7 June 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<greg> thank you Father for your plan of salvation, revealed through the spirit to those that seek to worship you this day in spirit and in truth, giving the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, and that you have made real and alive to us through the knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ, the first born among the brethren that are gathered here this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:15-16, 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief]. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty (snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily adjust yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits. AMP

 

<opentext> Two cannot walk together, unless they be agreed. One cannot share in another’s joy or grief, if they are not in agreement with them as well, as there would not be anything to connect them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is the body of Christ, that is knit together in and by His love.

<opentext> If you will recall earlier in Romans, that we were told that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who is given unto us.

<opentext> If it is not the love of God working in a persons heart, then it will only be emotions that are being played out, and we know that those who are operating in and by the lower nature cannot please God.

<opentext> Thus for people to live in real harmony, they must have something which they can agree in and on. And for the Christian, this is the love of God which passes knowledge.

<opentext> Is it always easy to live in harmony? And, why not?

<greg> it is a lot easier if one is in harmony with Father, then they can hear clearly and share in others joy and grief

<helpmate> as much as we try to, no not always...satan will do anything that he can do to break that harmony up...steal, kill and destroy

<at-peace> we are to know no man after the flesh, but after the spirit..... if not focused on Christ in one another that allows the door open for discourse to enter in

<opentext> Faith is by hearing, by hearing and living the Message once delivered by and through Christ Jesus. The unity is in Christ, so if one is not able to clearly hear His voice, then doubt will set in. And we all know that without faith it is not possible to please Him.

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to walk in the Spirit, so that we will not be swayed or moved by the lusts and desires of the lower nature.

<opentext> But, to walk in the Spirit, one needs to be ever attentive to Father's voice. And if one is not putting forth a sincere effort, how easily can one's hearing be distracted?

<helpmate> they will become dull of hearing   <chosen> very easily

<greg> for many it is not a priority, which makes it easier for the fiery darts to get through

 

<opentext> Eph 4:15-16, 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. KJV

 

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son [the manifest Word of God] that whosoever should believe [put into action] in and on Him should not perish, but have ever lasting life.

<opentext> Father speaks the truth to us, and it is this truth that sets us free and keeps us free from the corruption of the lower nature. It is as one hears this truth, and applies it to their life, that that liberty is then what is manifest in and through them. And it is this love then that knits the body together.

<opentext> And that which is supplied to every joint [rejoicing or sorrow] is manifest in and by the love of God.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. KJV

 

<opentext> Being of the same mind [we are to have the mind of Christ] one toward another. Having the same purpose, the same goal. And yet, is it always easy for people to work together, keeping in heart and mind the same purpose and same goal?

<chosen> no, only while one keeps the mind renewed in the Word so that His goals become our goals

<helpmate> it is when one thinks of themselves more highly than they ought to that the trouble starts

<at-peace> it is if we are in harmony with one another... in Christ, otherwise it would be each to his own

<greg> its a narrow path that leads to the goal line, with much opposition along the way, including ourselves

 

<opentext> Rom 8:28, And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. KJV

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that just as Paul told us earlier in this epistle, the importance on the believer to be operating in accordance with His purpose. Not to be high minded and think that we are more important then the rest of the body members. But rather seeing the value and importance of each and every member.

<opentext> Stop and consider for a moment how the Father and Son encourage you. How often are their thoughts and opinions of you higher then your own thoughts and opinions of yourself?

<helpmate> ouch

<greg> there is a balance where one doesn’t want to think more highly of themselves, and yet not to limit the good work that has been done in us as well

<at-peace> they see the fulness there of

<helpmate> being confident...but not haughty

<opentext> Today we have the opportunity, the privilege to be called the children of God. Let us do all that we can this day, to walk in accordance with His purpose and plan.
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