7 June 2004 Monday Bible study!

 

[05:04] <chosen> thank you Father for that which you have prepared and provided for us to nourish and strengthen us this day, through Christ Jesus... we pray that we will allow your Word to continue working within us this day and that we will hold it as the pearl of great price in our hearts, because of your continued love for us.

 

<opentext> Rom 7:24-25, 24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. KJV

<opentext> On Friday night's study in Helena, we went into a bit more depth about what it is like, and the continuing results, from allowing the dead corpse of the flesh to be continually dragged along with us.

<opentext> Now, we can recall how Adam Clarke described how the dead body was chained to the back of a person that had fallen out of grace with the ruler of the country, and so this was the penalty that was imposed.

<opentext> Now, we have all carried something on our backs at one time or another, so we have some idea of how that can wear on a person and tire them out. Yet, how often have you had something of your back that was the same weight as you, if not maybe even greater?

<chosen> i haven't    <disciple> not sure

 

<opentext> So you would not only have a great weight on your back, but then it would also be very difficult to control that weight and to keep it from shifting; so how much would this take away from one concentrating on where they were going, and their attention to the strait and narrow path?

<disciple> it would take much of the focus from Father

<chosen> it would probably get one to fall down

 

<opentext> Ps 38:4-6, 4 For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. 5 My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 6 I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Now, another thing to consider with the fact that a dead body, a corpse would be chained to our back, and weighing one down, now one would have to also consider the stench that would be there. So then, besides the weight on one's back, how much would this rotting flesh affect your attention to there you were going?

<chosen> very distracting   <disciple> almost unbearable

 

<opentext> So then, besides having the corpse chained to one's back, and especially if one was walking down wind, they would have the stench there to deal with [besides the fact that everyone would want to avoid us] then one would have to also consider the distraction of the bugs that would be crawling around on the corpse, as well as us. So how much of an added distraction would this cause to one's concentration on hearing Father's voice?

 

<opentext> Isa 1:5-6, 5Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 6From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment. (KJV)

 

<disciple> that would pretty well silence Him in my ears...couldn't think on anything else

<chosen> the bugs and the disease would soon spread onto us

 

<opentext> How often has one considered this, when they try to keep the old man and it's habits around?

<disciple> i haven't    <chosen> i hadn't

 

<opentext> Now, if a pig farmer walks into a room, how long does it take before people are aware that he is there? And what is it that first causes people to take notice of him?

<chosen> the smell... turns every head

<disciple> they notice right away, and they smell the pig smell on him

 

<opentext> And yet, if you had a group of pig farmers together, would they notice the smell on one another?

<disciple> no, they would be used to the smell      <chosen> no

 

<opentext> So then, the evil communications would not bring any alarm to those who all had the same stench, but would consider it normal?

<disciple> true     <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> And how long would it be or take, for one to become accustomed to the smell, and it was no longer a deterrent to them?

<disciple> not long at all...would happen slowly, as not to notice they are getting used to it

<chosen> not long

 

<opentext> So then what happens when one starts to hang out with the world, more then the Word?

<disciple> one takes on the attributes of the world, more than the Word

<at-peace> a little leaven will eventually leaven the whole lump

<chosen> we will soon start to become like them, as we grow accustomed to their ways.

 

<opentext> So then, one would say the weight of the dead works of the world would begin to weigh on one and begin to tire them out. As well as the stench at first that would permeate the nostrils and cause one to be further distracted, would eventually become immune or impervious to the stench one carried.

 

<opentext> Ps 77:3-4, 3I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 4Thou holdest mine eyes waking: I am so troubled that I cannot speak. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 7:24-25, 24O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 25I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. (KJV)

 

<opentext> If i try to do this in and of myself, i will always come short of the glory of God. Jesus Christ said that His yoke was easy, and His burden was light, because He paid in full the price for the disobedience and rebellion of the flesh. So we can see the importance of keeping the heart and mind renewed in and by the Word of God. For it is only Him, who is able to deliver us from the power of darkness.

<opentext> Today, will you try to carry the load alone? Or will you join forces with Jesus Christ?

<at-peace> join forces with Jesus Christ

<chosen> in union with Him

<disciple> i will remain an active participant with Father, following the example that Jesus Christ has given

<faithful> with Jesus Christ

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
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