6 July 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father, we thank you for this day and this time of fellowship to share and partake of your Word of life that is able to make us wise unto salvation and enable us this day to remain grounded and settled in your truth and giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:9-11, 9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, KJV

 

<opentext> We all know what it is like to share a residence with someone. Yet, regardless of the situation, how difficult is it for two persons to get along in that relationship?

<disciple> there has to be an agreement that eventually is established, or they cannot reside together peacefully

 

<opentext> Well for a moment, let us even consider that. If it is a marriage, is there really as much love there at the start as most people think or assume? Or, if it be just a friend that one is going to share an apartment with, is that relationship ever really as strong as a person thinks that it is, at the start?

 

<opentext> Then for a moment, stop and think about our relationship with God through Christ Jesus. When we first got saved, did one really understand His love for us? Or, was much of it based on emotions and such, rather then a true bonding relationship?

<disciple> it was a highly emotional experience and as we matured, we learned the love of our Father and learned to love Him

<chosen> we don’t really understand it all at first

 

<opentext> In any relationship, if Jesus Christ is not the key element, the foundation of that relationship, something is going to happen. Eventually, one is going to have to make the choice, the decision, of who is of more importance. And this will be determined by which nature one is listening to the most.

<opentext> For the most part, we have developed our hearing to be able to detect when things spoken are not in line with the Word of God. Yet, even though one is aware of this, does one always withdraw when words that are not life, are spoken or put forth on the scene?

<chosen> not always

 

<opentext> So for a relationship to grow, one has to take the time, and make the effort to hear what one another is saying. For we know that two can not walk together [cohabitate] unless they are in agreement.

<opentext> Now as we saw in the opening verses of the study today, how essential it is for a person who says they are a believer to be cohabitating with the Lord.

<opentext> Yet, do you think the Lord is going to remain cohabitating with someone, if they have a corpse tied or strapped to their back?

<chosen> no   <disciple> nope

 

<opentext> So then, when a person is seeking their own agenda [rather then speaking only those things they hear the Father speak, or doing only those things they see the Father do], how long do you think the Lord is going to want to share a residence with us?

<disciple> not long at all            <chosen> He wont

 

<opentext> Now consider this for a moment, that our flesh is quick to notice when people say or do things that injure us. Yet, are we as aware or cognizant then when we do that to others?

<at-peace> one should be

<chosen> often, but probably not every time  <disciple> not always

 

<opentext> So we can see then, that just a good appearance is not what the Lord is looking for in a place to cohabitate with us. And it is going to take a complete effort in and on our part to make our temple a livable place for Him. And this is where the conflict comes in between the lower nature and the divine nature.

<opentext> In order for a believer to remain risen with Him, they have to be one who lives that of the Word that Father has asked them to put into operation in their life.[not what one sees God doing in others, but that which He has asked of you].

<opentext> As Paul so aptly puts, that it is a constant battle to keep under the lower nature, and keep it under the subjection of the Spirit of Christ, so that it is not given any opportunity to try to break up one's relationship with the Lord.

 

<opentext> Col 3:16, Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; KJV

 

<opentext> Col 3:16, Let the Word of Christ — the Message — have the run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Allowing the Word of God have the run of your house or temple. For we know that every gift of God is good. Can the same be said for the leadings or tendencies of the lower nature?

<at-peace> no            <chosen> no

 

<opentext> Col 3:16 Let the word [spoken by] Christ (the Messiah) have its home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its] richness, as you teach and admonish and train one another in all insight and intelligence and wisdom [in spiritual things] AMP

 

<opentext> So today, as a believer, we have to opportunity, the privilege, to make our temple a living and suitable place for the Lord of glory. 
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