January 7, 1998
<opentext> Father, we come before your throne through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour. We ask Father, that your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day, that we would hear that which you have for us…the daily bread that we have need of to sustain us this day. 

<opentext> Let us forget the things that are behind us Lord, and focus on your Son Christ Jesus....

<opentext> We thank you Father, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us…..and we give you Father, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord, brother and mediator………

<opentext> Phil 4:8, Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. (KJV)

<opentext> Finally, brethren,......think on these things. 

<opentext> another way of hearing this

<opentext> you that are yet remaining of the brethren,  is because you have kept your mind renewed with theses thoughts

<opentext> 3049  logizomai (log-id'-zom-ahee); think on; middle voice from 3056; to take an inventory, i.e. estimate (literally or figuratively):  KJV-- conclude, (ac-) count (of), + despise, esteem, impute, lay, number, reason, reckon, suppose, think (on).  logizomai- think on; 1) to reckon, to count, to compute, to calculate, to count over  a) to take into account, to make an account of  1) metaphorically, to pass to one's account, to impute 

<opentext> We are to take inventory on what it is that renews our mind. We are to examine what it is that is occupying our thoughts each and every moment, of each and every day. Is what is described in this verse, what occupies your mind each day?

<opentext> many times, before i get out of bed, Father asks me to wiggle my toes, my fingers, listen......move all my body parts, before i ever get out of bed.....why?

renewed> so that you are aware that Father has given all of these to you ...?

<opentext> exactly renewed

<opentext> to be mindful of how much i am blessed with, that i take for granted

<opentext> if we start the day off like this...how much more in tune with Father will we be?

renewed> a lot more in tune!

<mizpah^> bunches

<opentext> we  expect to get up and out of bed each day...........and yet so few thank Him for all the abilities that we have been blessed with

<opentext> think on these things.....Whatsoever things are true!

<opentext> @read john 14:6

<Chatbot> (john 14:6) -- Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

<opentext> we have to know that Jesus Christ is the way, before we can hear the truth

<opentext> once we have the truth, then we can hear His Word for abundant life

<opentext> @read Romans 3:3

<Chatbot> (Romans 3:3) -- For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?

<opentext> @read Romans 3:4

<Chatbot> (Romans 3:4) -- God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.

<opentext> we have to hold God's Word as true, over what any man may tell us

<opentext> in Noah's time, only 8 people held God's Word to be true

<opentext> Matt 12:37, For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. (KJV)

<opentext> we will be justified, if our words put us in agreement with Father's

<opentext> 1 Pet 5:12

<opentext> testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 2:8

<opentext> 8Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> to have the truth in us, what is necessary?

<mizpah^> we must abide in Christ Jesus

renewed> to know that Jesus Christ is the way

<opentext> yes...

<opentext> John 8:31-32

<opentext> 31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<opentext> 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> continue in His Word

<opentext> If ye continue in my word,......then are  ye my disciples ........And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<opentext> what are His Words?

<opentext> @read john 6:63

<Chatbot> (john 6:63) -- It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

<opentext> what we often forget, is that God is a Spirit.........and they that worship Him, *must* worship Him in spirit and in truth

<opentext> so for us to hear the truth, we have to have our spiritual ears open....

<opentext> John 17:17, Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. (KJV)

<opentext> I Jn 5:20

<opentext> 20And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

renewed> so again everything points back to Father ...

<opentext> through Jesus Christ...correct

<mizpah^> and how to worship Him...in Spirit

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> and...in truth

<mizpah^> yes

<opentext> God’s Word is true! Anyone or anything that would try to sway you away from the Word is a liar, and are led by the spirit of antichrist. As we keep our mind renewed by the Word of God, these are the thoughts that will enable us to be one of the remaining ones. 

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> if we worship Him in Spirit, don't we worship Him in truth

<opentext> @read john 4:24

<Chatbot> (john 4:24) -- God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<opentext> they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

<opentext> notice, and in truth...it all has to line up with His Word

<opentext> many do worship in spirit, but it is not God's spirit that is guiding them

<mizpah^> oh, ok...i didn't figure that

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 11:13

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 11:13) -- For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 11:14

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 11:14) -- And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 11:15

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 11:15) -- Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

<mizpah^> i never thought of them as worshipped Him

<opentext> we have to remember, that satan knows the Word better then most Christians.....so he twists just enough to deceive

<opentext> if worship is not in Spirit, and in truth, it is not of Father

<mizpah^> ok

<opentext> it has to line totally up with the Word for it to be of Father

renewed> someone once said *error* is truth out-of-balance (does not line up with the Word)

<opentext> very good def. renewed

<opentext> we forget, that in Matthew 4, when Jesus Christ came out of the desert, that satan used the Word to tempt Him, but used it out of context

<opentext> and Jesus Christ used the Word in proper context to put him to flight

<opentext> this is why we study for Father's approval, not man's

<opentext> One that will remain faithful until Jesus Christ returns for His Church; or our time here has expired. If we turn to man, there will always be disappointment; but with God, there is peace, peace that passes all understanding.

<opentext> Whatsoever things are honest!

<opentext> 4586  semnos- honest;  1) august, venerable, reverend  2) to be venerated for character, honorable  a) used of persons  b) used of deeds.

<opentext> as a Christian, does Father want us to do the same things we did before we were saved?

renewed> no!

<mizpah^> never

<opentext> the more we reverence Father, the more we take on His character

<opentext> the more we take on His character, the more we leave the things and ways of this world behind

<opentext> as we think on the things that are true in God's Word, we then change the way we do things, that cause us to be more honest

<opentext> Are we honest in all of our dealings? Are we honest in all that we speak? It is the continuing in the truth, that keeps us free from the bondage of this world.

<opentext> i know many so called Christians, that i will not do business with

<opentext> because they are not honest

<opentext> it is one thing to make an honest living........it is quite another to take advantage of people

<opentext> and this is true all the way from the business world, and all the way to the pulpit

<opentext> Rom 12:17-18, 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. (KJV)

<mizpah^> that's a tough one

<mizpah^> my flesh wants to do payback sometimes

<Tronix> Mat 7:1  "Do not judge, or you too will be judged.

<Tronix> Mat 7:2  For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

<opentext> vengeance is mine saith the Lord.......Father's justice is much better then ours

<opentext> 2 Cor 8:21

<opentext> 21Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.

<opentext> (KJV)

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> 2 Cor 13:7

<opentext> 7Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> so, does judge in this case mean however we determine we should pay them back, that is what we will get?

<opentext> @read Galatians 6:6

<Chatbot> (Galatians 6:6) -- Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.

<opentext> @read Galatians 6:7

<Chatbot> (Galatians 6:7) -- Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

<opentext> @read Galatians 6:8

<Chatbot> (Galatians 6:8) -- For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

<opentext> we are to forgive 7x70.........not so that we count to 490....but that our forgiveness is as Father's

<Tronix> On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head."

<mizpah^> so, Father doesn't see the payback, He sees somebody sinning in reaction to another person's sin

<mizpah^> I got it

<opentext> Tronix....what we have to keep most in mind, that the Bible is instructions for the spiritual man.....

<opentext> miz ...correct

<Tronix> I think that what others do is between them and god

<opentext> for we are also told not to cast our pearls before the swine....so we always have to seek Father's wisdom in all that we do

<opentext> if i spent all of the ministry money to feed those that were physically hungry, i would not have what was necessary to feed those that are spiritually hungry

<opentext> there has to be a balance...and that is where we need to hear Father's wisdom

<opentext> 2 Cor 8:21

<opentext> 21Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Cor 13:7

<opentext> 7Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> oops

<opentext> Whatsoever things are just!

<opentext> 1342  dikaios- just; righteous, observing divine laws  a) in a wide sense, upright, righteous, virtuous, keeping the commands of God  1) used of those who seem to themselves to be righteous, who pride themselves to be righteous, who pride themselves in their virtues, whether real or imagined  2) innocent, faultless, guiltless  

<opentext> approved by or acceptable by God  b) in a narrower sense, rendering to each his due and that in a judicial sense, passing just judgment on others, whether expressed in words or shown by the manner of dealing with them.

<opentext> Acts 5:1-4

<opentext> 1But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession,

<opentext> 2And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet.

<opentext> 3But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?

<opentext> 4Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Acts 5:5-6

<opentext> 5And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things.

<opentext> 6And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> here we see God's justice be met in a short period of what we call time

<opentext> this is why we always leave it in Father's hands

<Tronix> Yes

renewed> God didn't ask for Ananias total possessions, only wanted him to be honest in what he was giving ....?

<opentext> exactly sis

<opentext> Father was holding Ananias to his word......

<opentext> how do the just live, or are supposed to live?

> by faith

<mizpah^> by faith

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Gal 3:11

<opentext> 11But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> and how do we develop our faith?

<mizpah^> by hearing the Word of God

> faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> exactly....

<opentext> so we see why we have to take the time to hear Father's Word each and every day

<mizpah^> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah^> I just saw something in that verse...our hearing comes by the Word of God?  Spiritual hearing?

<opentext> yes

renewed> the first *hearing* is the salvation message?

<opentext> correct

<mizpah^> so, unless we develop our faith, we won't be able to hear His Word

<opentext> and once we receive the measure of faith, now we have to develop it, by renewing our mind according to His Word

<mizpah^> we develop our faith...so our hearing becomes sharper unlike flesh that as we develop it gets duller

<opentext> correct miz

<mizpah^> neat!

<opentext> the Word is so easy, it is hard

<opentext> that is why the Lord said we have to come to Him as children.....ready to learn, not weighted down with past preconceived notions

<Tronix> James 2:17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

<opentext> and be a doer of the Word....means to *live* the Word.......not talk about it

<opentext> many people can quote the Word, but do not live it.....................living the Word means to keep our lamp lit, that people will see that we are different, and *ask* of the hope that is in us

<Tronix> Mat 9:31  But they went out and spread the news about him all over that region.

<Tronix> As long as we talk about it to others as well

<opentext> @read acts 1:8

<Chatbot> (acts 1:8) -- But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

<opentext> who does it say we are to be witnesses to?

renewed> unto me ... Christ Jesus

<mizpah^> Father

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> Jesus Christ was speaking here, and we know that He is the only way to the Father

<opentext> Whatsoever things are pure!

<opentext> 53  hagnos (hag-nos'); pure; from the same as 40; properly, clean, i.e. (figuratively) innocent, modest, perfect:  KJV-- chaste, clean, pure. 1) exciting reverence, venerable, sacred  2) pure  a) pure from carnality, chaste, modest  b) pure from every fault, immaculate  c) clean.

<opentext> think on these things..... Whatsoever things are pure!...............exciting reverence, ...pure from every fault,

<opentext> if we kept our mind on these things all the time, we would never stumble

<opentext> James 1:13-16

<opentext> 13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

<opentext> 14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

<opentext> 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

<opentext> 16Do not err, my beloved brethren.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

<opentext> where would ones mind have to be for this to happen?

<mizpah^> in the flesh big time

renewed> looking at things of the world ...

<opentext> exactly, rather then keeping the Word first and foremost in our mind

<opentext> which means our spirit man has to be fed at least as much as the flesh every day

<opentext> Col 3:1-3

<opentext> 1If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

<opentext> 2Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

<opentext> 3For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> everything that we receive, we should see Father's signature on

<opentext> whether it is a paycheck

<opentext> a new vehicle

renewed> :-)

<opentext> a paid bill 

<NowFaithIs> 2 cor 10:5-6

<opentext> this is why we need to learn to thank Him for all things, even the cup of coffee...or glass of water

<opentext> 2 Cor 10:5-7

<opentext> 5Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

<opentext> 6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.

<opentext> 7Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.

<opentext> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> isn't it as we allow those thoughts and imaginations to take root, that we err

<opentext> we train ourselves to acknowledge God in all the little things............

<opentext> yes michie

<opentext> when men look at a woman, that is not wrong...it is the 2nd look when they get *whiplash*, that starts to get them in trouble

<opentext> this is why we have to have the Word in and on our mind all the time

<opentext> Have you forgotten, that Christ Jesus was made unto us righteousness? We are the righteousness of God in Him. We have to remember how Isaiah described our righteousness; as that of filthy rags. It is only through Christ Jesus that we are able to go boldly unto the throne of grace in a time of need. He is our mediator with the Father.

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:30

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:30) -- But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:21

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:21) -- For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

<opentext> Whatsoever things are lovely!

<opentext> 4375  prosphiles- lovely; acceptable, pleasing.

<opentext> if we held all our thoughts before Father...would we be as apt to do those things that are displeasing?

renewed> no

<mizpah^> no

<opentext> exactly....but usually it is not till we stumbled, that we wonder what went wrong

<opentext> Who is it that we are trying to please? We know that those that operate in the flesh cannot please God. Even Christ pleased not Himself; but did only the things that He saw the Father do; He spoke only the things that He heard the Father speak. For He knew, that this is what pleased Father. Do you do only the things that please Father?

<Tronix> No one does

<mizpah^> sadly not

<opentext> train a child in the way they should go......usually we only here this for children in the flesh...and yet, are we not children of God?

renewed> yes we are

<opentext> we should then also be training ourselves in the *way* we should go

<opentext> @read john 14:6

<Chatbot> (john 14:6) -- Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

renewed> through the renewing of our mind in the Word

<opentext> the *way*, is illuminated by the *truth*...for His Word is our lamp, to keep us on the straight and narrow path

<opentext> Paul, in addressing the Galatians, told them quite plainly, that if he pleased men, that he would not be the servant of Christ. If you entangle yourself in the affairs of this world, how can one ever expect to please Father?

renewed> we can't

<opentext> Whatsoever things are of good report!

<opentext> 2163  euphemos (yoo'-fay-mos); good report; from 2095 and 5345; well spoken of, i.e. reputable:  KJV-- of good report.

<opentext> Who is it that you want to speak well of you, man or God? It is only through faith, that the leaders received a good report.

<opentext> 2 Tim 4:16-18

<opentext> 16At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

<opentext> 17Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

<opentext> 18And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Paul shares with us quite clearly here, that at his first answer, no one stood with him....but all men forsook him

<opentext> Phil 2:19-21

<opentext> 19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.

<opentext> 20For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.

<opentext> 21For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> after approx. 25 years in the ministry, Paul had only one other he could trust explicitly.....for timothy had a good report, according to the Word

> shows the spiritual maturity of Paul and Stephen, because both prayed that those that persecuted them would not be charged before God

<opentext> amen sis

<opentext> this is why we look for our good report form God, and not man

<opentext> If there be any virtue!

<opentext> 703  arete (ar-et'-ay); virtue; from the same as 730; properly, manliness (valor), i.e. excellence (intrinsic or attributed):  KJV-- praise, virtue.

<opentext> our maturity in the Word....

<opentext> Moral excellence! What a hard thing to try to comprehend in today’s society, where everything is aimed at pleasing and satisfying the flesh. How easy it is to get caught up in these things, unless our mind is constantly renewed by the Word of God

<opentext> If there be any praise! We know that in and through all, all of the glory and honor goes to Father through Jesus Christ. Do you ever try to take any of the credit for what God has done? 

<opentext> Is it something that we should be thinking of, if it is something that does not give glory to Father? 

renewed> no

<opentext> Take a close look at your life; it is quite easy to see what things are a blessing from God. It is also quite plain, to see the things that take away from our relationship with God.

<opentext> What’s on your mind today?

<opentext> Friday, we will pick up here 

<opentext> no study tomorrow morning...as we will be on the road

renewed> What amazes is me is the order of the Word, each word in the scripture is a building block for the next one ...

<opentext> yes it is...line upon line....precept upon precept

<opentext> and each line builds to a closer and deeper relationship with Father through Jesus Christ

renewed> I guess what I'm seeing in that scripture is *order* no word is put in helter skelter

<mizpah^> larry, isn't there a scripture that says Father does things in perfect order?

<opentext> Rom 12:2

<opentext> 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> it is His perfect will...and His Word is according to His will

<opentext> 2 Tim 3:16-17

<opentext> 16All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

<opentext> 17That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Col 4:12

<opentext> in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Ps 12:6

<opentext> 6The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.

<opentext> (KJV)

<NowFaithIs> heb 4:12

<opentext> @read Hebrews 4:12

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 4:12) -- For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

<opentext> good one michie

<opentext> this is why we are the body of Christ, each has something to add

<opentext> @read Philippians 1:6

<Chatbot> (Philippians 1:6) -- Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

<opentext> as we grow in the Word, so does our confidence grow

<NowFaithIs> amen

<opentext> Eph 4:15

<opentext> 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Pet 2:2-3

<opentext> 2As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

<opentext> 3If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 2 Pet 3:18

<opentext> 18But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

<opentext> (KJV)

<Tronix> 2 Cor 13:14  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

