7 February 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> Father this is the day that you have made, and planned for us before the foundation of the world, to lead and guide us by your spirit to follow the path that leads us home by our forerunner Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:22-23, 22 Then note and appreciate the gracious kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's gracious kindness to you--provided you continue in His grace and abide in His kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off (pruned away). 23 And even those others [the fallen branches, Jews], if they do not persist in [clinging to] their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. AMP

<opentext> Abiding in Him. We can talk about abiding in Him, yet, does one really remain dependent in and upon Him at all times?

<greg> without Him we can do nothing, with Him i can do all things, having tried both ways i have found avoiding the pitfalls of my own understanding is much more peaceable

<chosen> He should be our only source, the only one we rely on and seek, in all circumstances that we face

<greg> of not leaning to my own understanding

<opentext> So it is a matter of not only hearing His counsel for us, but then a matter of applying to one's life, to their walk, that which they have heard. Learning to be a joyful doer of the Word. 

<opentext> Why is it important that one should be joyful, while carrying out that which He asks of them?

<at-peace> the joy of the Lord is our strength

<chosen> the joy of the Lord is our strength.... giving thanks in all things, at all times

<greg> i know God could find someone else that is joyful if i don’t like His terms and conditions for salvation

<opentext> What is a persons demeanor, if they are doing something only because they have to, rather then because they want to?

<greg> half hearted effort, doing things out of obligation and not love

<chosen> grumpy not glad... it is His day and we should rejoice and be glad in it

<opentext> As greg said, doing things out of love. God is love, so if one wants to be and remain an integral part of Him, operating in His love is to be a part of His very nature, since we know that Christ Jesus is the express manifestation of His love.

<opentext> People often forget, that unbelief really is when people doubt His love. And once doubt begins to creep in and establish a foothold, then the bond between man and Him starts to weaken.

<opentext> If one begins to doubt and their resolve is weakened, how much of that which is vital for life, for remaining firmly attached to the vine, is one going to be willing to accept from Him?

<greg> if it is an obligation one has a tendency to question things more often, rather than love, which when one understands considers is a privilege to serve the living God

<chosen> they will start to reject the nourishment that can only come from Him

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is so vital that one operates and remains within the will of God, doing those things that are pleasing to Him out of love. For when one operates within the will of God one is then cognizant of God's love in sending His Son to pay the price for our sins, so that we can see the end result in being delivered from this present evil world.

<opentext> Yet, how often have you ever thought of unbelief as a rejection of God's love? Look at it this way which may help you see it a bit clearer: what happens if one is being given a medicine to save their life, but the body rejects that medicine? What can they do if there is no other medicine for what is ailing them?

<chosen> not much else they could do, other than believing God for His healing

<at-peace> it could lead to death... seek the Lord and trust in the healing that has already taken place in Him

<opentext> Jesus Christ is the light and the life of the world; so once one begins to doubt that love of the Father through Him, they begin to reject that which is able to heal them and restore them to that which God intended for mankind. And once the doubt starts, the bond is weakened, and the source for delivery of what is needed is weakened, and eventually will fail totally.

<opentext> Being attached to the vine, is like having an IV in your arm, that is able to provide you with all that you need for healing and life, yet if one hinders that supply line, the proper dose that is required is not able to be provided. Once the proper dosage is no longer supplied, then what happens?

<chosen> the body will weaken and could eventually die

<greg> give us this day our daily bread, then one becomes malnourished, and the immune system, the shield of faith is no longer operating

<at-peace> an infection can set in.... a little leaven, leavens the whole lump

<opentext> I can think of times in the past when i was given a prescription to take, and was told to take it until all the medicine was gone. Yet, in my faulty wisdom, when i started to feel a bit better, i decided i did not need the medicine any longer. What do you think happened?

<greg> had to buy more medicine     <chosen> the infection returns

<at-peace> the healing process stopped and the infection started to take over again

<opentext> The bodies immune system did not have the proper time and medicine to properly recover, and the process has to be started all over again.  Thus we can see how vital it is to remain abiding in Him.

<opentext> Not allowing any doubt for His love to set in. Israel began to doubt God's love after they had been delivered from Egypt. It was not long before everything was about Israel, rather then about God's love. 

<opentext> Rom 5:1-6, 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. KJV

<opentext> Not how earlier in our studies in this epistle, that the love of God was shed abroad in your heart. Today, will you allow that love to fully abide in you, and be manifest through you?

<at-peace> yes

<chosen> yes
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