6 October 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we are thankful for this day and this time that we can come and fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus our Lord. Lat us be attentive to each and every word that you have for us, that we may be nourished and sustained properly for all that you may ask of us this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:6-7, 6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. KJV

 

<opentext> One needs to remember what our purpose is here. It is when one is mindful of that, that they will then follow the example that Jesus Christ set for us, in living a life that is pleasing to Father in every manner and aspect.

<opentext> Yet, how many times does one forget that during the day?  How easy can it be at times to lose sight of the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus?

<at-peace> whenever one leans to their own understanding…very easy if one allows in the distractions of this world

<opentext> What is it that causes one to lose focus on where their attention should be at all times?

<at-peace> not keeping the mind renewed on things above, thus allowing in the cares and concerns of this life to enter in

<opentext> For a moment consider; a child has to learn and develop bad habits, so where is it that they learn them from?

<at-peace> the parents

<opentext> The parents; brothers and sisters if they have them; grandparents; any and all that they will come in contact with. Yet, the majority come from the parents and those who are most predominant within that child’s life.

<opentext> Now also consider, when a child first does something that is objectionable, isn't one of the first things asked or questioned, is where the little one learned that?

<at-peace> usually, yes

<opentext> Yet, how many parents want to admit that they were guilty of developing and nurturing bad habits and rituals in their children?

<at-peace> very few would acknowledge that

<opentext> Often times when reading the Word, we can see how other people affected certain people [by the example of their life], and the results of it. Yet how is one able to see and learn from that, and realize how often they have done those same things, with the same cause and affect?

<at-peace> by allowing the eyes of their understanding to be enlightened through the truth…the Holy Spirit will lead and guide us into all truth and through the truth one will be set free

<opentext> So then it is not enough to only imitate that which one sees others doing, but rather that one has to want to enter into that personal relationship with the Lord, in order for change to come about within their life.

<opentext> Think about it this way for a moment; if you have two people doing the same job, and one is cheerful and excited about what they are doing, while the other mumbles and grumbles at every turn, which person would you want to wait on you?

<at-peace> the cheerful and excited one    <chosen> the cheerful one

<opentext> Now, if there are again two people; and one is mumbling and grumbling about what they can or cannot eat, about having to get up early and honor the Lord for one day, while the other is joyful at any and all that they do, which one would you be more apt to want to imitate? Which God would you want to be in your life?

<at-peace> the one who is joyful in serving the Lord

<chosen> the joyful one,.... we need to be joyful in doing all that He asks of us, every time, every day

<at-peace> the God of all creation... who is above all, through all and in us all

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it to mumble or grumble about what others are doing? How easy is it to allow what others are doing to irritate you?

<at-peace> very easy if I am focusing on what they are doing and not keeping my focus on the mark, being attentive to my own walk and relationship with God

<chosen> it can be easy if we allow it to, rather than focusing on only our own salvation

<opentext> Rom 14:7-8, 7 None of us lives to himself [but to the Lord], and none of us dies to himself [but to the Lord, for] 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or we die, we belong to the Lord. AMP

<opentext> So notice how Paul is trying to get their focus on that which is important. Reminding the people that if they are Christians, than all that they say and do, should be done unto the Lord. That their total purpose and drive each day should be in doing only those things which please the Father.

<opentext> If you then be risen with Christ, one should only be seeking those things which are above. So how is it then that the cares of this life sneak back in, and cause one to mumble or grumble?

<at-peace> one forgets to be thankful in all things

<chosen> from walking by sight not by faith, thus we allow fear in

<opentext> Pray without ceasing. Rejoice evermore. In all things give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Simple instructions, yet, how often overlooked or bypassed?

<at-peace> as often as one does not keep this in remembrance

<chosen> when they let it slip and neglect their relationship with Father

<opentext> Today, working out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God, and the marvelous work that He has started in our lives, and the confidence and trust to allow Him to complete this work. Then there will not be any room for bad habits or rituals, mumbling or grumbling. This is the day that the Lord has made, and i will rejoice and be glad in it!
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