of the wrappings that the world places on these things, in the end it is still bondage by guilt.

<opentext> Think about it this way for a moment; how often have you done things for other people, and the motivation behind what you did was guilt?

<at-peace> probably more often than one realizes

<opentext> And yet, if a person were to respond to any situation [with Father's guidance of course] with Father's love, what bondage is involved?

<at-peace> none

<opentext> Could this be why Paul says that freely we have received [Father's love], and so freely we are to give [Father's love]?

<at-peace> yes, not wanting or expecting to receive anything in return

<opentext> And yet how many people are there that then try to find a way to charge people for this free gift? To place them under bondage or guilt that they have to now do something for God, to justify this free gift?

<at-peace> there are many seeking to deceive…that are wanting something in return

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see why Paul shares with us, that we are to owe or be indebted to no one except for sharing this free gift of Father's love. That just as we have freely received this gift of His love, likewise we are to also freely share this gift so as to be pleasing to Father, and with this being our only motivation.

<opentext> Today, walking in now faith, this is what we have the opportunity to share with everyone that we come in contact with. Not a word even has to be said. This is why we are to be that written epistle known and read of all men.

<opentext> How clearly will Father's love be written in your life this day?
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