8 April 2005 Friday Bible study.

 [<greg> Father we thank you this day for the gift of Christ, which allowed us to receive the measure of faith, to hear your message of love delivered through your Son, the firstfruit of many brethren which are gathering today to worship you in spirit and in truth through the name of Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

<opentext> It is important for us to notice how Paul starts off this verse, "For I say, through the grace given unto me". One has to understand that Paul was very aware of this grace that had saved him.

<opentext> Paul knew where he had been delivered from. If you will recall, that Paul considered himself the least of all saints; the chief of sinners. And yet, he was able to submit himself to God, to be used by the Lord. 

<opentext> Thus we can see why one has to remain humble, but also one has to be confident enough in the work that He has begun within us, so that we will respond in the positive to that which He may ask of us.

<opentext> How often is it that we see people so filled with arrogance and pride, and think that God cannot accomplish anything without them?

<greg> its like how did God ever accomplish anything before they were around, unless they carry out His message how will anyone ever hear

<opentext> But aren't there far more people that think that they are just so low, so miserable, that God would never be able to have any use for anyone like them?

<greg> they are banking on that mindset, which keeps their followers in submission to them and not the word

<at-peace> yes, many remain in bondage to the traditions and doctrines of man and teachings that don't include them in the work of the ministry

<opentext> So we can see the spiritual balance one must have, that they are confident of the work that He has begun within them, and knowing that it is all because of Him; and yet remaining humble enough that they remember that He is the potter, and they are the clay.

<opentext> For yourself, do you always remember that you are able to be used by Him for His purpose, or do you most often think or assume that there are others more qualified?

<greg> I Jn 4:3-4, 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. 4Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. (KJV)

<at-peace> i know that He is able to use me, it is a matter of me getting out of the way and allowing it happen.. stepping out in faith

<greg> one should base their calling on the measure of faith that has been delivered, and walk in faith of what they hear from God, and allow man to be the liar

<opentext> Very good answers. Learning to walk by faith, that is each every step ordered by the Message once delivered, so that one has clear vision of each and every step that they take, so that they allow Him to fulfill His purpose and plan through them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul says that we should not think more highly of ourselves then we ought, but rather humbled that He is able to use us, and yet joyful that He has chosen to use us. That fine line, the strait and narrow path that we are able to travel on, when we remember who the Lord is.

<opentext> Thus why Paul then says that one should think soberly, that is meditate in and on His Word, His Message of life for you, so that it is a mind rooted and grounded in the Word of truth, that is the motivating force within one's life.

<opentext> Thus we can see why in the previous verse Paul said that we should be changed by the renewing of our mind, in accordance with that good, perfect and acceptable will of God in and for our life.

<opentext> Why is it so important that one be so aware of who they are in Christ, and where they are in His purpose and plan?

<at-peace> so that one remains confident in their relationship with Father and will not allow the accuser of the brethren to come in and steal.. and to be the example of the believers unto all, we are to be lights unto this world that illuminate the love, grace, and mercy of our Father that one more may seek a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ

<greg> otherwise one spends their time here imitating man and not being themselves, that individual that God made and intended them to be as a member of the body before the foundation of the world

<opentext> Rom 12:4-5, 4 For as in one physical body we have many parts (organs, members) and all of these parts do not have the same function or use, 5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and individually we are parts one of another [mutually dependent on one another]. AMP

<opentext> Being confident in the work which He has begun within us, by the measure of the gift of Christ, the measure of faith that enables one to hear and comprehend this Message once delivered, but yet recognizing that we are still a part of the body of Christ, and learning to recognize how we fit into it.

<opentext> Once in awhile, isn't it easier for one to sit back and let everyone else do the work?

<at-peace> if one is seeking to please self rather than Father

<greg> its the personal experience that builds the confidence and establishes the relationship with Father, and  for anyone to sit back and watch it go by is robbing themselves of that

<opentext> What if you decided to only use your feet, and not your hands, how much more difficult would you make your life?

<at-peace> much more

<greg> lol that is what it was like first driving a bus, the turn signals are on the floor and not the steering column, so took a long time to get used to

<opentext> And how much grumbling do you think that person would do, even though they are the one that imposed this upon themselves?

<at-peace> one's flesh always likes to blame others for the choices one makes… it is a choice and many seek to find excuses

<opentext> So we should be beginning to see how vital each and every member [part] of the body of Christ is [even ourselves].
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