Bible Study Thursday 7 November 2002

 

Are you following the crowd, or following Christ?

 

1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, in so far as I in turn am an imitator of Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Regardless of what we may think or say, it is easy for the flesh to want to follow the examples that other people are setting. This is a trait of one’s fleshly nature, or as some call it, the lower nature.

 

Galatians 1:10 For is it man's favor or God's that I aspire to? Or am I seeking to please men? If I were still a man-pleaser, I should not be Christ's bondservant. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Another thing that is apparent in this text which most overlook, is the fact that Paul is laying the groundwork, for the fact that He has been asked by God to take the apostles to task, over the fact that they were mixing the law with faith and putting the people back under bondage. Much of the problem of the judaizing that was taking place, was because of the influence of those who perceived themselves to be pillars of the church, and had forgot, neglected, overlooked, or misplaced the Rock that was the true foundation, the true cornerstone.

 

While the apostle was a persecutor of the Christians, he was the servant of men, and pleased men. When he embraced the Christian doctrine, he became the servant of GOD, and pleased HIM. He therefore intimates that he was a widely different person now from what he had been while a Jew. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

[For do I now persuade men, or God?] The word "now" [arti (grk 737)] is used here, evidently, to express a contrast between his present and his former purpose of life. Before his conversion to Christianity, he impliedly admits, that it was his object to conciliate the favor of people; that he derived his authority from them <Acts 9:1-2>; that he endeavored to act so as to please them and gain their good esteem. But "now" he says, this was not his object. He had a higher aim. It was to please God, and to conciliate His favor. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

The ministers of Christ must not be men-pleasers; they must not please men either by flattery or falsehood, nor accommodate their doctrines to the humour and dispositions of men; pleasing of God is our great work and business, let us mind that: man-pleasing is endless, and needless, any farther than for their good, and the gospel's gain. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

It may be implied also that if in fact a man makes it his aim to please people, or if this is the purpose for which he lives and acts, and if he shapes his conduct with reference to that, he cannot be a Christian or a servant of Christ. A Christian must act from higher motives than those, and he who aims supremely at the favor of his fellowmen has full evidence that he is NOT a Christian. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

He did not, in his doctrine, accommodate himself to the humours of persons, either to gain their affection or to avoid their resentment; but his great care was to approve himself to God. The judaizing teachers, by whom these churches were corrupted, had discovered a very different temper; they mixed works with faith, and the law with the gospel, only to please the Jews, whom they were willing to court and keep in with, that they might escape persecution. But Paul was a man of another spirit; he was not so solicitous to please them, nor to mitigate their rage against him, as to alter the doctrine of Christ either to gain their favour or to avoid their fury. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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