8 April 2004 Thursday Bible study.
 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this moment in time, that we can come before you to hear and receive that life sustaining food that you have for us, delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. KJV

 

<opentext> Crucified with Him. Putting the lower nature in subjection to the divine nature, that we will be pleasing to Him in all manner of life and living.

<opentext> Keeping the lower nature in subjection, is something many will talk about, yet how many will really put forth a full effort in order to be pleasing to Father in all aspects of their life?

<helpmate> not many    <at-peace> few

<helpmate> Col 3:17And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.  (KJV)

<opentext> It is easy to talk about obedience to the Word, yet why is it that most are only hearers of the Word, but will not live it in all aspects of their life?

<helpmate> they are lazy and don't want to leave the comfort zone that they have created for themselves

<at-peace> they have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof... they began in the spirit but thought they could bring perfection by the flesh

 

<opentext> Gal 2:20, I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Good answers. They acknowledge Christ in their life, but fail to yield to the wisdom He presents to us, to overcome those lusts and desires that tempt us, and lead us away from our relationship with Father.

<opentext> In many instances, the temptations, the desires seem small or insignificant at first, but the changes that they bring about are subtle, and thus most are not spiritually in tune enough to recognize the change in their course.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:24-25, 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Many will live and talk about the Word while they are at home, or among fellow Christians; but, then when they are out in the world, they are often times undercover Christians.

<opentext> The lower nature has the leanings, the tendencies to want to fit in with those around us. Once one begins to compromise, how much easier does it then become, each time a person does it?

<helpmate> much easier and pretty soon they don't even give it a second thought

<at-peace> each time it becomes easier... if the little leaven is not purged out immediately

<opentext> If one does not keep crucified the affections and lusts of the lower nature, they will choke out the Word within a person. One must learn to be doer of the Word, that is one who lives that which they have heard from the throne of God, and not one that only talks about it.

 

<opentext> Luke 6:45A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh. 46And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? (KJV)

 

<opentext> To be a Christian, means to follow the life and example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow, by hearing that which the Father asks of us, and then joyfully complying with that which He has asked. Often times people will acknowledge what God says, but then it never goes beyond that.

<opentext> Keeping the old man crucified, that we should not be the servant of sin. As we talked about yesterday, putting aside the former conversation, the former way of living and acting, and now learning to live and abide by the leading and guidance of His Spirit.

<opentext> A new life, and with that new life comes new guidelines, new rules.

<opentext> Yet, often times one wants to try to apply the old rules, the old guidelines to the new life in Christ.

<opentext> And why does this happen? Is it because they follow the examples of other people, rather then the example Jesus Christ set forth?

<helpmate> yes   <at-peace> yes

<at-peace> they have become the servants of man's traditions and doctrines

<opentext> It takes no effort to walk in the flesh or lower nature, and often times this is the easy way, so that one does not perturb or rile those around them. [The wanting to fit in]

<opentext> Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation; old things are passed away [the old man crucified and kept crucified] and all things are new in the realm of His Spirit and love.

<opentext> And if all things are new, then one has to continue to walk in, and follow the law of faith that has been set forth.

<opentext> Keeping the old man crucified, that one should not be the servant of sin. A divided house, cannot and will not stand. We will love one, and hate the other.

<opentext> Yet, how often do Christians consider compromise as acceptable?

<helpmate> most who claim to be Christians do think that a little compromise is good and acceptable

<at-peace> often if they are seeking to please man rather than God

<helpmate> James 1:8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (KJV)

<helpmate> James 4:8Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul tells to mark those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine we have heard, and to avoid them. For those of this sort, have not crucified the flesh and it's lusts and desires, but try to ride the fence of approval between the two realms [God's and the devils].

<opentext> The doctrine which we are supposed to have learned, is that which is taught to us by His Spirit, not by man's traditions and doctrines which only pamper and pacify the flesh.

<opentext> Today, one has to hear His voice, and then obey it, so that the heart does not become cold and dead.

<at-peace> 1 Pet 2:11
Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 12 Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.
(KJV)

<opentext> wanting to please the Father...or man

<opentext> who's approval is one going to seek?

<at-peace> should be Father's at all times... we are in this world but not of this world, our

 citizenship and conversation is in heaven

<opentext> and that is why it is so essential, that one keeps that always in their view

<at-peace> yes

<at-peace> Isa 58:13
If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
(KJV)

<at-peace> was looking for another verse and came across this one

<opentext> risen with Him, seeking those things which are above

<at-peace> in all thy ways acknowledging Him

 

<opentext> Prov 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own

 understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 8 It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones.
(KJV)

 

<opentext> the essence of new life in Christ

<at-peace> Prov 16:17 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.
(KJV)

<at-peace> strait and narrow path

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> Prov 4:13
Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. 14
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 15Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.
(KJV)

<at-peace> that was the verses i was looking for earlier

<at-peace> it is that broad path that leads to destruction that we are to avoid

<at-peace> the highway to hell

 

<opentext> Prov 2:10
When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul; 11 Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding shall keep thee:
(KJV)

<opentext> when Christ has entered into our hearts, and we hear and obey His counsel,

 then one will have clear and precise counsel for maintaining their walk on that strait and

 narrow path

at-peace> not going over to their highway, but by our example on the highway to heaven

 causing them to desire to be on the highway of the upright

<helpmate> that strait and narrow path

<at-peace> yup

<opentext> Isa 35:8 And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.  9 No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
(KJV)
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