7 February 2006 Tuesday Bible study.

 
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come to you by and through Christ Jesus to receive of you and from you that which we have need of to nourish and sustain us on our journey home.
 
<opentext> Rom 16:17-18, 17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. KJV
 
<opentext> After all that Paul has given for counsel and instruction in this letter or epistle, he now asks them not to be easily swayed or moved from that which they have heard. But it is interesting to note, how he encourages them, but does not demand of them, knowing that each person has their own free will and choice to make.
<opentext> In today's world, with every new germ or sickness outbreak, we see the world health organizations make pleas for people to avoid certain areas of the world, as well as any of those people or things that could be carriers.
<opentext> How do the people react when they hear these warnings and such?
<helpmate> mostly out of fear
<greg> with diligence and much concern, for many it becomes a priority

<opentext> Now, unless you are a medical specialist, can you see these germs, do you know what they look like?
<helpmate> no     <disciple> no
<greg> unless one knows where and what to look for, they would be blind to the danger

<opentext> And after maybe a dozen warnings, with no major outbreaks, then how do the people respond to the continued warnings?
<greg> they get lazy and go back to the same routines
<helpmate> they begin to ignore the warnings
<disciple> they become complacent

<opentext> Now then consider the counsel that God uses Paul to deliver to us within this epistle, and how it tells us what is necessary to avoid spiritual plague and certain death, and how to recognize them. And then we are warned to avoid these people and situations, and yet how do people respond?

<greg> for many if the outward looks good and appears to be in order, they don’t respond, even though the inward is deteriorating
<disciple> if they are drawn to them physically, they don't want to believe that the good person they see is actually a tool that can lead to death
<helpmate> some get indignant...they have been around these people for a long time and they think that nothing has happened to them

<opentext> We know that the devil is out there, seeking whom he may devour, yet why are the people so nonchalant or complacent when it comes to their spiritual health or well being?
<disciple> they are guided by what they see and feel in the flesh
<greg> 2 Cor 2:11Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. (KJV)
<greg> many have become lazy and dull of hearing, and don’t even realize that the thief has entered and is stealing from them

<opentext> So we can see then, that one has to first have heard the Message delivered, in order to be able to identify those who would try to infect their spiritual health and relationship with God. They also have to know His voice, so that they do not get their information from imposters.
<opentext> Now Paul also says that we are not only to mark these people, but also to avoid them. Often times people will mark them, somewhat, but will they avoid them?
<helpmate> no…because they think they are strong enough and nothing will rub off on them
<disciple> no

<opentext> How about people they have known for years, is it harder to break off these relationships? And also, what about the fleshly family, how difficult is it to let go of those ties?
<helpmate> yes, sometimes it can be very difficult
<disciple> it is difficult if one has split attention between the lower nature and higher nature
<greg> sometimes they hang onto others for their own personal gain, not realizing that they may gain the world and lose the soul
<greg> Jude 1:16 These persons are grumblers, ever complaining about their lot. They live to satisfy their evil passions, their lips boast arrogant things, and they flatter others for personal gain

<opentext> So we have to understand that Paul says that we are not only to mark those people who cause offense and division according to the counsel that you have received from God, but also to avoid them. Now just as some of these diseases are out there today, that they can be fatal if the warnings are not obeyed.
<opentext> But yet, because we have ignored God's counsel in the past, and nothing drastic has yet happened, one can get a bit arrogant or proud, and think that they are smarter then God.

<opentext> Who did Jesus Christ state that His family is?
<greg> Mark 3:35For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother. (KJV)
<greg> whoever is receiving this message of deliverance, and walking in it as well, keeping themselves pure
<disciple> those who did the will of God in Christ

<opentext> So Father's counsel is straight forward and to the point. We will read it, we will hear it. Yet, when God uses a vessel to remind us of this, how often is it that one really gives heed to it? Or, how do they often respond to the messenger?
<helpmate> they look at the messenger like "who do you think you are!!"
<greg> yes, for some they will only listen to certain vessels they consider godly, and miss out on Fathers instructions
<greg> 2 Cor 5:16Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)
<opentext> Father's Word is plain, and it is to the point. Yet, usually after the initial shock and awe value of it, soon one does not take the warnings and admonitions as serious. They forget that it is now faith, and that those warnings are every bit as relevant today, as when they first believed.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?
<greg> o/ 
<opentext> yes greg
<greg> there are many that would desire a closer relationship with Father, but fall short because of the places and people they choose to fellowship with and call people of God
2 cor 6:16  And what agreement can a temple of God make with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God, just as God said: "I will live in them and walk in them, and I will be their God and they will be my people." 17.  Therefore: "`Come out of company with them, and separate from them,' the Lord has said, `And stop touching what is unclean; then I will welcome you,18.  I will be a Father to you, and you will be sons and daughters of mine,' The Lord Almighty said."
<greg> one must come and separate themselves, then they become a member and joint heir with the family of God.
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