7 April 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that we can come before you to receive of and from you that which we need to sustain us this day by and through the

 Message delivered by Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:3,  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. KJV

 

<opentext> If one is operating under grace by faith, then they will treasure and value this gift that they have received. 

<opentext> Now if one really sees and treasures this "gift" which they have received, then one will remain humble that God would save them, and yield to Him to be used by Him.

<opentext> But what happens when one takes lightly this gift they have received?

<disciple> they won't hear Him, how to be used of Him, or take His Word seriously

<helpmate> they can start to drift from that strait and narrow path that will leas them home to Father

<chosen> they will risk letting go of it, rejecting the Gift, because there will be other things that are more important to them

<opentext> So then how can one make sure that they maintain the right attitude with regards to this "gift"?

<at-peace> keeping our mind renewed and set on things above continuing steadfast in the faith

<helpmate> seek the lord daily...Mt 6:8  Luke 11:3 Mt 6:33  Phil 2:12

<chosen> by keeping Christ our first and primary focus and attention... loving Him with out whole heart and cherishing all that He has given to us

<disciple> ignore anything that is not of God

<opentext> So just as Paul said at the start of this chapter, that we need to present ourselves to God a sacrifice that is spiritually alive, and then to maintain that one must no longer pattern their life after the world they were delivered out of, but rather that they be transformed by the renewing of their mind, so that they maintain their walk and course according to His good, perfect and acceptable will.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:4-5, 4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. KJV

 

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism that brings us into that one body.

<opentext> Now if one is going to think more highly of themselves then they ought according to His Word, are they going to be willing to want to work together in peace and harmony with those that are within the body?

<helpmate> no     <at-peace> no, they would want it to be their own agenda

<helpmate> and to do their own agenda would place them outside of the body

<chosen> no they will have their own agenda, all based on self rather than based on love for God      <disciple> no

<opentext> The word "office" here in verse 4, means function. So even though we are all members of the same body, each one has different functions within the body.

<opentext> Just as with our own bodies, there are different parts or members, and each part of the body has a different function, yet all for the common good of the body.

<opentext> When is the last time your ear argued with the mouth to see who could speak?

<helpmate> never     <disciple> can't happen     <chosen> no

<opentext> Why not?

<disciple> wouldn't make much sense, since it is impossible for the ear to speak

<helpmate> they each have their own function and work together as a whole for the good of the body

<at-peace> God set each of them in the body as He saw fit and they were give a specific function 

<opentext> So then why isn't it that we can each recognize our place within the body of Christ, and be content with who we are and where we are within the body, and work together for the good of this glorious gospel?

<disciple> some might feel like an appendix...not recognizing a function for them

<chosen> it depends on where our relationship with Father is at, if we are content in Him and who we are in Christ then we are content with that which He has called us to do and will desire for everyone to know the same love and contentment that we have received from Him

<helpmate> one sometimes thinks that one part of the body is better than the other and they do not want the part that they think is a more lowly position.....thinking more highly of themselves than they ought

<opentext> Paul addresses the fact that many think more highly of themselves then they ought, but what about those that think more lowly of themselves, and just do not find any value or worth for themselves?

<chosen> we need to get to the point where we recognize and accept what only God thinks of us,.... that we are valuable and precious to Him,…no matter what man, both Christians and non-Christians, have said about us, thought of us or done to us

<helpmate> thinking more lowly is just as bad as thinking more highly of oneself

<helpmate> Father is no respecter of persons

<opentext> And how often is it that people wonder with their lowly state, what they could ever be able to do for God or His kingdom?

<at-peace> many think it has to be big things for God to count... and yet if one is faithful in the least of things, they will be faithful in much

<helpmate> when they have not studied enough to know what the Word has to say to them

<disciple> it's best not to wonder about it...just do what we hear, and not rate ourselves among the body of Christ...2 cor 10:12

<chosen> just sharing His love with others by being the example of the believer, could be enough to cause one more to turn to Christ

<at-peace> one finding the value in the little things that are asked of us for over time they do add up unto godliness with contentment

<opentext> Stop and think for a moment, how many organs are there within your body that you do not see, and yet if they did not work or function properly, you would no longer exist.

 <disciple> many

<opentext> And yet, doesn't one often take them for granted? Doesn't one often take these organs and their functions for granted?

<helpmate> yes   :-(   <disciple> many times, yes    <chosen> yes

<opentext> What about with the body of Christ, how often do we take other members and their function for granted as well?

<at-peace> my desire is to never take anyone in the body of Christ for granted, but know that i have at times fallen short

<helpmate> yes, that sometimes happens, more than we would like to admit

<disciple> usually the one(s) we physically see are being used the most...we just tend to think...that's their job...and take them for granted at times

<opentext> Today, let us learn to be more aware of each and every member of the body of Christ, and see their function and value through Father's eyes.  

(  Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

