6 June 2005 Monday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can come before you and remain in and with you by and through Christ Jesus our Lord and savior. That by active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ, we can be seated in the heavenly places with you as your children.

<opentext> Rom 12:15-16, 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice [sharing others' joy], and weep with those who weep [sharing others' grief]. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty (snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily adjust yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits. AMP

<opentext> Now as one will reflect back on how this chapter has developed, one can see how the character of Christ is supposed to be developing within the believer. How it is the divine nature of Christ that is supposed to be coming to the forefront as one matures.

<opentext> All too often people get emotionally involved in that which is transpiring in other peoples lives, rather then having the discernment and insights of His Spirit. One must remember that happiness refers to the physical, but that joy is of the Spirit. Yet, how often is it that people become emotionally involved in the situations, rather then allowing the Spirit to lead them?

<at-peace> whenever one walks by sight rather than by faith

<chosen> when using their own understanding, the fleshly mind

<opentext> So then, when one walks by sight, rather then faith, is it that they are allowing the physical circumstances to dictate their response[s] or reaction[s]?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes

<opentext> Yet, without the discernment of His Spirit, how easy is it for one to be able to tell when they cross that line? That is, so as to be able to tell when they are being moved by His Spirit or just becoming emotionally involved?

<chosen> it would be difficult

<at-peace> when one becomes emotionally involved the hearing and discernment become dull

<opentext> One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all. One mind, one accord, according to the measure of the gift of Christ within us. This is what it is to be in harmony with the body of Christ.

<opentext> Yet, does one always use faith to be the determining factor of when they become involved in situations?

<chosen> not always     <at-peace> one should, but all fall short at times 

<opentext> Rom 12:16,  Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty (snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily adjust yourself to [people, things] and give yourselves to humble tasks. Never overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits. AMP

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified translations says that we should live in harmony with one another. That is to be of the one mind, one accord with the Word of God. 

<opentext> Now think about this; if one does live according to the Word, is their response to any given situation always going to be welcome?

<chosen> no   <at-peace> no

<opentext> Yet how often is it that people will hold back from giving Father's response, because they know that it will not be popular or welcome?

<at-peace> at times one allows other people's faces to affect them, not having the confidence (boldness) …at that time

<chosen> we need to speak as He asks us to

<opentext> So we can see then that one has to trust God and have confidence in the work that He has begun within them, as well as have to determination that being a part of His family is the most important thing to them.

<opentext> We can see this in the life of Jesus Christ when his earthly family came to see Him, and yet His response to them was that His family is those who seek to do the will of the Father. Those who want to live in one accord [harmony] with Him.

<opentext> Note how Paul then say to not be haughty or high minded when we have God's response for any given situation, but rather one should be and remain humble.

<opentext> In so many gatherings, that is exactly what happens, is that people think more highly of themselves then they ought, and then they form clichés or clubs for those who "they think" God uses the most.

<opentext> Note also how Paul says that as we adjust to the situation, that one should also give themselves to humble tasks. Yet, how many people really want to do those things that the rest of the world considers demeaning, or below their stature?

<chosen> most think they are too good for those things

<at-peace> depends on where one's focus is at the time, whether they are seeking to please Father in whatever task He asks of them or whether they are seeking to please themselves

<opentext> 1 John 3:16,  By this we come to know (progressively to recognize, to perceive, to understand) the [essential] love: that He laid down His [own] life for us; and we ought to lay [our] lives down for [those who are our] brothers [in Him]. AMP

<opentext> Maturity in Christ. That is progressive awareness of our place within His body. The ultimate sacrifice is that one would lay down their life for the furtherance of the gospel of Christ. And yet, if one has not learned simple obedience to Him along the way, they will not have the confidence to do anything that He asks of them, let alone lay down their life.

<opentext> That is why Paul says that we should never over estimate ourselves, but rather one must remember that the joy of the Lord is their strength; that is the same obedience that Christ Jesus showed, is the example that we to must learn to follow after.

<opentext> For it is only then that one can do all that the Father asks of them, because the divine nature of Christ is what will then come to the forefront in any given situation, thus enabling them the strength and ability to do all that Father asks of them.

<opentext> Thus we can see why it is that Peter tells us that we are to be partakers of His divine nature, for then and only then will one be aware of the exceeding great and precious promises that are given to us, when one remains that active participant in His divine nature.

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege, to be partakers of those promises!
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