7 September 2005 Wednesday Bible study.
 
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you by and through Christ Jesus, that we can learn of and from you, that the eyes of our understanding will be enlightened so that we can know the love of Christ that you have made available to the believer.
<opentext> As we have been talking about this week, how that when people look at Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21, that the see the physical implications to disobedience or rebellion against God and His Word, but few have any understanding of what it was that brought about these things.
<opentext> Most forget that the wages of sin is death. They have no reality that when one rebels against God and His Word, that there will be consequences.
<opentext> Thus in 2Tim 3, we can see Paul showing the believer what it is that will bring about these kind of things in a person's life. The definitions for the words today are taken from the Adam Clarke commentary.
<opentext> 2 Timothy 3:2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, KJV
<opentext> Perilous times begin when people become more fixated on their own life, rather then to remember that we are called to be servants, just as Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow.
<opentext> [Lovers of their own selves] Selfish, studious of their own interest, and regardless of the welfare of all mankind.
<opentext> How often when one is sinning and rebelling against God, do they ever think of themselves as being studious towards their own destruction?
<greg> the least of ones concerns, the devil will show people the short term pleasures of sin but not the consequences
<at-peace> probably never because of the blindness of their heart and mind at that time
<opentext> So once one begins to become self-centered, how long is it before everything that they do in their life is all about themselves?
<disciple> not long at all...continuous rebellion becomes a lifestyle
<greg> they think they will achieve peace by something in the flesh, and are always coming up short in their search, thinking one more thing will achieve their goal
<at-peace> pride comes before the fall
<opentext> And the more one studies this lifestyle, this way of living, the more proficient they become at it. The more greedy or covetous they become.
<opentext> [Covetous] Lovers of money, because of the influence which riches can procure.
<opentext> The Word tells us that it is the love of money that is the root of all evil, not money itself. And as greg said, once this self-centered appraoch to life takes root, when is it that they ever have enough?
<disciple> never...always wanting more to fill the void, but trying it with the physical instead of the spiritual
<greg> Prov 27: 20, Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. (KJV)
<at-peace> usually never
<greg> its godliness with contentment that is great gain
<opentext> Why is it that most wars ever start?
<at-peace> greed... someone has something that the other wants
<greg> James 4:1-2, 1From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. (KJV)
<greg> trying to fill a spiritual void with something in the physical
<opentext> Greed or covetousness, because those in power or control have studied long and hard as to how to achieve those things that are for their own self interest. Just as with so many things, the earth has adequate supplies, but doesn't the greed bring about the shortages?
<disciple> yes
<at-peace> yes, because many want to store up for themselves and force others to pay a high price to obtain any of what they have.. thus cause a shortage because they are not willing to share all that they have
<disciple> the strongest holds the most
<greg> every country in every part of the world has valuable things that end up being sold for the highest profit rather than distributed as needed or traded fairly on the market
<at-peace> they hold others hostage at their will…others needs
<opentext> [Proud] Airy, light, trifling persons; those who love to make a show-- who are all outside; to show.
<opentext> And as they continue to study to increase this arrogance, how great does their pride become?
<at-peace> blinding in every sense
<disciple> pride blinds one against all reason and spirituality
<at-peace> full of darkness...no light within
<opentext> Any different then the religious leaders of Jesus Christ time? Or most of the religious leaders of today?
<greg> they think their is strength in numbers, which the word says will be the opposite
<at-peace> no...Matt 23:25-28, 25Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. (KJV)
<disciple> same thing yesterday and today
<opentext> [Blasphemers] Those who speak impiously of God and sacred things, and injuriously of men,
<opentext> And what about these people when they try to hold God as the one responsible for natural disasters, isn't that to blaspheme?
<at-peace> yes    <disciple> yes
<opentext> And if they cannot understand God or His love, how then will they treat their fellow man?
<greg> when they finish blaming God for their problems then they blame each other
<disciple> true...as we are seeing today about new orleans
<at-peace> Job 12: 4, I am as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth upon God, and he answereth him: the just upright man is laughed to scorn. (KJV)
<opentext> [Disobedient to parents] Head-strong children, whom their parents cannot persuade.
<opentext> And if the people have no respect or love to and for God, why would they expect anything different out of their children?
<greg> they make them twofold more the child of hell, training them up in the ways of the world rather than the word
<disciple> they shouldn't, since the children are only a reflection of their parents
<opentext> [Unthankful] Persons without grace, or gracefulness; who think they have a right to the services of all men, yet feel no obligation, and consequently no gratitude.
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