7 January 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father we thank you for this day and this time which you have for us, and foresaw before the foundation of the world. With open hearts and minds we come before you by and through Christ Jesus to receive our daily bread to sustain us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 3:12 They've all taken the wrong turn; they've all wandered down blind alleys. No one's living right; I can't find a single one. 13 Their throats are gaping graves, their tongues slick as mud slides. Every word they speak is tinged with poison.14 They open their mouths and pollute the air. 15 They race for the honor of sinner-of-the-year, 16 litter the land with heartbreak and ruin, 17 Don't know the first thing about living with others. 18 They never give God the time of day.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson all rights reserved)

 

<opentext> Apart from Christ, there is no life, there is no direction to life.

<opentext> There are no short-cuts into the kingdom of God. And even though we know this, how often does one look for them?

<chosen> when being lazy

<disciple> trying to be their own saviour

<at-peace> when seeking our will and not His

<helpmate> John 10:1Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. (KJV)

<opentext> Just as one's hearing can be dull or lazy, so can one's seeing. One has to make the determination by their sight, to take the path of least resistance.

 

<opentext> 13 Their throats are gaping graves, their tongues slick as mud slides. Every word they speak is tinged with poison. 

 

<opentext> Death and life are in the power of the tongue! So if one is speaking words contrary to life, it has to be presenting death. Yet, how often when speaking anything other then the Word, does one really consider this to be so?

<disciple> not always, but should always consider our words

<helpmate> most consider it idle chatter that does not hurt anything

 

<opentext> 14 They open their mouths and pollute the air.

 

<opentext> One will look around and see and consider many things to be polluting the air. Yet does one ever think of any words apart from the Word as air pollution?

<disciple> haven't thought of it like that   <chosen> no, but it is true

<at-peace> hadn't before, but it can choke the life out of others…or ourselves

<helpmate> yes, don't say words that i used to use before

 

<opentext> 15 They race for the honor of sinner-of-the-year,

 

<opentext> How many do look for honors and acknowledgment here? Rather then remaining a humble servant, and looking for their reward from Father?

<disciple> would much rather receive rewards from Father when i get home

<chosen> we shouldn't seek treasures on this earth, only treasure in heaven

<at-peace> many have a zeal of God but not according to knowledge... so they go about to establish their own righteousness

 

<opentext> 16 litter the land with heartbreak and ruin,

 

<opentext> If one is not promoting God [being that example of the believer in word, in conduct, in conversation] then one has to be contributing to cluttering the landscape of the heart with those things that clog and hinder the life giving source.

<opentext> So we can see why we are told that one will have to give account of every idle word that they have cluttered the landscape of life with, and not having sought forgiveness.

 

<opentext> Ps 141:3Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips. 4Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties.  (KJV)

 

<opentext> One has to be responsible for their own words, and recognize that any wrong words are as deadly as a loaded gun.

<opentext> How often does one ever consider that their wrong words [words contrary to the truth] can be used by the devil as fiery darts against people, as well as the brethren?

<disciple> <shudder> i pray that i do not do that...i love my brothers and sisters in Christ and don't want to hurt or hinder them....again

<chosen> should be only those words that will be profitable for edification of the body

 

<opentext> 17 Don't know the first thing about living with others. 18 They never give God the time of day.

 

<opentext> If one does not give God their time, why would they ever consider those within the body, let alone anyone else?

<disciple> they probably wouldn't <chosen> they won't<at-peace> they wouldn't  <helpmate> they won't

 

<opentext> Rom 3:19 This makes it clear, doesn't it, that whatever is written in these Scriptures is not what God says about others but to us to whom these Scriptures were addressed in the first place! And it's clear enough, isn't it, that we're sinners, every one of us, in the same sinking boat with everybody else? (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> 1 Pet 4:17For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? (KJV)

 

<opentext> 1 Peter 4:17 It's judgment time for Christians. We're first in line. If it starts with us, think what it's going to be like for those who refuse God's Message! 18 If good people barely make it, What's in store for the bad?  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often do people expect the Word given to be for everyone except themselves?

<helpmate> they only see others and not themselves because of the beam in their own eye

<at-peace> when thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought

<chosen> when they don’t have a sincere open heart 

<disciple> have to read it as a letter to us...the individual

<at-peace> we will end up missing the mark just as the jews did

 

<opentext> Luke 18:11The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (KJV)

 

<opentext> I like the way it says, that those that ignore God and His Word, will end up missing the boat. Just as those did in Noah's time; and like wise how the Lord said that the last days shall be as the days of Noah.

<opentext> Today, being mindful that every word we speak, every action we take, is the opportunity to be a legible signpost directing people to Father by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> 2 Peter 2:10-22 goes well with today's message

<opentext> any other questions or comments from today's study?
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