February 6, 1998
opentext - Father, we thank you for this day as we come before your throne with praise and thanksgiving in our hearts.  We thank-you for the sacrifice of your Son Jesus Christ made in our behalf.  We ask that your Holy Spirit be our guide this day, as we seek your will through your Word this day and we give you Father, and you alone all of the praise, honor and glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.....well....how did yesterday go for all of you?

NowFaithIs  - don't ask!

renewed  - yesterday was great!

opentext - don't ask...that good?

dave, miz & helpmate  - very well, the only time it didn't go good was when I got in the way

NowFaithIs  - what dave-miz said!

renewed  - <G>

opentext - hmmm....was it attacks, or self imposed problems?

NowFaithIs  - however, big difference being---I could recognize what the problem was, whereas before I would have just thought I was having a "bad day"

dave, miz & helpmate  - self imposed, some attacks

NowFaithIs  - self imposed not getting myself in subjection to the Word

dave, miz & helpmate  - yep, michie, until it was over.  Right

opentext - ahhh.....ok....because once we can recognize that, then we are able to work at it

NowFaithIs  - yes, I definitely knew that the problem was my sure coming to the physical circumstances around me.  Operating in my own strength

opentext - Many of us forget to keep in operation, that which we started the day with.

opentext - @read Matthew 6:11

Give us this day our daily bread.

NowFaithIs  - what I find that I do is if I have allowed myself to get out of the Word during the day....I end up beating myself up instead of shaking the dust off my feet and getting into the Word once I see what is going on

opentext - as we start each day, we have to be mindful of, and keep in our mind, that which we have started our day with.  Exactly  Michie.....keeping our focus on the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house.  If we are more in tuned to the problems, then we are to the Word...this is where our focus begins to change

NowFaithIs  - right which is exactly where the devil would have our eyes be

opentext - Did anyone notice the above verse....give us this day........it did not say....give us this morning, or give us this afternoon, but give us this day......any time we call upon Father during this day, in now faith, He will provide the spiritual food that we need.  How many of us pack a spiritual lunch box for the day?

dave, miz & helpmate  - i listened to my tape coming in and heard a verse that i am sticking with

NowFaithIs  - i should

renewed  - :( nope

opentext - Ps 119:11  Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.(KJV)

opentext - it is just as important for us to feed our spirit man during the day, as it is for us to feed our physical man, actually, more important

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) more important as the day goes along as we are being bombarded with all the happenings around us

opentext - Exactly...because our spirit man weakens during the day, if it is not fed and maintained.

NowFaithIs  - yes-- i tend to leave my house w/o being prepared for what is out there

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) if we don't, by night we are a wreck

opentext - Yes, for the above verse says that we are have hid the Word in our heart, not in the house.

NowFaithIs  - you would think i had it made not having to go to a secular job---but one trip to the store can do me in if i have not stayed in Him

opentext - and many of us hide the Word at our house, and thus do not take the Word with us when we leave.  yup

dave, miz & helpmate  - uh...i work here and i still have problems when i put the I in and leave the He out

NowFaithIs  - yes

dave, miz & helpmate  - even with my earthly boss staring at me over his half glasses

renewed  - lol

NowFaithIs  - lol

opentext - for the past week or so, we have been talking about how to make it through the day spiritually, and here in the midst of the study, we are able to see the shrewdness of the adversary, and it shows us why we have to have the Word hid in our heart, and why we have to learn to call upon Father at any time of the day for spiritual food.

opentext - Eph 3:9-10  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, (KJV)

dave, miz & helpmate  - per dave - your adversary is as a roaring lion whom resists steadfast in the faith

opentext - The mystery has been hid in God, and unless we seek Him throughout the day, how can He reveal to us what we need to know?

NowFaithIs  - yes-indeed

dave, miz & helpmate  - He can't

opentext - Acts 17:27-28 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. (KJV)

opentext - Just as in the world, we tend to almost every need of our children, how much more so will Father to ours, if we CALL upon Him?

renewed  - o/

opentext - yes, cheryl

NowFaithIs  - Jer 29:12

Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. (KJV)

renewed  - why does it say *feel* after him?

opentext - have you ever gone through a dark room, and had to feel your way through it?

renewed  - yes ...

NowFaithIs  - 5584  pselaphao-

1) to handle, to touch and feel 

2) metaphorically, mentally to seek after tokens of a person or something

opentext - And if we are seeking His guidance, then we have strayed a bit, and the light has become dim and we are not sure of our way.

renewed  - ah .. I see, thanks

opentext - When we stay in tune with Father, are we unsure of our way?

renewed  - no

opentext - Exactly....so it is only as we stray, that our lamp grows dim, and we need Father's assistance to return to the straight and narrow path.

renewed  - okay, thanks

opentext - If we think back over the last 2 weeks, and this study on *what is there to eat*, how long into the day has it taken us to run low on spiritual nourishment?

dave, miz & helpmate  - a much longer time than when we started the discussion

renewed  - by about morning coffee break ...

opentext - And now, you are becoming aware of the subtle attacks, that are taking place, that you were not previously aware of?

NowFaithIs  - to be honest, it was better at the beginning, and have found it increasingly more difficult this week because I haven't taken the time to get my body in subjection to the Word.

opentext - michie, actually, it is that you are growing, and becoming more aware of how the devil sneaks in and subtly attacks.

NowFaithIs  - yes, that is true

opentext - We also forget, that to whom much is given, much is expected.

NowFaithIs  - :-/

opentext - So the more we learn of the Word, the more that is expected of us…with position, comes responsibility. We sometimes do not think, that as we ask Father to open more and more to us, comes a much deeper commitment on our part.

NowFaithIs  - however, I have found it wonderful that I now recognize what is going on and am able to get myself on the right path when I do recognize it

dave, miz & helpmate  - but ignorance is not bliss, either...we need to continue in the Word to stay strong

opentext - I can think back to years ago, that i told Father, that i wanted all that He gave my brother Paul.....and sometimes i still grumble, at what is now required of me.

NowFaithIs  - yes, once we make that commitment and ask Father to help us in it, the rewards are far greater

opentext - Many of us have said to Father, that we want all that He has for us, and then as He starts to open the Word to us, then we grumble at what is now required of us.

NowFaithIs  - that is the flesh talking!

renewed  - yep … and thankfully Father also gives us members of the Body to encourage us and help us grow in that commitment 

opentext - In many relationships.......the longer we get into them.....the more we tend to drift from the things that first made that relationship strong.

NowFaithIs  - true

opentext - And this happens because we have taken for granted, the things that first attracted us, and drew us close to that person.  The same is true in the spiritual realm, we sometimes forget all that Father has delivered us from, and what it first took to keep that relationship strong.

opentext - Colossians 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: How do we maintain that first love?

NowFaithIs  - that is true, and we get a comfortable feeling when we are in it.....forgetting which manner of man we were and how easily the devil could get us right back there if we don't remain steadfast (as dave said).

opentext - exactly

dave, miz & helpmate  - by constantly renewing our minds by the Word

myjoy - staying the word

renewed  - by spending time with Him and in His  book of love ... the Word

NowFaithIs  - we have to keep our first love in the forefront of our lives/minds/hearts

opentext - ahhh...yes...learning to take a spiritual snack pack with us to sustain us during the day.

myjoy - fellowship just like this.  By praise & worship

opentext - Yes, fellowship in the Word first and foremost, and then staying around those that are like-minded, and avoiding those with evil communications.

NowFaithIs  - and when we are around those that are of evil communications...we need to keep His Word hid in our heart so that our shield of faith is strong

NowFaithIs  - it cannot

dave, miz & helpmate  - it can't

opentext - We have to have selective hearing.

renewed  - even if we don't give ear to it ... being in it's presence is an act of agreement ...or can be perceived as one ...

opentext -  2corinthians 5:7

(For we walk by faith, not by sight)

opentext - yes renewed.....as we grow, then people begin to look at the example that we set, and think that everything that we do, is then ok, because we are doing it.  this is why we have to be a doer of the Word, and not a hearer only…to be a doer there, means to put into practice in ***our***life, that which we have heard from Father. Many are just parrots, and repeat what they have heard, but the Word is never real and alive in their life.  We have to hear His voice, and then put it into application in our life.  Many hear His voice, but do not the things that He says.

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) they hear His voice, but they ignore it

opentext - Luke 6:46-48 And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?

opentext - whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the KJV)

opentext - We have to hear, and then do in our own life first, before we can show anyone else the way.

opentext - Notice too, that in order to get a good foundation, one has to dig deep.  We have to be sure of the cornerstone that we are setting, that we will build upon the footings have to be dug deep, so that it is settled.  It also takes much digging, to get all of the roots of the weeds out of ***our*** life.  So often we look for the splinter and others eyes, and we are staggering from the **beam** that is in our own eye.

tronix - But, if you build on the rock you don't have to dig deep

opentext - He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep.  We have to dig deep, to get the rock set........as the Word shows us there.

renewed  - was thinking that ... the reason we sometimes have to dig deep is because every *wind of doctrine* can create a layer of sand overtop of *the rock* and we need to dig it out, so as to find the solid *rock* again ..

opentext - Colossians 1:23  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

opentext - If we continue in the faith....grounded, and settled.  The Word is hid in our hearts, not in our heads.

NowFaithIs  - grounded----dig deep, laid a rock....settled

opentext - To renew our mind, we need to dig and uproot many things that we have learned  that are contrary to the Word.

tronix - I think it not important how .. but that you build on the rock

NowFaithIs  - if you look to what is left after "natural disasters" such as floods, hurricanes, etc.  that is the sort of foundation we also must lay---something that will *stand* 

opentext - tronix......once we have the Rock for our foundation, then we have to follow Father's instructions, and not add to or take away from it
tronix - That’s what I said.. well at least what I meant

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate)  we need to dig deep to find Christ in the bottom of our heart

tronix - Don't have to dig far to find Christ

opentext - That is where many get into trouble, they find the Lord, and then try to serve Father their own way, rather then following the Christian instruction manual..(the Bible).

opentext - @read Matthew 7:7

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

opentext - we ask, and salvation is given...then...we have to seek to find the mystery of the Gospel.  As we find the mystery of the Gospel, then we can go boldly unto the throne of grace, and Father opens our understanding in the Word.

opentext - and now...back to the study

opentext - John 14:6

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

opentext - Jesus Christ is our way to the Father

opentext - john 17:17

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

opentext - His Word is truth, and without the truth, we can not know the way to Father.  It is only as we know the truth, that we can have new life in Christ, since He is our mediator.

opentext - @read john 14:26

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

opentext - @read john 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

opentext - The Spirit of God, is what leads us and guides us into all truth, as He is to be our teacher.  This is why we study for Father's approval...not any man's.  We are getting back to the study, if you have any further questions, see me after the study.  As we get into the day....what ways are there for us to keep our minds renewed by the Word?

dave, miz & helpmate  - by holding a scripture in our minds, meditating on it and pondering it

renewed  - by bringing to remembrance scripture verses we have hidden in our heart ..

myjoy - by the renewing our minds

myjoy - by walking in the SPIRIT

dave, miz & helpmate  - Phil 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.  (KJV).

opentext - @read Matthew 6:11

Give us this day our daily bread.

renewed  - I try and write down one scripture from the study that has *leaped* out at me and carry it in my jacket pocket .. and pull it out every once in awhile and meditate on it ..

opentext - have we forgot, that we are to ask Father for our daily bread?

opentext - What happens if our ears are closed during morning study time....for we are just going through the motions, and not listening?

dave, miz & helpmate  - we don't have our daily bread....He can't give us our daily bread

renewed  - it has no effect on our spirit .. we aren't being fed

opentext - Matt 6:8  …for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

(KJV)

opentext - faith comes by hearing....stopping all that you are doing, and giving full audience to what Father has to say to you.  Since He is the one that provides our daily bread, would it not behoove us to hear what ***He*** has on the menu for the day.

dave, miz & helpmate  - very much so

opentext - How can we pack a proper lunch box, if we are putting in what we want, and not what He knows what we have need of.

renewed  - we can't, just like when my children were small, and they wanted to pack their lunch ... they put in all the *sweets* and nothing nutritious ...

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) if we take a particular verse in our hearts with us today, we have to ask Father to open us the understanding

opentext - very good renewed....and we are no different

opentext - @read Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.

opentext - we all like to be told by Father, how good of a job we are doing.....but what about when there is correction?

dave, miz & helpmate  - we wince, stammer and stutter...we don't like it

opentext - most of us then think that we have pulled sour grapes out of the lunch box.  How many have ever been corrected by a boss at work?

dave, miz & helpmate  - yes indeed

opentext - Was the boss always right?

dave, miz & helpmate  - not always

tronix - no

renewed  - no not always ...

dave, miz & helpmate  - only in his eyes

opentext - Many times, we are taken to task, because we made others look bad.

renewed  - yep, happened to me in a big way once :(

opentext - When Father corrects, there is no where to turn if we want to grow in Him.  We can never say that Father is unjust.  He chastens and rebukes those that He loves.

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) Father won't correct us unless we are wrong, and there is a difference between Father doing it and a boss doing it

opentext - Exactly, and this is why we have to have our spiritual ears turned on during the entire day.......so that we can hear all of what Father has for us to eat that day...not just what sounds good to us.  Are we beginning to see how important it is for us to start each day off with Father, in His Word to have an open heart and mind, to hear what He knows that we have need of for this day?

renewed  - I sure am ...

opentext - I think of the many times that we eat out, and we go where we want to eat, and not always to where would be best for us.

dave, miz & helpmate  - uh, yep

opentext - Matthew 6:11

Give us this day our daily bread.

opentext - we have to see this verse for all that it does say.......we have to learn to seek what Father has for us this day.....not what we want.

dave, miz & helpmate  - (helpmate) in order for Him to give, we have to ask Him first

opentext - James 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  (KJV).

opentext - We also have to have pure motives in our heart is it to be of benefit to the body...or to make us look better.  We have to have as our main motive, that others would see the light of Christ within us.  How will you pack your lunch box this day?

renewed  - with Father's bread ....

opentext - great answer

dave, miz & helpmate  - 1 Pet 3:15

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: (KJV)

opentext - And if the lunch box appears to run low during the day......then what.

renewed  - ask Father to replenish it ...

dave, miz & helpmate  - fill it up again with prayer and the Word

opentext - .....ask Father   for His bread...that which He knows that we need

opentext - psalms 118:24

This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

opentext - nehemiah 8:10  Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.

opentext - How is that for a verse to conclude this study with?

renewed  - wow .. great!

dave, miz & helpmate  - wonderful!

