7 December 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and your Words of life you have prepared for us this day that will direct and encourage us in continuing in the faith grounded and settled giving you the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:9-10, 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. KJV

 

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, that in verse 9 we are able to see beginning faith, and in verse 10 we are able to see continuing faith. Just as in the teaching of the vineyard, there were many that began the journey that day in the vineyard, and many that came along during that day as well, but only those that were able to hold fast until the end of the day received the reward.

<opentext> All people start their life and this walk through this world the same way. All have to learn and grow and develop. However, it takes a beginning faith for one to begin the journey within the family of God; and then one has to continue in that faith until the end to receive the eternal reward within Father's family.

<opentext> So from the moment one first believes, it becomes a continual process of growing and developing in one's relationship with God; and that relationship has to be based in and on the truth of His Word, not man's traditions and ideas.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:11-12, 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. KJV

 

<opentext> If one continues or maintains their relationship with Him, then they never are ashamed of that relationship. Why is that?  Maybe because of that trust and confidence that has been developed and maintained?

<at-peace> in Christ there is no condemnation and one is holding that relationship with Father as the pearl of great price... intimacy in Spirit and in Truth

<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> So as one grows and develops in that relationship with Him, that trust in His Word gives one the confidence to allow that relationship to continue to grow, and the love that is there grows a stronger and stronger bond.

<opentext> What happens if that relationship is neglected or taken for granted?

<chosen> it grows distant, the bond weakens

<disciple> the relationship with Father is gone, and they wander aimlessly because they don't have a clear hearing

<opentext> Okay, it grows distant, and the bond that was there begins to weaken. Then doesn't one begin to look elsewhere to have that void that is developing to be filled? Doesn't one then begin to not want to be seen anymore with that person?

<disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes

 

<opentext> Remember earlier in this epistle, Paul said that he was not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ, that it is the power of God unto salvation for any and all that would believe.

<opentext> And we know that God so loved the world, that He gave the ultimate sacrifice so that each and every person would have that same opportunity to have that intimate relationship with Him.

<opentext> So then as long as one maintains and allows that relationship to develop, then they will not doubt that love that the Father has for His children. 

<opentext> All sin and fall short of the glory of God. There is but one way to the Father, and no man can come to the Father except by Jesus Christ. 

 

<opentext> Rom 10:13, For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. KJV

 

<opentext> Did you notice that in verse 11 that Paul says that whosoever believes in Him shall not be ashamed, and in verse 13 that Paul says whosoever calls upon Him shall be saved. Why did Paul do this?

<at-peace> one believes in the heart and confession is made with the mouth

<disciple> many believe in Him, and talk about Him a lot, but not many call upon Him...they use Him like a badge of honor, rather than a personal relationship, walking and talking with Him

<chosen> calling upon Him confessing with our mouth, to be saved

 

<opentext> Very good answers. First one has to be introduced to Him, and not be ashamed of the establishment of that relationship, and then one has to have the confidence to continue in that relationship.

<opentext> One would not want to get passed an introduction to someone, if there was nothing there to bring them to more intimacy. Once one begins to become intimate, then they begin to share and converse on every and all details of that relationship. At times people will wonder why their relationship with the Lord is not growing or developing; yet does one always share the most intimate details with Him? Or are there some areas that one will hold back?

<at-peace> usually that is the case

<chosen> some things held back

<disciple> usually hold back as if Father doesn't know the heart and intent of every person

 

<opentext> Ps 62:8, Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Today, one has that opportunity to become more intimate with God through their relationship by and through Christ Jesus.
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