7 April 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and your continued grace and mercy for each of us.  We pray that we will be attentive to your voice and to your Word this day with open hearts and minds, a willingness to go about your work and business that you ask of us and continue to give you all the praise, honor, and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:5-6, 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. KJV

 

<opentext> Planted together in the likeness of His death. Now, when you plant a seed, do you watch and observe the old exterior shell of the seed? Or do you look for the new growth that will emerge from it?

<at-peace> look for the new growth that will emerge from it

<chosen> look for the new growth

 

<opentext> Why?

<at-peace> because we have that expectation that it will grow into that which we planted

<chosen> it's neat waiting and watching to see it come to life and to see what comes forth from out of the seed

 

<opentext> Is it because one wants to look for the newness of life, rather then that which has died and is decaying?

<chosen> yes          <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> Okay then; think about this. Therefore...if any man be in Christ, He is a new creation; old things have passed away, and behold "all" things have become new.

<opentext> Now then, why does one spend so much time looking to the old nature [that which has died and decaying] rather then focusing in and on the new life that is in Christ?

<at-peace> at times one does not have that same expectation of new life and growth within themselves

 

<opentext> Eph 4:22-24, 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. KJV

 

<opentext> Now for a moment recall, that death and life are in the power of the tongue. A new life, and therefore we should have a new language, a new vocabulary. Thus, putting off the former conversation of the old man. A whole new way of life and living.

<opentext> Putting on the new man, that which is being brought forth in the likeness of Him, as one hears and obeys the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Col 3:9-10, 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: KJV

 

<opentext> The old man is gone; now leave it dead and buried. Renewing our heart and mind with the living waters and the bread of life that has been given to us.

<opentext> If you then are risen with Him, seek those things which are above.  Seek those things that bring forth life, not death.

<opentext> Now when we look at it like this, one can see the simplicity of the new life in Christ. So how then, does it get so complicated or hard?

<chosen> our mind complicates it ... not thinking on the right things

<at-peace> when one tries to apply it their own strength...leaning to our own understanding, instead of applying it as the Spirit leads and guides for what is necessary to bring about maturity in an area

 

<opentext> Casting down the thoughts and imaginations, before they pull us down from the heavenlies, where we are supposed to remain seated in Him [entering His rest and remaining there].

<opentext> Rom 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. KJV

 

<opentext> Now note in our second verse for today...that the old man is crucified with Him. We need to keep the old man that way. Yet, how often do people try to resurrect the old ways of doing things, rather then having the patience and fortitude to wait on God?

<chosen> the old thinking tries to get in at times and pulls us down with it

<at-peace> probably more often than one should...one beginning in the spirit but lose patience and revert to the flesh …one should not have any confidence in the flesh

 

<opentext> The old man is dead, so then why does one allow a dead person to speak to them, and even give any credence to what the dead are saying?

<at-peace> when one's mind is not renewed ... being in subjection to the Spirit, those voices become more audible

 

<opentext> So we can see then why Paul refers to it as the former conversation. A new way of life and living. A new way of talking with a new vocabulary that brings forth life. Training oneself in the way that they should go, so as they develop and mature, they choose not to depart from that strait and narrow path which leads one to eternal life.

<opentext> Remaining in Christ, that new creation. And hearing the Message of life delivered by Christ Jesus to us, with a comprehension of what we hear, which brings about obeying that which we hear in the Message, will then cause new life in Him to blossom forth within the believer.

<opentext> I must decrease [the old nature allowed to die and decay, not trying to resurrect it] that Christ [the power and wisdom of God] may be what is seen by others in me.
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