Bible Study Monday 8 April 2002

 

Do you believe that which God says within His Word, or do you pick and choose only that which is appealing to you?

 

Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: KJV

 

Definition for “hearken shalt thou”: 8085  shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): as a verb: 1) to hear, to listen to, to obey  a) (Qal)  1) to hear (perceive by ear)  2) to hear of or concerning  3) to hear (have power to hear)  4) to hear with attention or interest, to listen to  5) to understand (language)  6) to hear (used of judicial cases) 7) to listen, to give heed  a) to consent, to agree.

 

Definition for “diligently”: 8085  shama` (shaw-mah'); a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.): as a verb: 1) to hear, to listen to, to obey  a) (Qal)  1) to hear (perceive by ear)  2) to hear of or concerning  3) to hear (have power to hear)  4) to hear with attention or interest, to listen to  5) to understand (language)  6) to hear (used of judicial cases) 7) to listen, to give heed  a) to consent, to agree.

 

So, let’s put this into proper perspective by what we can see from the definitions of the words listed above. Since they both are from the same root word, and both are implying the importance of hearing and obeying God’s authoritative prescription for whatever ails us. Thou shalt hearken diligently (​to listen intently, and then to obey in full compliance​) unto the voice of the LORD thy God.

 

1. It is upon condition that they diligently hearken to the voice of God (v. 1-2), that they hear God speaking to them by his word, and use their utmost endeavors to acquaint themselves with his will. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

2. Upon condition that they observe and do all his commandments (and in order to obedience there is need of observation) and that they keep the commandments of God and walk in his ways. Not only do them for once, but keep them for ever; not only set out in his ways, but walk in them to the end. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

3. Upon condition that they should not go aside either to the right hand or to the left, either to superstition on the one hand, or profaneness on the other; and particularly that they should not go after other gods, which was the sin that of all others they were most prone to, and God would be most displeased with. Let them take care to keep up religion, both the form and power of it, in their families and nation, and God would not fail to bless them. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

As Paul tells us in Romans, that faith is by hearing, and by hearing the Word of God.

 

Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith {comes} from a Message heard, and that the Message 

comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth translation)

The opposite of this would then be as it shows us in the following verse.

 

Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the 

LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command 
thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee: (KJV)

 

Having viewed the bright side of the cloud, which is towards the obedient, we have now

presented to us the dark side, which is towards the disobedient. If we do not keep God's 

commandments, we not only come short of the blessing promised, but we lay ourselves under the 

curse, which is as comprehensive of all misery as the blessing is of all happiness. Observe, 

(From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

I. The equity of this curse. It is not a curse causeless, nor for some light cause; God seeks 

not occasion against us, nor is he apt to quarrel with us. That which is here mentioned as 

bringing the curse is, (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

1. Despising God, refusing to hearken to his voice (v. 15), which bespeaks the highest contempt imaginable, as if what he said were not worth the heeding, or we were not under any obligation to him. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

2. Disobeying him, not doing his commandments, or not observing to do them. None fall under his curse but those that rebel against his command. (authoritative prescription) (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

3. Deserting him. "It is because of the wickedness of thy doings, not only whereby thou hast slighted me, but whereby thou hast forsaken me," v. 20. God never casts us off till we first cast him off. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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