Bible Study Friday 6 September 2002
Have you ever stopped to consider, why Father corrects His children?
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. KJV
If ye submit to his authority, humble yourselves under his hand, and pray for His blessing, you will find that He deals with you as beloved children, correcting you that He may make you partakers of his holiness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 

We may also notice, in this connection, the stress which our blessed Lord lays upon the practical features of religion. It is upon these that His commendations and censures turn. What He praises in the Ephesians is their labor, their endurance, their resistance of evil, their patience, their courageous perseverance in well doing; and what He proposed as the remedy for their defects, was that they should return to first works. Love, ministries, patience, labors, works: these are the things to which He refers with most delight, as the marks of the true election, and the proper badges of approved saint ship. It is in vain to boast of a correct creed, of right theories, of sound doctrine, if there be no practical godliness, no good works, no positive virtues and active charities and labors. Orthodoxy is important, but orthodoxy alone will not do. The most orthodox in this list is depictured as the deadest. Mere ecstasies, pleasant frames, joyous feelings, loud professions, or dreams that we are rich in grace and in the divine favor, will not do, for the most ecstatic and the best pleased with itself among these churches, was the worst. There must be faith, and a true faith; but also a living, working, bearing, self-denying faith-- a faith which shows its life and power by love, by charities, by gracious ministries, by active services and sacrifices for God. Persecutions and sufferings may cut off opportunity for such displays, as winter overlies and locks up the germs and life-powers of nature, and hides them from our view; but, as spring-time and summer bring those hidden germs to light, and cause them to put forth and fill the face of heaven with joyous freshness, beauty and fruit, so must true piety in the soul show itself in the life, in good deeds, in devoted endeavors, in a loving spirit, and in faithful standing to the truth, whatever might be the cost or storms. (From Seiss' Apocalypse)
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